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ADVERTISEMENT: 


THs foliowing Litieri, atcording to the French 


Elitor, were all that could be procured after the 
moſt diligent enquiry for Madame Du Barry's 
correſpondence to the time of ber exile. Such as 
babe been wrilten by ber fitite, it ſeems, are en- 
tirely on the ſubjeft of ber domeſtic concerns, and 
therefore can but little intereſt the Reader. 

, Theſe Letters, with the aſiſftance of the explana- 
* Notes, form a compleat biſtory of this Female- 
Favourite, as far as it can at all excite curiofity : 
The life of a Recluſe in a Convent, is of tho wniform 
u nature to leave room to expet# anecdotes, that may 
reward the pdins of enquiring after them, as the 
biftory of one day; divided betwixt the flated exer- 
tiſe of religious duties, and the ſettled bours of 
recreation and refreſhment, may ſerve for that of 
tobole 3 years. © 

The Tranſlator for himſelf begs leave to add, 
that be bas performed bis taſk with fidelity, and, 
be hopes, not without ſome degree of elegance. At 
the ſame time that be bus followed the Original 
with an exactneſt which pull not diſappoint, he has 
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pn pop ZEetter-woriters expreſs them- 
ſelves with an eaſe that ſhall not diſguſt bis Readers. 
A celebrated writer has obſerved, that Tranſlators 
art FAG of Auf Rr um: mas they mal fre- 
quent invaſions on our idiom, and may in time reduce 
our language ander the yoke of foreign phraſes, and 

f ſpeech; but in reality, little is to. be ap- 
Frebended from T1 ranfations which appear in the 
garb of Strangers, and which will a that reaſon 
Become neglecred, and at length forced to give place- 
to 74 + as preſent — in 4 more familias 
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THE COUNTESS DU BARRY; 


” A, © — 
Denn I. 


To Monfeur Bites Dv* NMeα 


| Conyent of $1, . 1. 
| - Deadett Godfather and Sir, "i TS 


Fwairs you theſe lines to to myſaif de 
honour of enquiring after your health, and at 
the 


* Madame Du Barry is the daughter of Gomart de Vaubernier, an 


exciſeman at Vaucou'curs; at which place ſhe was born in 1744, 


Mr. Billard du Monceau, who had a public office, happened to be 
there at the time of her birth, and lodged with the colleQor of exciſe. 


The colleQor's wife aſked him to ſtand godfather with her to Vauber- 


nier's child, which he did. She was named Maria Jane. After the 
death of her father, her mother, who was leſt without the leaſt pro- 
viſion, came to Paris with her in order to place herſelf in- 


ſome family, as a cook, or houſekeeper. Her firſt application was to 
Do Menctau, to whom ſhe preſented his god- daughter. He made 
N 1 ths 
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2 LETTERS To AN D ritom 


the ſame time to inform you. that what you have 
heard concerning me you will pardon me, fir,) 
is intirely falſe. The Governeſs has told you 
that I read bad books, and that I made the other 
boarders read them. It is no ſuch thing; it was 
Mademoiſelle Reville who had them from her 
couſin, and ſhewed them to us; but I would not 
read them, for I ſaid it was not pretty to read 
ſuch books. At laſt I did read them, becauſe 
all my companions had done fo, and i 
upon my doing the ſame. This, my dear god- 
father, is the whole truth of the matter. As to 
the bad picture that was found torn to pieces, I 
can aſſure you I did not tear it, nor can I tell 
which of the boarders did. I pray to the Lond 
'-20' preſerve your health and life, and beg to ſee 
you when you-can come here. I look upon you 
as my father, and love you as much. * 
with all poffible reſpect, 
= | Deareſt Godfather and Sir, 
Voor, Kc. 
Manon.VAUBERNIER. 


the mother a preſent, and placed the daughter in the convent of Sti 
Aure, which was under the direction of the Abbe Griſel, the confeſſor. 
of M. Billard, caſhier of the poſts, the nephew of N Monceau. It 
mould cem that the god daughter did not behave ve fince the 
$9d-father received 3 — — 
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MA AME DU BARRY. hy 2 | 
„ 
From the Abbé DE BONN AT. 

Vitri, April St, _— 

A ND * my little queen, you are at Parjs, - 

and Tam told are to be here this evening; but as I. 

mould be glad to tee you in private, that + Mar- 

cieu may no break in upon us as be commonly 

does hete, I ſend my valet de chambre to you, 

to beg you would put off coming till to-morrow, 


T ſhall be at Paris this evening, and as Toon as 1 
arrive ſhalt ſend Dumont to you, 1 rejoice to 


find you are at liberty. Beſides the pleaſure I. 
ſhall enjoy in your company, I bave a thouſand, 


things to fay to you, which 1 flatter myſelf you 
will not diſlike to hear. It will be your fault if 


you are not happy, An chat I require of ydu is 
to be more. reſerved; and to have that eadtem 
which is neceſſary with one in my ſtation.” Leude 
the reſt to me. I ſhall think the time long tin 
I fee my dear little Manon, whom I love a- 
bove all things. I ſhall not ſtay long after this 
letter. | 


cook in a family who lived in the country, and had her daughter with 
her. M. F —— 
them a louis d'or every month. 

+ M. de Marcieu had — is the army; nnd was fig- 
quently at the houſe where the Abbe viſited. at Vitri, and where the 
mother and daughter lived. It ſeems he had a fort of paſfion for Mz- 
demqiſelle Vaubernier, 8 


Be 8 LE T- 
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+ 
4 LETTERS To AUD ran 
LETTER in. 
To the Abbe Dx Box NAC. 


812, r 
'YOU made me many promiſes when you firſt. 
began to love me. I was then your little angel, 
your ſole delight, and you told me I could aſk 
nothing in your power that you-would refuſe. 
I aſked you for a filk gown, and you promiſed 
to give me one the firſt time you came here, and 
you have now been three times without once. 
thinking about me. That is not well of yoa, 
fir, you have deceived me. Had I known - 
the value of the favour I did you, you ſhould nor 
have come off ſo cheaply. You know I gave 
you the preference to M. de Marcieu, and I am 
ſure he would have ated more honourably than 
you have done. If you do not give me my gown 
before. next Sunday, I will tell the lady all yow 

have done; I will cry very heartily, and then 
ſhe will forgive me, and ſcold you. - Adieu, firs 
am your moſt humble ſeryant, 


Manan VaupERNIER, 


LE T- 


Mavrauzt DU BAR RT. 
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LETTER lv. 
To her Mor AER. 


My dear Mother, 


IAM very happy in the family where you 
have 


placed me. Mr. and Mrs. Labillle are very 
good to me. There come a number of fine folks 
here every day, and I ſee fo many fine things c- 
ftantly, that my time never bangs heavy up my 
hands. What gives me the moſt trouble is, that 
1 cannot wear ds good things as the other ladies 
in the ſhop. They tell me it is an 
good buſineſs; fo" work hard that T may oft 


8 po i CO 


There came a' great * lady yeſterday i Vüy 
ſomething, and the took a deal of notice of me. 


F believe ſhe has taken a liking to me; for the 
gare me her direction, and bid me call uon her 
the firſt” opportunity. 
her houſe, for ſhe certainly means' me well. "te 


has coſt you a good deal of money to put me 


here, bur it ſhall not he loſt to you. I am per- 
ſuaded we ſhall be one day rich folks, and when 
I get money you ſhall never Want. Adieu, my 
2 &c, - | 


Manon + Lanes. | 


®* Gourdan, a ſam us procureſs at Paris. 


+ When Madame Du Barry went to Labille s ſhop (a milliner's) 
ſhe jook rhe name of Mademoiſelle Langen. ; 


FEAG — L ET. 
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E LETTERS ro A D ren 
LETTER V. 
To the Abbe pz»>® Gonzien, 


THE reafon + des 
name, and place of abode, was, becauſe Madame 
Gourdon had charged me not. She would not 
even tell me who you were; but by good luck 
I found it out, for you let a letter fall out of your 
pocket, which I picked up, and put into mine. 
1 herewith return it, and take the opportunity 
of offering my beſt reſpeQts, hoping that you 
will continue your goodneſs to me. You pro- 
miſed to wke me under ypur protection, and I. 
hope you will. be as geod as your word. I do 
not find. myſelf very well to-day, but hope to be 
well enpugh to meet you at-Gourdan's'on Thurſ- 
day. 1 ſhall tell my miſtreſs I am going to.ſee 
my mother. Yau promiſed to give me a watch, 
and I ſuppoſe you will bring it with you. Adieu, 


my dear fir ; 1 love you as much as you deſerve, 


and that is a great degl indeed, 
Lugo, at Labille's, a millener, 
vt. Honors ſtreet, 


8 — No biſhop of Amn, 5 


Uu DA DU AAN. 
LETTER VL 


* Mr. Wins Do e her Godfather. 


| Paris, December 36; 1760. 
- Deareſt Godfather and Sir, 

\' SINCE the time we met at Madame Gour- 
dan's o, when you were ſo angry with me for be- 
ing there, I have been undet great uneaſineſs 
-leſt I had entirely loſt your favour. I can aſſure 
you, Sir, I have never been there fince; bur 
- have kept at home at M. Labille's, where I give 
great fatisfation. Permit mie to with you many 
happy years; and a continuance of every felicity. 
1 beg to be reſtored-to your favour, which 1 
prize very much. I durſt not go to your-hauſe 
for fear you ſhould take it ill; for which reaſon 
my dear mother is the bearer of this letter. 1 


pray God to preſerve you many and many years. 
T am, with tne greateſt reſpect, 
| My deareſt Godfather and Sir, 

_ Your's, &c. 

Manon Vauztnnina. 


J a 


— LET. 


A very pleaſant ſcene wis played hetwixt the godfather and his 
 odchild at the. houſe of this lady. Du Monceau uſed to vifutthe pro- 
cureſs pretty frequently : ſhe had promiſed to introduce him to afine 
_ young girl, whq had never been ſhewn. to the town : the gentleman 
was punRual, and who ſhould this new face be but his god-daughtez. 


d 


Aſhamed, and confounded xt being ſeen in ſuch a horſe by the girl, he 


K 
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" LETTERS ro awd fon 


LETTER VII. 


From M. ene Clerk in the Navy Office. 


ran.. 1761. 
"way, my ien did you refuſe ma- 


king me the happieſt of mankind? you affured 


me 


| ſevided her very beartily for coming there ; « but, godfather, (ſaid the 


child very ſmartly) can there be any harm in coming where you are? 
The godfather flew in a paſſion at this retort, and gave her ſeveral 


. trakes with his cane; the god=daughter cried out aloud, and Madame 


- Gourdan, ran in, and parted them. We muſt du Barry 
the juſtice to ſay, that tho nover went to that 7's houſe after this 


adventure. 1am 

| * Thecircumſtance which brought M. Duval acquainted with Ma- 
dame Du Barry was ſomewhat ſingular. This young man was of 2 
- good figure, and had an income ſufficient to enable him to dreſs gen- 
 teelly. He lodged in Labille's houſe ; Mademoiſelle Langon took a 


liking to him, and made the firſt advances. She made them in this 
manner. Her miſtreſs could draw, and now and then gave the girls of . 
the ſhop a leſſon. Little Langon had made fomeprogreſs, and amuſed 
herſelf with ſketching the likeneſs of Duval; when the had finiſhed her 
portrait, ſhe ſtuck it upon Duval's door. As ſoon as the young gen- 
tleman came home, he found it there, and immediately gueſſed it was 
the work of ſome of Labille*'s young ladies, on-whoſe heart he muſt 
have made an impreffion. His vanity was flattered, and he was from 
that moment in love with her. Which of them it was he did not 
know; but no matter : he ſticks the portrait up agzin, firſt writing 
under it, I fain know who drew this. The next evening he finds 
another paper ſtuck upon it, with the figure of a young girl, and un- 
ger- iv theſb-words, I dew ir. Behold him now enchanted with his 
good fortune; and as ſoon as the ſhop was opened, next morning, he 
entered it, and reviewed all the young ladies. Langon ſmiled ; ſhe 
was from that moment the object of his paſſion, he thought only of 
her. In the evening he writes upon the door theſe words, When can 
my poruter come ts fiſh my pifture Þ Little Langon, when ſhe * 


3» 


Mavane DU BUERRY. 2 


me; I told you I did the ſame; wehad full li 
berty; the time, the place were all as favourable 
as we could have wiſhed, and yet we enjoyed 
only the ſhadow of pleaſure. By your own ac- 
count you were not ſo reſerved with that fellow 
Bonnac. You promiſed to acquaiut me with 
your reaſons, I long to know them, for I cannot 
gutſs what they can be. I did not ſleep thewhole 
night your image was always before my eyes; 
1 fancied I had you in bed witll ne: I thought 
1 heard your voice, and that 1 held you i my 
arms; but it was no more, my dear charmer, thari 
a dream. Give your Feng to my ſervant, *who 
is the bearer of this. I wait your anſwer with the 
greateſt impatience, for, believe me, * vas the 
moſt PET _ 


7 


| DITA: 
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| hed, read them, and wrote 3 "ad. 
faſt with you to-marrow at wine © clock ʒ lzawe your door open. Duval gotevery 
thing ready againft the time appointeſl, and took care to ſend his man 


out of the way. The door was left ajar and in trips young 
They faſtened themſelves withinſide; | they break aſtöd. 


man. takes dong liberties with his loyer 3: the refuſes him none excepr 


the laſt. He demands an explanation ; ſhe promiſes one the next day, | 
8 Sen re 22 
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ro LETTERS ro AND on 
LETTER vu, 
To M. Du vA. 


YES, my dear friend, I faid it, and repeat it 
to you again, I love you very ſincerely. You 
have told me as much ; but on your part it is 
only a ſudden ſpark of paſſion, which enjoyment 
will in a moment put out, and then you will 
think no more of me. I begin to know man- 
kind. Attend, and I will tell you my ſenti- 
ments. I am tired of working in a ſhop; I wiſh 
to be my own miſtreſs ; and I want to find ſome- 
body who will keep me. If I did not Joye you 
1 ſhould endeavour to get what money I could 
from you ; I ſhould bid you take an apartment 
for me, and furniſh i it ; but as you told me you 
were not rich, we may live in the ſame lodging, 
and the difference in houſekeeping will be no. 
thing at all. I ſhall coſt you nothing but in my 
board and dreſs ; and if you are agreeable, allow 
me ofily one hundred liyres a month, and I will 
find myſelf in every thing. Upon this plan we 
may live happily together, and you will have no 
cauſe to complain of my reſerve. If you love 
me, accept my offer ; if you do not, let us ſeek 
our fortunes leparately. Good day to you. 1 


embrace you with all my heart. 
LANFON. 
&th of February, 2761, a ch. ae) 
1 LE 
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and 114 DU > ii Pa 


1 iran 3 
From M. Duv Ar. 


{ April r5th, mw 
vou would vndoubtedly be furprized, 
dear little girl, when you heard that I had of 
my lodgings ſo ſuddenly. Your perliſting to 
refuſe to make me completely happy, has cauſed 
me to give the preference to a lady, whom a lt- 
tle compliance on your part would have eaſily 
prevailed on me to facrifice to you. ' You muſt 
know then, that I have made a conqueſt of a 
lady, whoſe rank does not a little flatter my 
vanity ; and it is ſettled betwixt us, that 1 ſhould 
come and live with her. Be affured, my char- 
mer, that if the moments I have paſſed with 
yon have not been engaging enough to have 
mide me your conſtant lover, they have been ſo 
far agteeable that you may always: eſteem me 


your friend while I hve. 
Diya, = 
LETTER X. 
To M. Dovar. | mr 


You inform me that you have ik Spine 


__ diſtinction, ſome great lady without doubt, 
C 2 with 


= 


2 LE TERS TO AND rio 

with whom you are going to live. 1 am of opi- 
nion you gratified your own vanity in telling me 
this news. I know not if your heart is concerned. 
but I doubt it. I know that love makes no 
diſlinction of ranks ; and that he divides women 
only into two claſſes, the handſome and' the 
vgly. I know too that a young girl of fixteen 


is always preferable to a great fat creature of 
forty years of age, though ſhe had the blood of 
the Bourbons in her veins. Think of this; I 
give you twenty-four hours to conſider. of it. 
Believe me you. will never have the ſame offer 
made you twice. I would not not have you think 
am at a loſs. I have a lover far beyond you 
in point of figure ; he is befides younger than 
you are; of a better complexion ;—in ſhort ; he 
is as handſome as an angel. Methinks I hear 
you cry, fye, for ſhame, when I tell you he is my 
hair dreffer. But don't yeu know, that great 
ladies of quality often prefer their footmew to 
their byſbands ? and, ſurely, you will not pre- 
tend to diſpute their taſte. Aſk your's, if ſhe 
conſidered rank or condition, v hen ſhe took 
you? Mine has offered me marriage; but 1 
ſhall not accept his offer, for 1 might be 
tempted to break my marriage-vows. If I do 
not clivſe to marry him, he agrees to furniſh me 
à lodging, and to- ſpend all his 'earnings with. 
me. We ſhall ſce how ir anſwers ; ſo long as 
the. 5 4 we 


—-* _ 
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ve continue to like one another, every thing 
will go well. Adieu; think of what I ſay to 
you. I certainly, do love you at this preſent 
writing; but ir will be ſoon over, and yourwill 
wiſh to have me when you are tired of your lady 
of quality: but all in vain; the hair · dreſſer will 
have rivalled you; you will be vexed, and I 
ſhall laugh at 2 


Lang OR. \ 
LETTER: XI. 


To Bani 5, reſiding in London. 


Par zoth Auguft, 1762. 


WE are now, my unhappy friend, very far 
ſeparated from each other, and both of us in a 
wretch-d ſituation! That you ruined yourſelf 
by living with me, I know very well; and you 
know too that whilſt we lived comfortably to- 
gether, I refuſed to be kept by F M. Monoye, 
who agreed to diſcard his fat miſtreſs, Madame * 


Laurens. I loved you, and I fancied we ſhould 
do well; but it fignifies nothing to fret and 


* This Lamet Is the hair-dreffer of whom mention is made in the 
'laſt letter. Ir ſeems he lived with * Du Barry about four 
months. 

+ M. Monoye, a prockor in the parliament, lived with Maddie 
Laurens upwards of twenty years. She kept a jeweller's ſhop in St. 
Honore-ftreet, and has a daughter by Monoye marriageable. 


* 


grieve; 
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grieve; we muſt have a good heart. Do you 
endeavour to pick up ſome money in London, 
and I will ſtrive to ruin ſome old foot or other, 
who ſhall take me into keeping; and the firft 
of us who grows rich ſhall help the other. 
What ſay you to this? I muſt inform you that 
I live with my mother again, who has ſcarcely 
enough for herſelf ; ſo to help out we go every 
evening to the Palais Royal, or the Thuilleries. 
Sometimes we get our 17 or 18 livres betwixt 
us; and ſometimes leſs; however we make a 
ſhift to live. Still I am in hopes we ſhall not 
be forced to do this long, but ſhall make ſome 
good acquaintance to bring us out -of this way. 
Adieu, my dear Lamet, love me, and let me hear 
* you. I am your's whilſt I live. 


b ANTON, 

LETTER Kli. 
ToM.La*Garps, Maſter of the Requeſts, 
| Cour-neuve, ith July, 1764. 
YOU inſiſt upon my opening my heart to 
you, fir, and declaring whether you are agree- 
e Father Ange Picpus paſſed for the brother-in-law of Madame Du 
'Barry's mother. In the year 1762, he ſaid Maſs at the Coor-netve on 
holidays and Sundays to the old Madame la Garde, the widow of an 


_ excecding rich Farmer-General. The Father found means to introduce 
| this 


ndnd gave them both ei 
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able in my eyes. It is a difficult confeſſion to 
engage a woman to 9 but at my time of 
life it is hard to diderble, I rell you frank'y 
that I have a regard for you, and that I find 
great ſatisfaction in your company; but there is 
ſo great a diſtance betwixr us, iv. point of birth 
and fortune, that ſuch a declaration as this: is 

very dangerous one to make, and it may coſt me 
many tears now that I have made it, What i 
your end ip proſecuting your paſſion for me? 14 
it not to ruin a virtuous young perſon, whom 
after hav . ng ruined you will forſake? What is 
to become of her then when deſerted and deſpiſed 
by ali that know ber? Ah, fir, take my advice, 
Kifle this infant-paſſion in its birth. Let me be 
the object of your eſteem only, and I ſhall eon- 
tinue to be happy. I ſhall always entertain the 
moſt grateful ſenſe of the many favours which F 
have received from you, and the good lady your 
mother. I beg the continuance of them, and 
that you will believe me to be with the 11. 
| pagard, firs &c. 
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this pretended niece to the lady, and ſhe was taken into * 


a companion. 8 ſons, one a Maſter of the Requeſts, the 
other a Farmer 


couragement. She loved the Maſter of Requeſts, 
but the other was the richeſt; however, ſhe was never able to attach 
eiths: of them to herfelf. ＋ his little j intrigue was diſcovered by the 
mot: ICT, and Madame Du Parry was thereupon turncd out of the ſa- 


mily. The Matter cf the Requeſts, who had the good fortune to en- 
$4gc her affections, never made her any returns. 


Madame Du Barry was addreſſed by both, c 
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LETTER XIII. 
To M. La GAR PDE, Farmer-General. 


Cour neuve, zoth July, 1764. 

A THOUSAND. thanks, fir, for the re- 
peater which J have juſt received without know- 
ing from whom; but as there is no man living 
who knows how to confer favours like yourſe lf, 
I immediately placed it to the ſcore of your ge- 
nerofity, and I am ſure I am not.deceived, It is 
you alone can make preſents in ſo noble a man- 
ner. I am only ſorry I cannot wear it. Every 
body will admire it, and your mother will of 
courſe aſk me how I came by it. So that I 
muſt content myſelf with hanging it at my bed's 
head, and making it ſtrike whilſt I think of the 
donor. It is a great ſatisfaction to have our be- 
nefactors always preſent in the mind. We ſhall 
ſee you here on Saturday. You promiſed your 
mother to come ; and I for my part look forward 
to the hour of your coming with great pleaſure. 
I am, with many acknowledgments, &c. 

DE VavBERNIER. 


LE. 
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LETTER XIV. 
To M. La GAx DE, Maſter of the Requeſts, 


Ccur-neuve, 11th Auguſt, 1764 
Y O U found the way, fir, to introduce your- 
ſalf 


day, and my ſright was ſo great chat I had 
neither power to bid you begone, nor to cry 
out. "You got into bed What proteftations 
did you not make in that moment !——How 
ſoon am I undeceived ! I ſaw with great regref 
- very next day that you had little regard for 

Fou paid every attention to that Farmer- 
mares 8 lady, who though the mother of four 
children ridiculouſly. pretends to beauty. You 
told me it was only by way of diſguiſe, - h, 
fir, 1 know better; there 2as too much of 
wariath ; too much of p:ſſion in your looks and 
words, to induce me to believe you feigned, 


You have jmpoſed upon my weakneſs ; you have 
ieduced me, and now you mean to abandon me; 
at rr. l have all the reaſon in the world 'to fear 
it. If it is not ſo, leave me no longer in doubt. 
Te me fincerely what you mean to do, and re- 
ſtore me to life again. I expect your anſwer to- 
morrow by St. Louis. If I do not hear from you, 
I.will.go on purpoſe to Paris 10 reproach you 
with your tr.atment. In the mean time, I am, 
fir, &c. . De VausERNIIR. 


D LE T- 


privately into my bedchamber laſt Mon- 


wt | 


18 LETTERS TO AND From 


LETTER XV. 


To Lamzr, at London. 


Cour-neuve, 12th Auguſt, 1764. 

YOU are now fe:tkd,. my dear Lamet, in the 
ſervice of a Lord at a falary of fifty pounds ſter- 
ling a year. I give you joy upon it; endeavour 
to keep your place till. ſartune ſhall prove more 
favourable to me. I am at preſent in the family 
of Madame La Garde, the Farmer-general's 
widow, as her ladyſhip* companion. You ſee 
] begin to ercep up into high life. She has two 
ſons ; the one a gownfman ;. the other a finan- 
cier. They both pay their addreſſes to me: I 
know not which is the moſt generons, but I give 
them both hopes, and I ſtrive to engage one of 
them to take me into Keeping. I pretend to 
great modeſty in ùrder to egg them on. Adieu, 
my dear friend; I ſhall inform you of every 
thing particular that relates to myſelf. Let me 


hear from you often, and believe me to be whilſt 
I Bre your loving friend. 


Laxgon DER VAUBERNIER» 
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LETTER XVI. 


From the Count Dv BARR x. 


Paris, June aoth, 1765. 


I HAVE already ſpoken to you ſeveral times, 
my charming creature, concerning your coming 
to live with me; but I never had a proper oppor- 
tunity to give you all the reaſone, and ſhew you 
all the advantages that ſhould induce you to de- 
termine upon it. | will now explain myſelf 
more clearly. You will be immediately inſtalled 
ſove:eign of my heart; in right of which -you be- 
come miſtreſs of my houſe, and govern my ſer- 
vants, who from thencefurth will be your's. As 
I ſee all the beſt company, you muſt not be ſur- 
prized to find dukrs, marquiſſes, and even prin- 
ces of the blood coming to viſit at my bouſe, or 

Ds. ra- 


® Here is a long interval in Madame Du Rarry's 'life ; which we 
ſhall endeavour to fill up in brief, with all the certainty poſſible. She 
left Madame la Garde's houſe the end of January, 1765, and went to 
her mother's, who. was married a ſecond time to one Rangon, for 
whom Madame la Garde had prqcured a ſmall place under the Farmer 
General. Se lived with her mother very virtuouſly, excepting one 
lutle intrigue which ſhe had with a -peruke maker, a neighbour of her 
mother's, in Bourbon- ſtreet ; bat this affair made very little noiſe. 
There lived in the ſame ſtreet a Marchioneſs Duqueſnoy, who had 
card-playing twice a week; to fill up the group ſhe took young Lan- 
gon into her houſe, and the conſequence was that her houſe was muck 
treſorted to. She ſtaĩd there eighteen months; that is to ſay, all the 
year 2766, and the fix firſt months of the year 1767 ; at which period 
e. went to live with the Count du Barry. 
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rather your's. They will be proud of paying their 
reſpects to ydu, becauſe you will appear in the 
higheſt ſtile, as you will have diamonds, and 
every ornament. befitting a waman of the firſt 
rank. I have a public aſſembly once a week, 
when you will prefide, and do the honours of the 
houſe. All will become your admirers, As ſyon 
as you come to me I will give yau a few prepara- 
tory leflons, With your accompliſhments and 
graces you, will not fail to be admir:d and adored 
by all that ſee yau. Conſider of what I here 
write, and give your conſent. I ſhall go to- 
morrow to the Marchiane's Cuqueinoy's when 
I expect your anſwer. I am, in the mean time, 
with the moſt ipviolable attachment, my charm+ 
ing girl, Your's, &c. i 

| The Count Du BaxRN. 


LT T4200, 
To Mapanz Rangov, 


Avguft 2d, 1767, 

Mx Swiſe, my dear mother, told you 1 was 
not at home yeſterday. It ſhould not have hap- 
pened fo, if I had known of your comiag. But 
our aſſembly was ſo late before it broke up, that 
I roſe later than uſual yeſterday. Hitherio 1 
find nothing but what is agreeable in my new eſ- 
tabliſhment. The Count ſeems much attached 
| to 


— 
= 
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to me; be refuſes me nothing, and is eaper to 
prevent my. wiſhes. Our aſſemblies are exceed. 
ing brilliant; and if I may judge from the atten- 
tion paid to me, and the number and quulity of 
the perſons 1 ſee here, I think I ſhould be atne 
ioſs to find a new eſtabliſhment, in caſe the Count 
ſhould take it into his head to be reconciled with 
her to whom l ſucceed ; or that any other acci- 
dent ſhould break off our connexion. However, 
I will not trouble myſelf about what may happen 
hereafter ; I hare thinking, and love to enjoy the 
preſent moment. Adieu, my dear mother, the 
bearer of this will give you fix louis d'ors. Come 
to me to-morrow at eleven o'clock. Don'r ſay 
you are my mother, but aſk for Mademoiſelle 
Lnge, which is the name I paſs by here. 

| VAUBERNIER LAvox. 


LETTER XVIII. 


To M. Ravix de St. Forx, Treaſurer General 
of the Navy. 

December 6th, 2767, 

IAM, my dear St. Foix. extremely unhappy. 

Vou cannot poſfibly imagine how ill Du Barry 

behaves to me. I am tired of being expoſed to 

the brutality, and caprices of his temper. If my 

fituation has h. d its ſweets, they are now quite 

emhittered by his tyranny, and I am determined 

: to 
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to break with him and leave his houſe. Amongſt 
the number of gentlemen who frequent his houſe, 
you are the perſon I like beſt, for you ſrem to 
be of an amiable diſpoſition. I give you now a 
fair opportunity to prove the ſincerity of all the 
fine things you have faid to me; and the great 
profeſſions you have made me. But remember, 
I mean nothing but a ſerious connexion ; on ne 
other terms will I engage with you. You know 
well I have ſufficient choice ; but I have a regard 
for you, and I give you the refuſal, We ſhall 
both be gainers if you conſent to my propoſal. 
You will have the entire poſſeſſon of a woman 
who has ſome ptetenſions to beauty, and I ſhall 
have the ſatisfaction to be no longer within the 
power of a tytant. Adieu; determine ſpeedily, 
and let me have your anſwer. I am, if you chuſe 
it, entirely your's. 


LANG, 
EE TER ME 


To MaDdameg Rancon. 


3 Jen. 
YOU know, my dear mother, hat cauſe I 
have had here for uneaſineſs, and vexation. I could 
never have ſuppoſed that a man, for whom I felt 
no paſſion, could have gained ſuch an aſcendancy 
over me as the Count has done. However, fince 
| I ſaw 
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I faw you, things were carried to ſuch a length 
that I had determined to leave him. I had for 
that purpoſe written to a man, who pretended : 
love to me. But though he was of a temper to : 
ſacrifice every thing to pleaſures of the moment, 
he had his difficulties about engaging on a ſettled 
plan, and ſeemed unwilling to take charge of 
me. I was juſt thinking of making another 
choice, when an event, as fortunate as it was 
unexpected, made me alter my reſolution, and 
has attached me more than ever to Du Barry- 
1 have not time to relate particulars. I can 
.only ſay that Monficur Le Bel, valet de chambre 


to his Majefty, and his confident, is to dine here 

to-day. The Count ſpoke to him concerning 
me, and you may gueſs the occaſion of his q 
coming here, and what our defigns are. We | 
expect Le Bel every moment whilſt I write. 
Rejoice with me, my dear mother | Though 
nothing is yet certain, I caanot reſiſt entertain- 
ing the moſt flattering hopes. T he Count has 
made me paſs for his ſiſter-in-law, . and I am pre- 
pared to act my part accordingly. But I hear M. 
Le Bel's coach, 2122 „„ 
him. — my dear mother. 


VauBzRNIER Lancs. ph 


L E T- 
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LETTER XX. 
To Lawn, in London. 


| Compeigne, Sept, 3d, 1768, 


. 1 HAVEjuſt received your letter, my dear 
Lamer. It. was next to @ miracle that it found 
me after the alteration in my fortune. Luckily 
they ſent it from Madame La Garde's to my mo- 
ther, who conveyed it ſafely to me. You wiſh 
me to go to you at London, wh re you doubt not 
of my making my fortune. But all I could ever 
hope to get by your Engliſh. Lords, would not 

equal what I at preſent enjoy „and which at one 
time I could never p- My to expect. You 


little thought when we lived together, that you 
poſſeſſed a woman who ſhould one day bave a 


title, and become the miſtreſs of * s moſt Chtiſ- 
tian Majeſty. I think 1 fee you now rubbing 


your eves, as doubtirg whether you are per- J 


fectly awake whilft you read ths part. It is 
even ſo, my poor Lamet; I have married {fot 
form-ſake only) a great fat fellow, a Crunt Du 
Barry, and I am at this preſent moment at Com- 
peigne, where I exerciſe, with all its powers, the 
office of the favourite Sultana. I have no need 
to enjoin you ſ you muſt be ſenſible cf 
what conſequence it is to yourſelf, as well as to 
me, not to blab. In order to ſecu e ycur filence, 


4 | and 
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ind at the ſame time to make you ſome amends 
for the thouſand crowns I have coſt you, I ſend 

you incloſed a bill for a thouſand pounds ſter- 
_ It is payable to the bearer, ſo that when 
you receive the money you will have no occaſion 
to give your name. Pray write to me no more, 
"ill I ſhall point out what way you are to ſend 
your letters. I expect you will uſe diſcretion, 


and you may rely on my friendſhip, of with | 


with to give you proofs, 


LETTER XXI. 
From the Count Du BARAR x. 


nm 

1 O U are now, my deat * ſiſter, on the 
pinnacle of fortune's wheel. You have nothing 
left to wiſh for. But great eireumſpection muft 


„ Madame Du Barry was married the ift of September, 1768, at 
$6 Laurence's church, to William Du Barry, hier keeper's brother. 
Le Bel, who introduced her to the King, told his Majeſty that ſhe was 
married to a perſon of rank, not ſuppoſing he would ever take ſuch an 
extraordinary liking to her as he did. Fearing afterwards that the 
King would diſcover the impoſition through ſome other perſon, and 


that thereupan he ſhould be in diſgrace, he threw himſelf at the King's 


feet, and told him he had been impoſed upon himſelf, and that Ma- 
dame Du Barry was neither married, nor a woman of condition. 80 
« much the worſe, replied the King, let her be married immediately, 
* that it may be out of my power to be guilty of a folly.” Accord- 
ingly within a week the marriage was compleated. 


E 


The Counteſs Do a | 


be 
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be uſed to keep you from falling. When in pri- 
vate with the King, be always gay, lively, and 
good-humoured ; in public be reſerved, and de- 
cent; in ſhort, the ſame as you ſee all others of 
the court. I would not have you, however, 
carry yourſelf in a haughty. manner ; on the con- 
trary, you ſhould behave with the greateſt po. 
lteneſs and affability to every one, eſpecially to 
the ladies. You muſt needs think the women 
all envy you ; and that there is not one of them, 

who at the ſame time that ſhe makes you every 


profeſſion of friendſhip, does not wiſh your fall. 

Endeavour by every poſſible means to make the 
Duke de Choiſeul your ſtiend; be is a great mi- 
niſter, and can do what he pleaſes with his maſ- 
ter. Write to me every day. That I may give 
no jealouſy to people in office, I ſhall ſtay at Pa- 
ris, and will go very ſeldom to court. Lou. are 
ſenſible you have no friend that is to be truſted, 
befides myſelf; ſo do not fail to acquaint me with; 
the moſt trifling matter that concerns yourſelf, I 
am, your brother and friend. 


The Count Du . 


* LET. 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the Count Du BAR T. 
October oth, 1768. 
HIS Majeſty has the ene! for me, my 
dear brother, as ever. He is pleaſed whenever 
court is made to me. But I am much d flatisfied 
with the Duke de Choiſcul. Hef ems to have a 
ſett ed diſlike, The Dutcbeſs ® his fiſter is in a 
fury whenever ſhe lees me. When ſhe looks at 
me, it is with eyes full of revenge ard malice. 
It is impoſſible I can ever be upon terms with 


that woman. I am told the brother and fiſter 
have had ſongs made about me. Should I com- 


plain to the King? You ought to uon what. 


Arbe Dutcheſs de rammen was the moſt i intriguing as. 
longing to the court. She was haughty and imperious, and endea- 
voured to rule the whole court, She had gained ſuch aſcendancy 
over her brother the Duke de Choiſcul, that ſhe did with him as ſhe 
pleaſed, _ . This Dutcheſs, ſays a writer of that time, u as a complete 
court lady, in every ſenſe of the term: that is to ſay, ſhe was deter- 
mined, forward, and without ſhame. She conſidered decency of beha- 
viour as only proper for the velgar; and though ſhe was forty years of 
age, the fancied ſhe had ftill power to pleaſe the ſovereign, T 
advantage of her rank, and the favour in which her brother ſtood, ſhe 
intruded into the private apartments, and forced herſelſ upon the mo- = 
narch's ſecret pleaſures. Abuſing the caſfineſs of his temper, and hie 
paſſion for women, ſhe ſeveral times participated his bed, almoſt 
againſt his will. As this commerce was rather-the effect of tearing, 
and in ſome meaſure, always a violation of the King's inclinations» 
it was of courſe at an end, when e 4 brought to 


Aout. -d ir dt.” 
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paſſes abroad better than I do. How am I to 
act ? I wait your reply that I may riſque nothing 
without your advice. I am, with many acknow- 
ledgments, my dear brother, your fifter and 
friend, 


The Counteſs Du BA RR. 


Err E R XXIII. 
From the Count Dv BARR Y. 


Paris, October 16, 1768. 


WE muſt conduct ourſelves, my dear fiſter, 
with great prudence. As we cannot make the 
two Choiſeuls our friends, we muſt not give them 
cauſe of offence. If after having tried to make 
them look on us with favourable eyes, we cannot 
obtain our end, we muſt endeavour to undermine 
them by ſlow degrees ; which is no more than do. 
ing by them what they are at this moment ftri- 
ving to do by us. But let us be cautious not to 
make any open attack, till ſuch time as we have. 
a party ſtrong enough to oppoſe ta theirs. | 
I ſend you two liſts, which you muſt frequently 
conſult ; one of them will ſhew you who are of 
the Choiſeul party; their number you will find 
formidable. Be circumſpe&t; and yet at the 
ſame time always behave to them with extraor- 
dinary politeneſs. Liſten to no hints from them 


which may put you upon ſtrps that lead to your. 
' rum. 
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ruin. Strive.to ad 1 ſome of their creatures to 
our party, but have no perfect reliance on them 
until you are well convinced they are to be 
truſted. The ſecond liſt contains either ſuch of 
whoſe ſentiments we are doubtful, or the ſecret 
enemies of the Choiſeuls. Let your behaviaur 
to them declare your ihclinations to favour them, 
and your readineſs to uſe all your credit to make 
them your friends. I cannot repeat to you too 
often, to acquaint me* with every difficulty you 
meet with, upon which you may have time ta 
get my anſwer, Upon any ſudden nr os 
may conſult with my ſiſter. 

Four riſe has in a manner been brought abour 
by accident ; bat I would have you be of opi- 
nion that you will not be able to maintain your 
ground, unleſs you mean implicity to purfue” 
the plan of conduct which I ſhall lay down for 
you ; and that you will run the greateſt riſk in 
deviating from it but for a moment. Notwith- 
ſtanding - your diſlike of artifice, and cunning, 
be aſſured, that nothing elſe will ſupport you- 
I am not at all ſurprized at what. you tell me of 
Madame de Grammont's behaviour; no woman 
ever yet forgave her rival, As long as I am ſure 
that you pleaſe the King, 1 ſhould wiſh that ſhe 
carried her inſolence much further; and her jea- 
lous, and vindictive ſpirit will certainly hurry 
her to ſuch lengths 3s cannot fail to be as fatal 
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to her as they will be favourable to us, eſpeci- 
ally as her brother is ſo weak as to ſuffer himſelf 
to be governed by her: If you come ion Satur. 
day at Paris, as you-intend, I will tell you more 
than I have wrote here, though my letter is al- 
ready of a conſiderable, length. 1 am, * dear 
aller, your brother, and friend. _ 


© Bm Ovant Do Bankr. 


„. S. 1 Ara you that I knew of your 
veer the ſubject of a ſong before I received 
your detter. The Choiſeuls are certainly the oe. 
caſion of it; but, however, ſay not a word - of it 
to the King, for if he Knows nothing of it, your 
complaint will only ſerve to excite his curiofity, 
and that might * be attended * bad 


e ee (bl 
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LETTER XXIV. 5 5 | 
10 i Duke, DE mT, 


rr. 


G7 336 3 Paris, January 12th, 25 


I H AVE received your letter of excuſe . „ Sir, 


and [am willing eren. e — —4 
and 


® The — es this letter is pleaſant enough. - The Duke | 
had known Madame du Barry under the name of Mademoiſelle Lange, 
whilſt ſhe lived with the Count du Barry. ite went to Corſica, and 
returned from thence ſome time aſter her marriage. Ignorant that ſhs . 
was the King's miſtreſs, he enquired for her at the Count's ; being in- 
| | formed 


* | 
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and not apt to bear malice; but I would have 
You for e 
different manner. They deſerve to have reſpect 
ſhewn them. I wiſh you a good day, anc Wis 


ſir, &c. 
The Contes Do BAARL. 


* 4 
* 


LET TER XXV. 


From the Count Du BARA v. 


- 


170 April, 1769s 

| THE Choiſeul party will always have the 
upper hand of us, my dear ſiſter, until you are 
preſented at court. We muſt obtain this ho- 
nour. The Counteſs de Bearn has promiſed 
f to 


formed where ſhe lived, he flies to her, and by accident meets with 
her at home. He accofts her veryfamiliarly, attempts to ſalute her, 
and treats her as if the was a lady of pleaſure. She aſſumes a ſerious 
air, and tells him ſhe is married. .So much the better (replied the 
Duke) then we ſhall have the pleaſure of making a cuckold.” Ma. 
dame Du Barry finding him continue troubleſome, rungher bell, and 
bid her ſervants tell the Duke's people that he was going. The Duke 
ſurprized at ſuch a reception, went back to the Count Du Barry's and 
told him the ſtory. The Count informed him of her preſent muation, 
upon which the Duke wrote to apologize for his rudeneſs, We have 
not been able to procure a ſight of this letter; it was not amongſt thoſe 
which fell into our hands when Madame Du Barry was ſent to the 
Convent of Pont aux Dames. The letter muſt needs be a curioſity. 
„Madame de Bearn is ſprung from a family of rank, . but poor. 
She is the widow of a gentleman belonging to the body-guard. She 
came to Paris to follow a law-ſuit which ſhe maintained a long time 
againſt the family of Saluces, and which might be an object to her of - 
| 390,008 


4 


© 
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to introduce you; the critical ſituation of het 
affairs has removed every difficulty. We ſee 
plainly now the hatred and jealouſy of the Choi- 
They have not only countenanced the 
ſcandalous ſongs which ſpread about the court 
and city concerning you, of which they are ſe- 
cretly the authors, but they are more than ever 
attached to the Royal Family, whom they diſ- 
po againſt you as much as they are able, by 
ſetting you out in the blackeſt colours of ca- 
lumny and ſlander. As you ſtand higher than 
ever in the King's favour, you muſt take a re- 
ſolution to throw yourſelf at his feet in an agony 
of grief, and intreat him by all the regard he 
has for you, not to expoſe you to be ſcoffed at 
and reviled by your enemies, but to give orders 
for your being preſented. You will add upon 
this occaſion whatever your own feelings ſhall 
ſuggeſt to you. This is the only ſtep that can 
be taken likely to anſwer the end. See that you 
do it before the end of the-week ; and do it with 
ſach an emphaſis of grief, that the King's heart 
may be touched; I beg this may be the firſt 


300,000 livres. Having obtained a confiderable provifion, ſhe was 
enabled to appear according to her rank, and to improve her intereſt. 
She was related to the Richelieu and d' Aiguillon families, who affiſted 
her in gaining her cauſe, and afterwards prevailed upon her to preſent 
Madame Du Barry at court. The proſpect of fortune, which ſuch a 
Kep opened to her, c vercame her prejudices, and made her difregard 
— 


piece | 


I Au- DU BARKY: 
piece of intelligence I have from court. I am 
always your brother; and the trueſt friend you 
have in the world. 

The Count Du BaRRT. 


LETTER xxvl. 187 
From the 8 4 Ms. I 
SOME words which you let droþ to my 

filter, and which ſhe has communi to me, 

alarm me very much. You ſaid;-you were tired 
of having difficulties continually to ſurmount. 

What could be the worſt. that could happen ? 

* ſhould the King diſcard me, I will leave the 

* court; and with what he has already given me, 

* and the penſion which of courſe he will ſertle 

« upon me, I ſhall have enough to appear in the 

ic world, and lead a pleaſant and happy life.” 


Ah, my dear filter, how little do you yet know of 
the court! Be aſſured what would happen to 


you in ſuch a caſe would be confinement in a 
conyent for the reſt of your life, without being 
permitted to ſee a living creature ; nay you might 
think yourſelf well off to eſcape being poiſoned. 
I fay no more ; this is enough, I think, to frigh- 
ten you. Burn this letter. I tefer you to that 
I wrote to you the day before yeſterday. Fol- 


| low my laſt advice the moment you find an apF - 
portunity. The Count Du Ban RV. 
F LET 


— TY 
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a | From the SAME. 


Paris, 23d April, 1769- 

YOU fee, my dear ſiſter, by its effects, how 
proper the advice was which I gave you. You 
are now * preſcnted in ſpite of all the oppoſition 
of- the adverſe party. This event, by diſcover- 
ing the power you have over the King, muſt na- 
turally intimidate our enemies, put thern more 
on their guard, and leſſen their number, whilſt 
it makes a ſenſible increaſe in that of our friends. 
But do pou ftill continue circumſpect, and watch 
over your own conduct with the moſt ſcrupulous 
attention. But chiefly have a care that the open- 
neſs of your temper does not b tray you into 
fome imprud:nt obſervation, or diſcoui ſe, that 
may afterwards be reported to prejudice you 
with his Majeſty. If you ſhould have commit- 
ted any indiſcretion of the kind, take the firſt 
opportunity of mentioning it to the King your- 
ſelf, in that pleafing graceful manntr which is 
ſo natural to you, and wh'ch engages all who 
know you. By this means, a matter, which re- 
preſen ed by an ill-diſpo ed perſon, might ſet 
his Majcſty againſt you, will end in a laugh: 


Madame Du Carry was prcſented at court the 22d April, 1769, 
by the Counteſs de Bearn. 
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By being thus beforehand with your enemies, 
they will do themſelves more harm than they 
can do you, becauſe they ſhew that they bear 
you ill-will. You will think perhaps that 1 
dwell too much upon trifles ; but it often hap- 
pens that things of little conſequence in appear- 
ance, become in the end very ſerious matters: 
As I am under che neceſſity of giving you ad- 
vice upon matters that may h-reafter ariſe, as 
well as what actually do happen, it is poſſible 
that in the number of my obſervations, there may 
be many that you will have no occaſion to follow; 
I ſhall, notwithſtanding, continue the ſame prac- 
tice, becauſe there can be no danger in ſaying too 
much, and there may be fo in not ſaying enough. 
Your fituation, the conſtant hurry in which you 
live, and the oatural 1I:vclineſs of your temper, 
might betray you into acts of imprudence, aga-nſt 
which it is abſolutely neceſſary io warn you. 
Placed as I am behind the ſcene, I am able to 


form a better judgment of things than you can. 


poſſibly do; and your experience muſt convince 
you that I ſre things clearly. I am always with 
the ſame friendſhip, my dear ſiſter, your, &c. 


| The Count Du BARRY. 


F 2 "WEE 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
To Madame La GARD“. 


Verſailles, ;oth May, 1769. 

4 46 Gn; I was not at home 
when you took the trouble of coming here ta 
pay me a yifit. You have no need to aſk my 
ion; you have it already, and you may 
rely upon that, as well as upon my eſteem. I am 


. The Counteſs Du Banzy. 


LETTER XXIX. 
Jo the Count px STAINYILLE. 


1HAYV E received your letter, fir, 46d I 6p: 
ſwer it with the more pleaſure becauſe I can ac- 
quaint you at the ſame time that his Majeſty has 
granted . you the reyerfion of the government of 
Straſbourg, which I ſolicited for you myſelf, 
Yor ſee by that how aneh | was Re your Hye: 


 $ Old Madame La Garde, with whom Madame Du Barry livedia 
zhe-year 3764, received a viſit from her in the month of May, 2769 z 
on which occaſion the Counteſs diſplayed all her magnificence, with 
the view, no doubt, as much to mortify the pride of that filly old wo- | 
man, as to gratify her own vanity. Madame La Garde returned the -Y 
viſit, but not finding Madame Dy Barry at home, the leſt a note in J 
the porters lodge, fignifying that ſhe came to aſk her protection. 


it. 


Ma nan DU BARRT. 
it, I am much pled'ed with the regard: you exe 
preſs for me. If the Duke and your ſiſter 
thought as you do, we ſhould be the beſt friends 
in the world, um” a e 
towards it. I am intirely your's, 157 

| The Counteſs Dv u. 


L E T IT E K* AK. 
From the K 1 n 0“. 
9 | 73 | 7 | ff (Be 
INSTEAD of ſtaying till to-morrow, . 
would have you come this evening. I have 


ſomething to tell you that will give you pleaſure. 
Good day to you. Believe me, when I f L 


loye you. Lewis. 


- 
ds? 
1 * * 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the CovnTEzss Ds Brain. 


| ud Jude, thbg, - 

. I CANNOT thank you ſufficiently, madain, 
for all your kindneſs, civilicy, and attention ta 
me. I ſhould think that I abuſed your good- 


neſs, if I did not immediately grant you the liberty | 


© This letter is without date, but it axuſt have been wrinomin May, 2 
1769, becauſe what the King wanted to tell her, was, that he gave her 
the Chateau of Lucienne, which it appears ſhe had got polſefſion of in 
. n : 


you” 


= ” | 
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you defire, and which you have ſo long depri- 
ved yourſelf of on my account. It would be lay. 
mg too heavy a tax upon your friendſhip. You' 
have ſeveral times expreſſed to me how difagree- 
ably you paſſed your time in a place which you 
are fitter for than 1 am, and in which we both 
in a manner made our appearance together. 
You have-buſineſs at Paris; as ſoon as the jour- 
. ney to Marly is over, I ban you wank pot yonr- 
ſelf to no further inconvenience. Go to the 
Luxembourg-palace, and there live in retire- 
ment, and leave me to all the buſtle of Verſailles. 


But be affured I ſhall not forget you in your 
abſence, . eee madam, 


— 


The CounTtss Du Barry. 


LETTER XXXII. 
To the Chancellor Mavrtovu®. 


Mr. Chancellor, July 6, 176g. 
I AM unacquainted with law, but 1 think 

it contrary to juſtice, reaſon, and humanity, to 

5 | 1 


» The occafion of Madame Du Barry's writing to the Chancellor 
was this. A young woman at Liancourt in Picardy, proved with 
child by the curate of the pariſh, and had the misfortune to be deli- 
vered of one ſtill-born, without having firſt made the declaration pre+ 
ſcribed by the Ordinance in ſuch caſes. She was proſecuted, and ac. 
cording tothe letter of the law condemned to die. The ſentence was 
8 * con- 


"2 3 Torn _— 
— _ 


bi I DU BARRY.' ' $$ A 
bang u poor girl deliveted of u dead: child, : ĩð 
R T A 
pears to be the caſe of the petitioner, as it is for 
forth in the petition, which"F ſend you herewith. 
It ſcetns the is to ſuffer becauſe ſhe was ignorant 
of the law, or broke it'thtouglſſ\ modeſty {> U- 
tural to ber ſex. beg to refer che affair to your 
equity, 2s the unfortunate” creature deſerves to 
have rhercy ſhewn her. I think at leaſt ber ſens 
—_ to be changed to ſome other Pu- 
Your good ſenſe will inſtruct you how 
you ought . 1 have the honour to be, fee. 

TY Tue Covuress Do Bazav. 


TOTP '; rg 11 


LETTER 2 spat 


" From the SAME. 


"61 
v4 


Madam, and dear * Couſin, Hay 6h; e 


I AM not able to expreſs the ſatisfaftion 
you g ve me, in affording me an opportunity to 
1 Ae ſhew 
5 ; ? 5 PEEL ©. 
confirmed by the Parliament, and was going to be executed, when 
Monſieur de Mandeville, belonging ts the Black Muſqueteers, hearing; 
of it, intereſted himſelf in behalf of the poor girl, and went aa Marky, 
where the court then was, with a ſtate of the caſe, which ha da 
begging her carneRly to intercede for the girl's pardon. She compiled 


with his requeſt, and immediately wrote ihis letter, which Mande- 
ville delivered with his own hands to the Chancellor. f 


* Monſieur de Maupeou, in order to ingratiate hinafglf with the 
King, obſerving that the Du Barrys claimed alliance with the n- 
Tous 


* 


6 
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{ige-every occaſion which preſents. itſelf with a 
renbichich muſt convinge you of the truth of thoſe 
ſentiments.l am proud to have profeſſed for you. 
I haxe ordered a rr 
aaf, As ſoon. as the wautke Gems = 
wy hands, I. hall, grant your petitioner a pardon, 
It. doęs. not Hhecome me, who am at the head of 


thoſe Jays | which it is my duty to fee executed ; 
I cannot, however, my dear Cquſin, help con- 
fog that they wopld haye been infinitely bet- 


ter than they are, if they had been dictated by an 


underſtanding as enlightened, and a diſpoſition 
as benevolent as your own. You have given me 
this day a ſtriking proof of your love of humanity, 
though | .need; d not this freſh inſtance of the 
goodneſs of your h:art to be convinced” how 


worthy. a choice our maſter has . made. Ad eu 


wiſhrs are commands with me. I am with ref 
pect, &c. DE MavuPzou. 


vious family of the Earls of Barrymore, of the kingdom of Ireland, 


a' faniily-to which he was likewiſe related, ſupported their pretenfions, 


and affected to call Madame du Barry Cauſin, a circumſtance which 
- gave.his Mayeſty ſenſible pleaſure. The Chancgllor carried this flat- 
tery very far, for going one day to pay his court to Madame Du Barry, 


the company with her rifing; as he entered the room, out of reſpect 


to. hls dignity, de bad them fir el, adding, am only come hers 
LET. 1 


3 


4 


wer the great regard I have for you. - 1 halt | 


magiſtracy, to approve of your obſervations upon 


my charming Couſin, be aſſured the leaſt of your | 


FFF * 
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LETTER XXKv. 


From che Sams. * 


— | dwg n 


APARDON 7 young w- 
igations do I nct owe. to you. 


man. What obli 
ſince 1 may ſay upon this occaſion that I have 


been inſpired by the goddeſs of tenevolence ! 
Des Mavrzov. - 


1 am, &c. 


LETTER XXXV. 


_ Tor the Count Ret "Bank." aer 


a = 


20th July, „ 


1 AM more- 3 ever, — the 


King's good graces, and I ſtand upon the beſt. 
faoting at court. The Duke de Richelieu is 


imirely at my devotion. The Chance lor, as 


you know, is become any caufin, and pays me 
the greateſt reſpect. Ihe Nuke de Choiſcul no 
longer bates me as beſppe. He accompanied me 


<V— 


yeſterday to Triel, which I am perſuaded to 


purcha'e. . The Duke de Richelieu adviſ s me 


to be upen my guard with him. The Ducheſs \ 


de Grammont, in order to be out of my Way, 
is gone upon her travels, and is ſuppoſed at this 


G | with 


Os 
* 


t. me to be in Holland. B'effiogs go with ber! 
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I with to hear no more of her. Hav. you tie- 
ceived the order for 200,000 livres upon Bau- 
Jeon, which 1 ſent you on Monday laſt? You 
make no mention of it. I ſhall be at Paris to- 
morrow. You will find me at the Opera. 
am, &c. The Counteſs Du Barger, |} 


LETTER XXXVI. 
To the Counteſs DR Moran. 


| 4th Auguſt, 1769, 
I SEND you an expreſs to acquaint you, 
madam, that I haye obtained the pardon of 
Monfieur and Madame Ce * Louerme. Hig | 
Majeſty granted it me in the moſt obliging man- 
ner. © I am happy” (iid be) © thar the firſt 
10 fayour you extort from me, ſhould be an act 
« of mercy.” Come to-morrow and thank the 
King, and you will at the fame time de a wier 
neſs of the pleaſure I feel in being able to haves 
obliged you. I am, &c. + I 
I be Counteſs Du Ban zr, 1 


„ The Count and Counteſs de Louerme were condemned to lol? 
their heads. The Counteſs de Moyan was their daughter. Tl.e Chan- 
cellor refuſed their pardon, unn Acorn 
Five his couſin an opportunity to diſtinguiſn herſelf. | | 
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LETTER XXXVI.. 
From the Marchioneſs de MovrMerzNCy. 5 
I HAVE, my charming Counteſs, a ſingular 
project in my head. You know the Duke de ® 
Boutteville ; he is not a young man now, and 
has in his time committed a great many follies, 
but he is reſolved to amend his life, As the firſt 
proof of it, he bas exprefſed his defire to tharry 
again, and has aſked me to recommend him a 
wife. I laughed at firſt at his reſolution, but 
when 1 found him in earneſt, I told him that 
- the wife be ought to have ſhould be a diſcreet 
ſenſible perſon, who might be able to give him 
advice; that I knew ſuch a perſon, but that I 
could not anſwer if ſhe would have him. He 
aſked me feveral times who the was, and at laſt I 
informed him that it was Mademoiſelle Du Barry, 
your fiſter. If I have done wrong, my dear 
madam, my earneſt deſire to become your rela- 
tion muſt be my excuſe. Speak to your fiſtet 
upon the ſubject. If the match takes place, ſo 
much the b-trer; if it does not, 9 
the leſs your friend whilft I live. | 
The Marchioneſs de Monratons nor. 


* The Duke de Boutteville was one of che firſt families in Francs, 
but a man of bad character, and greatly involved in debt. This . 
propoſal rom the Marchioneſs was quite political, and by it the paid * 
court to the favourite in a particular manner. 
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LETTER XXXVIL. 
To the Sams. 


MY ger and I are highly flattrred, madam, 
by the alliance · you propoſe. I have ſpoke of it 
to the King, who gives his conſent. Settle every 
ching in the beſt manner; ve leave you to do as 
you like. Be affured 1 wiſh as much as you for 
ſo defirable an alliance. I embrace ycu, 1 
your friend, : 


The Counteſs Do N 


LETTER XXXIX. 
To the Duke » AIGVUII IOX T. 


vo u are too much my fend, fr, for me- 
to let any opportunity ſlip of do ng you ſeryice. 1 
I have aſked the King's conſent to your being 


„The marriage, however, did not take place; becauſe the Dole de 
Bourteville as a preliminary to it, - demanded the liberty of the Duke * 
d'Olonne, his ſon, who out of reſpect to his birth was impriſoned | 
oi TIT > IIS wn th TPO HN 
demand was not allowed. * 
+ Several letters addreſſed to Madame Du Barry, nne : 
in this co lection, appear to be without dates. They were found ſo 
"amongſt her papers; and'it is not certain whether this omiffion hag- 
pened through deſign or negligence. However that was, it bs EY 
better to a) them before the public in the C. me manner they.came to 
our hands, than to make any addition. 
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commandant of the light horſe guards, a com- 


- miſſion you wiſhed to purchaſe. But the Duke 


5 de Choiſeul aſks it of me for the Viſcount de 
« Choiſcul,” ſays the King to me.—In that caſe, 
replied I, there is an additional reaſon why you 
ſhould grant my requeſt t puniſh him in ſome 
degree for his ill behaviour to me. His Majeſty 
ſmiled, and faid he could refuſe me nothing. 
You are therefore pleaſed, and ſo am I. My com- - 
plimenis to my dear friend, Madame d'Aguilion. 
] wiſh you a grod day, * the 
King's light horſe guar.is. 

The Counteſs Du Bazar: 


LETTER XL th 


„ 


From the Duke 5 Ren; LIED. . 


. 
M 4 yy 5 0 "IO . l * 1 "7 2 
y lovely Counteſs, : „ © 4a 
. . 


YOU muſt wet Fg op to che in⸗ 
ſolence of the Count de Lau: aguais. He bat . 
juſt taken à girl out of St. Hanore-ſtreet, has 
furniſhed a houſe for hes, and has made her take 
the title every where of Counteſs du Tonneau. 
You ſee the ſareaſm in this piece of impertinence.* 
If it is winked-at a few days, . 


over Paris; it ruſt therefore be ffopt in its er 


® Madame du Barry laughed very heartily at thejoks, but gpiang- 
ment was more ſevere. The poor Counteſs du Tonneau was ſent toa 
houſe of correction; and the Ceunt de Lauraguais eſcaped receiving 
2234 by ſerting off immediately for London, 
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ginning. . The Count de Lauraguais is a friend 
of the Duke de Choiſeul ; you ſee whence ic 
aroſe. I am, with reſpect, my charming Counteſs, 
your moſt devoted humble ſervant, | 


The Duke pz Richert. 


LETTER XII. 
To Madame pz MIAETOIX. 


Verlailles, January rf, 2770, 

I HAVE been this morning, my dear ma- 
dam, according to my promiſe, ta 'aſk the King 
NA you. But you can- 
not have it ; and do you know why ? Becauſe the 
King had deſigned it as a new year's gift for a 
very bed woman. You eafily gueſs I mean my- 
ſelf. The King inſiſts upon my ke-ping it. No- 
thing could be more flattering, than the manner 
| In which the King beſtowed this ſavour ; but I 
ſhould have been ſtill better pleaſed if the King 
— Ine FELT CLINE 


: 7 te at a ab 
belonged during her life to the late Dutcheſs de Laursguais. 

+ It may perhaps be ſuppoſed that Madame du Barry ſollicited this 
Favour for herſelf, inſtead of aſking it for Madame de Mirepoix : but 
he was a woman of fincerity, and the ſhort account ſhe has given of 
the matter in der letter, does her leſs credit than the fact itſelf as it 
|  happencd. : 

* by 0 uw 
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confetring favours than in receiving them. Alk 
me to do you a greater piece of ſervice, and you 
will ſee with what pleaſure I ſhall urd:rt:k- it 1 
embrace you, my dear madam, moſt cordially. _ 


The Counteſs Du Baznr. 
LETTER SIE... 
To the — D'E VitienoOY. 
| February . m 


Y OUR letter, fir, fo far from excuſing you 
to me, has only ſerved to ſet me more againſt 
you, by expoſirg the unworthineſs of your con- 
duct, and the baſeneſs of your diſpoſition . I 
will never ſee you, nor ſfeak to you more. Do 
not ſet a foot within my doors. l 


The Counteſs Do Banz r. 


* The Duke de Villeroi was a great libertine. He fell deſperitdly 
in love with a waiting-maid in Madame du Barry's ſervice, called 80 
phia, whom he debauched, and ſhe proving with child, he togk ber 
to bis houſe as his miſixeſz. Choiſeul knowing that he often wen to 
Madame du Barry's houſe, reproached him with paying ſuch ſervile 
court to her. You are miſtaken, (ſaid the Duke) I ſhould never 
4 have been in that creature's houſe, but for the ſake of Sophy, 
4 her woman; and as a proof of what I ſay, I have taken her in keep- 
« ing.” This diſcourſe reaching the cars of Madame du Barry, the 
forbade Villeroi her houſe ; he was mean enough afterwards to writs 
her a letter of excuſe, to which this is a reply. | 
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LETTER XII. 


From the Abbe Tin ar, Comptroller Generil 
of the Finances. 


| 
MADAM, 


T H E friendſhip you have been pleaſed to ho- 
nour me with, and the kind thiags you have ſaid 
of me to your auguſt admirer, make i: my duty 
to ſhew my gr-titude in a moſt particular manner. 
1 have now a delign to execute, which I hope will 
meet with yout approbation, 
be King allous yuu a penſion of 30,000 livres 
a mouth ; which is certainly too I tile, conſider- 


ing che great expence you we obliged to be at. 
You know it well yourſelf, becauſe you are under 


the neceffity of drawing upon the court banker, 
which drafts I take as caſh. in the accounts I 
ſettle with him. I ſhall adviſe his Majeſty to 
double your allowance, and I ſhall recommend 
it to him, upon a principle af œ⁰οm, as ĩt 
will permit your giving orders, or ſend ng in 
bills for payment, which.I ſhall tell him are to a 
conſiderable amount. Betwixt ourſelves you 
may continue to draw, as before, and I ſhall 
allow your drafts in the banker's account. This 

is what I am juſt now able to do, to ſhew you 


| a 
MApAut DU BARRY. 


.. _ 
the zeal and attachment which I have for you, 
and which will end only with my life. I am 


with reſpet, madam, &c. 


TzRRAY, 
LETTER XIIV. 
To the SAME. 


YOU are, my dear Abbe, a moſt charming 
man. What you do muſt be for the beſt, and can- 
not but prove as agreeable to his Majeſty, as it's 
to me. I thank you beforehand for your kindnefs. 
Believe me always ready to do you every ſervice 


in my power. I wiſh you a good day. | 
The Conus Dy Bike: 


LETTER XI. 
From the Duke pz RIU ZI 120. 


BEWARE, my charming Counteſs, how 
you follow the ſcheme which the Duke de 
Noailles has put into your head of going to Ba- 
reges, to drink the waters there, in order to avoid 


being preſent at the arrival of the Dauphineſs ; 


This regulation accordingly took place, and Madame Du Barry 
did the ſame, and that to what amount he pleaſed The Abbé Terray 
Auel et his houſe at La Motte, the 22d of Februa'y, 1278. 


H under 


© 
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under pretence that you would be quite eclipfed 
amidſt the entertainments prepared for her re- 
ceprion, and that the Princeſs might offer you 
ſome ſlight. The Duke de Noailles in giving 
you this advice has proved himſelf not youp 
friend, and that he has been put upon it by the 
Duke de Choiſeul, who certainly wiſhes to take 
advantage of your abſence to ruin you with the 
King, You are the divinity h's Majeſty adores ; 
leave him not therefore for a moment. Young, 
and handſome as you are, you do not know the 
danger of abſence. What means might not then 
be made uſe of to draw him off from a paſſion, 
' which now conſtitutes his whole happineſs, but 
which would then be repreſented to him in tłe 
moſt odious colours Age weakens deſire, un- 
leſs it is conſtantly excited. I ſhall ſay no more, 
but be aſſured, my lovely Counteſs, you riſæ 
every thing if you are once abſent. I am, with Þ 
great reſpect, &c. ; 3 


The Duke de RichzLinu, 
LETTER.XIM. 
To the Duke d' ArcvitLos, 


| = zoth Auguſt, 1770. 
'.I THANK you, my dear Duke, for your 
advice. Richelieu was of your opinion, and I 
am now well pleafed that! followed it, ſince the 
Nauphineſy | 


A DUBARKY, 
Dauphineſs. received me ſo graciouſſy. With 
.reſpe& to your affair, though I am not a woman ' 
of buſineſs, yet I affiſted the Chancellor yeſters 
day in obtaining a ſtop to the proceedings agaiuſt | 
you in Parliament. I told the King, as we had 
agreed, that Choiſeul had made a party amongft 
the Judges againſt you, becauſe you l. ad favoured 
my intereſt. His Majeſty has determined to 
go and withdraw all the papers relative to the 
buſineſs, as he looks upon you . 
from the accuſations laid to your charge. Y 
may now reſt eaſy: I embrace my dear Du- 
as Arr. 

e The Counteſs Du Baxir, 


LETTER XI. 


To the SAME. . 2 


I BELIEVE it is impoſſible, my deaf - 
Duke, for art to produce a perfecter, or more 
elegant work of its kind, than the vis-a-vis which 
you. have ſent me. How much ought I to 
admire the great taſte of the director of this 


| © Upon Madame Du Barry's ſolicitation the King bel aBed of Juſtice 
on the goth of September, 2770, and withdrew the papers relating to 
the proceedings again the Duke d'Aiguillen. In acknowledgmen. 
of this picce of ſervice, the Duke had a vis-L-vis built and preſented to 
his benefaQreſs. Nothing of the kind could be more magnificent ; it 
excited rhe curiogty of the whole cit7 cf Paris. It coft the Duke 
9 | 


H 2 magni- 


<Z 
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magnificent piece of art, whilſt I look with 
nſtoniſhment at the extraordinary talents of the 
artifts employed upon it! 1 ſhall have a parti- 
cular pleaſure in making the King partaker of 
my ſatisfaction. However, as nothing of che 
kind was ever produced of ſo much grandeur 

I am'uneafy left his Majeſty ſhould oppoſe the 
earneft defire I feel to make uſe of this preſent. * 
But be thar as it wil, I beg you to accept of my * 
acknowledgmients, and to reſt aſſured thatwhitft 
I live I thall be always ready upon every occa- - 
fion e n NT I IEEE: | 
ment with which 1 am, & . 1 
| The Counteſs Do Bazzy. 


LETTER XVII. 
From the Duke dz Noa bLLES. 


ü M4 A, | 
I AM charged with 2 commiſſion from the 
Ducheſs de Grammont to you, and find the } 
more pleaſure in fulfilling it as it gives me an 
opportunity to treat with the divinity that form 
the delight of the court. The lady in queſtion 
is unhappy not to be upon good terms with you. 
She is not able to account for the coolneſs which 
Madame Du Barry aQually never made uſe of this carriage, as the 
King thinking it too fine commanded her not. —_ 
| ſubſiſts 


\ 


* * 
= 
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ſubſiſts berwixt you. She has a particular o- 
gard for you, and as fhe-is juſt rerumed ſvom ur 
has choſen me for her mediator. - May I fler 
myſolf with ſacceſs ? For my dun part, Ican a- 
ſure you that ſhe is very unhappy to have behaved 
to you upon ſome occaſions as ſhe has done but 
this confeſſion, and the ftep ſhe has now taken, 
ought to obtain her pardon, eſpecially witch 
lady, chat like you, madam, has feveral tim 
diſcovered great generoſity of temper. ' I beg. 
therefore, you will grant her requeſt, and ho- 
nour me with an anſwer. I am, with reſpe@, . 


The Duke De NoaiLLEs. 


LETTER, XLIX. 
To the SAME. 


HOW, fir, is the Dutcheſs Grammont at 

a loſs to aſſign a reaſon for my coolneſs * 
her? 12 have forgot her inſulting haughti- 
neſs, the indecent manner in which the 
treated me? Can ſhe have forgot the ſongs ſhe 
cauſed to be made, as well againſt the King, to 
| whom ſhe owed many obligations, as againlt 
me? Has ſhe forgot all her little artifices, and 
wicked plots to injure me with the King, and 


royal 


— 
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royal family? If all theſe villainous attempts ase 
blotted out of her memory, they are ſtill freſh in 


mine but they remain there only to be deſpiſed. 
Notwithſtanding this, I bear her no ill will. 
Tell her, I ſhall never think of her, provided [ 
never ſee her. If ſhe never appears at court, but 
lives-quietly at Paris, I promiſe her and you 
that I will never interrupt her repoſe. If ſhe 
PR eee eee Hi Het 

it. I am more generous than ſhe is, and I am 
.content to wiſh ſhe would honour .me with her 
indifference, as I promiſe her mine. I am, fir, 
&c. | 


The Counteſ Du Bazar. 


LETERRS 1 
From th Chancellor MavFzov, 


| - Docamber cit, 23368 
Madam, and dear Couſin, | 


; YOU have as great an influence over the af. 
falls of, government, as if you held the reins of 
ſtate in your own hands; therefore, as our in- 
tereſt is the ſame, we ought to be ſtrictiy united, 
and do nothing but for the public good, in which, 
as good ſubjects, our advantage is concerned. 

We gave the day before * as you well 


© * 
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ſerved, a little chaſtiſement to the Parliament, 8 4 
ia recommending to that body to be circum- 
ſpect for the ſuture; but this haughty court, 
whoſe ambition aims even at the uſurpation of 
the ſovereign authority, is encouraged by the 
Duke de. Choiſeul, its protector, to remonſtrate 
againſt his Majeſty's new law, which is in reality 
no more than an old regulation revived that has 
been regiſtered above a century ago, and conti- 
aued ever ſince in force. As the Duke de Choi 

ſeul js our common enemy, and more yours than 
he is mine, ſince you are not ſafe ſo long as he „ 
continues in place, and as the moment is now e 
come when we may rid W 
let us both be firmly united. | 

Let your part be to 3 
his Majefty that Choiſeul is ſecretly ſtirring up 
the Parliament to rebel againſt him. I ſhallgive 
his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt proofs to confirm what 2 
you advance in a light matter; and I ſhall ſhew : 
him, by papers in my poſſeſſion, that the 
. Dutcheſs of Grammont, under pretence of tra- 
velling for her pleaſure, has endeavoured to ſtir 
up the other Parliaments, and render them dif- 
obedient to his orders. The Duke d'Aiguillon, 
and the Abbe Terray, will artfully give his 
Majeſty to underſtand, that Choiſeul, in order to 
preſerve his intereſt, uſes indirect methods to 


- 

. 
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bring on a war, though to all appearance he 
gives into his Majeſty's pacific views. 
This is more than enough to work the ruin of 
this ambitious Miniſter with our Monarch, who 
entertains little regard for him at preſent, and 
keeps him in offiee only becauſe he is become 
| accuſtomed to him; and in a manner againſt his 
inclinations, as he fears him, and looks upon him. 
to be a uſeful man. This is the line of conduct 
we are to purſue. 


IJ am delighted with your late pleaſantry on 


the ſubject of Choiſeul . Theſe kind of ſtrokes 
have their good effect; but it requires a degree 
of wit equal to that you poſſeis to invent ſuch 
well- timed ones. I need not recommend ſecreey 
to you in our proceedings, you are as much con- 
cerned in concealing them as I can be. I an 
with reſpect, &c. D Maursov- 


Two ftrokes of Madame Du Barry's wit with reſpe& to Choltur 
e eee eee 
this letter, does not appear. They are theſe. 

One day, as Madame Du Barry was with the King, the bell two 
oranges in her hand, which ſhe threw from her ** 
H. | 

Another time the met one of her cooks upon the ſtairs, wit fome- 


thing reſembled the Duke. Are you in my ſervice ? ſaid the to him. 
« Yes, madam,” replied the cock. You have a very I look,” fad 


< the, go tomy ſteward, tell him to diſcharge you directly, and let ma 
4 ſez you no more. Her arders were inſtantly obeyed ; and being the 
fame evening with the King, ſhe told him of it, adding, I have diſ- 
% miſſed my Choiſcul, when do you diſmiſs yours ? 

LE T- 
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L k T TER LI. 
To the Duke Dx ba Vans. 


24th December, 1770, ten o'clock ls the morning. 
HEREWITH are two letters de cachet 
which the King has ſigned, and which he direQts 
you to communicate to the Duke de Choifeul 
and Praflin immediately. e OP 
1 am, cc. jt 


* 


SEO EE 


LETTE —_— BE 
From the Duke D"A10viiion. * 01 | 


1 an Decqmbar 9730. 
I HAVE 8 madam, too many marks 


of your favour to be at all nd 


® Theſe Letters de Cachet were as follow: e 2142 
2. That to.the Duke de Choiſeul; ' £287 07 48 
«« Coufin, | 
«« The diffatisfaQtion 1 have from your ſervices, olliges me to baniſh. 
< you to Chanteloup, whither you muſt go in four-gnd-rwenty.. 
+ hours. I would have ſen you farther'off but for the particular r- 
«+ gard I have for de Ducheſs de Chojſeul, whoſe ſtare of health 1 
« conſider. Have a care that your conduct does not oblige me to 
<« take other meaſures. n 
- © keeping.” | | LOU. 
ö and I baniſh you to 
< Praſlin, c N 
LOUIS, 


I inſtance 


| _ 
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inſtance of your goodneſs which you now honour 
me with. Permit me, at the ſame time that I 
return you my acknowledgments, to offer a few 
reflexions on the actual ſituation of things. 
The ſtriking proof I have received of the 
King's protection in my affair, has raiſed me 
many enemies; and that event is too recent to 
make it at all prudent in me to accept, juſt at 
this time, the place you have prevailed on his 
Majeſty to appoint me to. Beſides which, 
madam, the uni verſal concern diſcovered by the 
public in general for our enemies at the moment 
of their exile, made it rather a matter of triumph 
to them, and cannot but operate difagreeably on 
thoſe who ſhall be their ſucceflors, I think 
then, without diſcuſſing the point any further, 
it will be more prudent in me to ſtay behind the 
curtain for ſome time, and wait a more favour- 
— opportunity for making my entrance on 
the theatre. All the precaution to be uſed will 
be, to take care that the perſons who hold the 
places in the interim, are not ſuch as have power 
or abilities to make us fear they will keep them 
* defiance of us, When the people have vented 
their ſpleen upon them, and when, from their 


®* Thy place here fpoken of, is that of Miniſter et the Marine De- 
which Madame Du Barry had procured for the Duke, and 


| | 
a principle of found policy he refuſed to accept at this | 
poſkil-yl 
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unſkilful management of affairs, a change ſeems 
to be wiſhed for by the public, it will then be 
time for me to appear. As I ſhall then become 
in a manner neceſſary, I ſhall have it more in 
my power to give you real proofs of my attach- 
ment. You do not want ſagacity, madam, to 
comprehend my plan, nor addreſs to aſſiſt me 
in the execution of it. You know well there 
are times when, according to a vulgar obſerva- 


tion, we ſbould go back in order to leap the further. 
The Duke oA IOC UILLOox. 


I am, &c. 


LETTER LI. 


To the Abbe TERRAY. 


| 34 January, 2777. 
THE King is ſtill undetermined, my dear 
Abbe, whom to fix upon for the office of Mi- 


niſter for the Marine Department. I mentioned 


you, and I imagined the Chancellor, who was 


by at the time, would have ſeconded me; but 


he ſaid not a word. His Majeſty replied, that 
ſeveral had been propoſed to him, but he did 
not know. to whom to give the preference. 
However, that there may be no delay in the 
buſineſs of this department, through the uncer- 
tainty of the King's mind, I have adviſed his 
Majeſty to give you that poſt, upon condition 

I 2 that 


in 
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that you reſign it upon another Miniſter being 

appointed. His majeſty has conſented, and you 
now hold the office of Miniſter of the Marine 
department in commendam ;. let it be your care, 
my dear Abbe, to conduct yourſelf in this new 
office in ſuch a manner that you may be ſettled 
in it. As the war-department would not ſuit 
you, I did not think of propoſing it for you. 
The Prince de Conde has been very buſy in ſo- 
hciting the King for a Marquis de Monteynard, 
hom I do not at all know. The King has gi- 
ven his conſent, and we ſhall ſee what he can do, 
and how we ſhall like him. Adieu; believe 
me always your friend, 
The Counteſs Du BaRRT. 


As everything is done for intereſt, the Prince de:Conde had his in 
the appointment of the Marquis de Monteynard. He had a long time. 
wiſhed for the re- eſtabliſiment of the office of the Grand Maſter of the: 
Artillery in his favour, which would have been worth to him annually 
400,000 livres; and he thought that the miniſter of the war-depart- 


ment being his creature, he would be the firſt to make this propoſal. \ 


for him. But the Marquis de Monteynard, (whether it was, that he- 
was unwilling to reduce his own income and authority by detaching fo 
large a portion of his department, or whether he really conſulted the- 
good of the ſtate) repreſented to the King, that at a time when the 
Iituation of his finances required a reduction of the war-extraordina-. 
ries, it did not ſeem proper to load the eſtabliſhment by granting the 
prince ſuch a favour. The buſineſs was accordingly dropt. 
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LET. 
From the Chancellor Maur zo v. 


| Macan, and dear Couſin, 


I DO not conceal from you, that ſo far from 
engaging the King to appoint the Abbe Terray 
to the marine department, I have ſolicited it for 
M. Bourgeois de Boynes; and I beg of you, 
that you will not inſiſt upon its being given to 
the Abbe, though you ſhould not chuſe to ſpeak 
to his majeſty in my fricnd's favour. You know 
I made the Abbe Terray comptroller-general ; 
and I hoped to attach him to me, and engage 
him to forward all my ſchemes ; this, to be ſure, 
he has not failed to promiſe me, but he had de- 
termined with himſelf not to be as good as his 
word. So far from furniſhing me with what 
was neceſſary for breaking the parliament, and 
. ruining our enemies, the Choiſeul-party, he was 
continually raiſing freſh difficulties in my way. 
Na one vas better inſtructed in all the ſecrets of 
the parliament, or knew the characters, diſpoſi- 
tions, and views of his ancient colleagues than 
he did; yet he gave me not the leaſt aſſiſtance, 
nor offered me any advice, but left me to bear 
the whole weight and trouble of the enterprize 
myſelf. It was not, you may be affured, that 
he conſulted the public good, or that he felt 


ay 
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any ſentiments of compaſſion, or regard for his 
colleagues, but that he conſidered my project as 

impracticable. He was in hopes that I ſhould 
fink under it; and then he ſaw a proſpect of 
ſacceeding me in the firſt office of juſtice, when 
he meant to propoſe a plan directly contrary to 
mine. Fortunately, M. de Boynes aſſiſted me; 
he communicated to me all he knew; he aided 
me in the execution of my plan; and now lends 
me the ſame help. The King is acquainted 
with his abilities and merit, and I hope will re- 
ward him with the office of miniſter of the ma- 
rine department ; and I wiſh it the more, becauſe 
he will find in him a man of ſound judgment, 
and great application *. I beg therefore, ma- 
dam, and dear coufin, that you will not overſet 
my deſign, becauſe it wilt have the beſt conſe- 
quences. As to the Abbe Terray, we muſt by 
no means break with him, but ſoften him by fair 
promiſes, and by this mezns keep him in conti- 
nual dependance. I expect you to dinner to- 
morrow according to promiſe ; notwithſtanding 
the buſineſs we have upon our hands, I hope you 
will divert yourſelf. I have the honour to be, 
&c. Dz Mauvrov. 


* This M. de Boynes was no better than the Chancellor or the 
Abbe Terray. He was an intriguing man, who in order to advance 
himſelf into the council, made him ſelt uſeful to the Chancellor, and 
ferved him at firſt faithfully; but as ſoon as he had got footing, he 
ſormed his own party, and ſtrove to raiſe himſelf on the run of his 
patron, and tiz Abbe, whyſe advancem-rt he envied. 
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LSE Fr e 
To the Abbe TERRA. 


YOU are wrong, my dear Abbe, to ſuppoſe 
that it was owing to me that the marine depart- 
ment is given to M. de Boynes: You may be 
aſſured that I did not interfere inthe appointment; 
and, for my own part, I am ſorry you had not 
the preference. You muſt not on that account 
be out of humour, as I find you are; nor think 
of throwing up your poſt, if the King accepted 
your reſignation. I aſked his Majeſty, why he 
had not thought of you for the office; and he 
anſwered me, that nobody underſtood the actual 
ſtate of his finances ſo well as yourſelf, and 
therefore you would be more uſeful to him in 
your preſent office than in any other. So I 
would not have you caſt yourſelf down, but be 
diligeat in your poſt, and give univerſal ſatiſ- 
faction; and let your buſineſs be put on ſuch a 
regular plan that any one may puſye your 
track ; we can then put you into employment of 
more conſequence, You know the office of 
miniſter for foreign affairs is vacant; the King 
does not mean to appoint any body to it yet, 
and it is impoſſible but he may name you fo 
it, I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du Barzy, 
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LEFT ER EL 
To the Baron De BRETEZVUII. 


PRINCE Lewis has ſolicited to go ambaſ- 
ſador to the court of Vienna, and has. got the 
Prince de Soubiſe likewiſe to ſolicit for him. 
The King could not refuſe it. But as that em- 
baſſy was intended for you“, I have prevailed 
on his Majeſty to appoiat you for Naples, which 
though it is indeed leſs important, is yet full as 
honourable. His Majeſty conſented to this pro- 
poſal with great pleaſure, as he is well acquaint- 
ed with your merit and abilities. I am, fir, &c. - 

The Counteſs Du Baxxv. 


LETTER LVI. 


From the Chancellor Mavezov. 


{ Madam, and dear Couſin, 8 1 
I SEE chat you are as well acquainted with the 
character of your auguſt lover, as I am myſelf. 
| He 


® The Baron de Breteuil was a creature ef the Duke de Choiſeul's, 
and a perſon who had great merit in point of negotiation. But it 
was feared that he would intrigue with the Queen of Hungary, and 
engage her to write preſſingly in favour of the Duke de Chorſeul. Te 
as eſſential to the partizans of Madame Du Barry, ee 
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He is too good; too eaſy; the ſeverity he has 
ſhewn in puniſhing his refractory Parliament, 
appears to him to be too great. It is for his in- 
tereſt that ho alteratioſ be made; and by a na- 
tural conſequence it is eſſentially ours, for we 
have declared ourſelves too openly againft thoſe 
tribunals not to have every thing to fear from 
their re-cſtabliſhmient. His Majeſty muſt be 
alarmed then, juſt when his eaſineſs is on the 
point of changing to mildneſs; and he muſt be 
inſpired with reſolution in ſpite of nature. For 
this purpoſe we muſt put every device in prac- 
tice. One now preſen's itſelf which muſt not 
eſcape us: Amongſt the pictures to be fold out 
of the cabinet of the late Baron de Thiers, is a 
portrait of Charles I. King of England, whoſe 
head was cut off by his Parliament. Purchaſe that 
picture at any price; under pretence of its being a 
family picture, becauſe the Du Barrys ſpring from 
the houſe of Stuart. You will place it in your 
apartment, by the ſide of the King's picture, and 
hen his Majefty views it, he will of courſe la- 
ment the fate of the Engliſh monarch ; you muſt 
take that opportunity to obſerve; that perhaps 


the court of Vienna, who was devoted to them; the prefereace there- 
fore, was given to Prince Lewis, before whoſe vEry eyes, in manner, 
the partition of Poland was made, without his being acquainted with 
it. When the King heard of it, he ſaid with great bitterneſs ; Ah if 
had had Choiſeul with me now, this had never happened.” But he 
fell again into his accoiomed indcleace, and ſoon forgot this loſs. 
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his Parliament might have attempted the ſame, 
if I had not detected their criminal deſigns be- 
fore they had arrived to ſuch a pitch of daring 
wickedneſs, An apprehenſion of this nature ſug- 
geſted by you, my dear Couſin, will ſteel him a- 
gainſt all the artempts and machinations of our 
enemies. Burn this letter, but obſerve its con- 
tents. I am, with reſpect, &c. 


Dz Maurzov. 


LETTER LVIII. 
From the Count Du BARRT. 


; May 23d, 17717. 
I AM now returned home, my dear fiſter, af- 
ter my journey, and I find with very great ſatiſ- 
faction, that you are in the higheſt favour. My 
ſiſter communicated to you the letters which 1 
wrote for your inſtruction, and you ſee the good 
conſequences of ſuffering yourſelf to be guided 
by them. You are now rid of your moſt dan- 
gerous enemy ; the miniſters are all entirely de- 
voted to you, the Chancellor, M. de Boynes, 
the Abbe Ferray, the Duke de la Vrilliere, and 
the Prince de Soubiſe. But this is not enough; 
Madame du Barry really pot the Chance'lor's advice in execution. 
Abſurd ard wicked a this imngutatien v a+, the prince kindled at it in- 
ſtantly, and it was from befora tis gortrait that iſſued thoſe flames 
which deſtroyed the magiſtracy n > 
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there is a poſt ſtill vacant, and we muſt fill it 
up ourſelves. Our friend d Aiguillon ts preſſing 
us continvally to prevail on you to beg the King 
to name him toit. He is worthy of it in every 
reſpect, and his cau is now forgot by the pub- 
lic: It is now fix months ſince ; ſo that there can 
remain no abſtacle in his way. He has juſt left 
me with the Duke de la Vrilliere, and I promiſed 
them both that it ſhonld be fo. You ſee, my 
dear ſiſter, that we muſt not loſe ſight of this 
object. 

Lou made a complaint lately to my ſiſter, 
{doubtleſs that ſhe might acquaint me with it,) 
that I drew too large ſums from the banker of 
the court. The amount muſt certainly have 
teen repreſented to you as much larger than it 
is; I have only as yet received two. millions three 
hundred thouſand livres; .and even if I had 
drawn for more, who is there to ſey againſt it? 
It cannot be the King, for no one durlt venture 
to tell him of it. Yeu would not, for you owe 
your good fortune to me, and ſurely I ought to 
partake a little of it. The banker would not, 
becauſe when he paſſes his accounts, my drafts 
are allowed as caſh. The Abbe Terray would 
not, becauſe he fears us, as the leaſt word gut of 
your mouth or mine would inſtantly rvin him. 
The Chancellor, our couſin, would not, becayſe 
n 2 * we 
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we keep him in place. Nobody then can accuſe 


us; let us therefore continue to make advantage | 
of fortune whilſt the i is fayourable. I embrace 


you, and am, &c. | 
The Count Dy Bagar, 


LETTER LIX. 
From the Princeſs DE Con T1. 


May 28th, 177t. 


YOU cannot but ſuppoſe, madam, that it 
gives every branch of the royal family great 
trouble to ſee the Princes driven from court, 
and in diſgrace wich the King, They who are 
about you, have perſuaded you to uſe all your 
credit to forward this melancholy event. I am 
diſpoſed to think that you entered 1 into their de- 
ſigns, only becauſe you were deceived by the 
proſpect of preſenx advantage, and did not fore- 
ſee the bad conſequences that might follow. 
Things are now at a criſis, and cannot remain 
long in the ſame fituatjon. What glory would 
it be for you, if by employing your credit to re- 
pair the injpry you haye done, and to reſtorg 
' peace within the kingdom, you prevailed upon 
his Majeſty to recall the illuſtrious exiles, whom 
he was forced to puniſh in that manner, becauſe 
ſhey Were repreſented as rebelling againſt his 

v, 
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will, though in reality they were only oppoſing 


the total overthrow of the laws, and thereby 
giving the ſtrongeſt proofs of their ſteady at- 
tachment to his true intereſts! If the juſtice of 
their cauſe does not move you to defend it, your 
own private intereſt ſhould engage you to do it. 
Conſider, madam, what would be your ſituation, 
if we were to loſe the King! Suppoſing you 
ſtood in no fear of the moſt dreadful cataſtrophe, 
can you calmly reckon up the number and qua- 
lity of the enemies you have made yourſelf? 
As numerous as theſe are, you have it this day 
in your power to make as many friends. By a 
ſtep, which will do you honour with all poſte- 


Fity, you may with great eaſe acquire a claim to 
their . eſteem and acknowledgments, as well as 


pu mine, who am, &c. 
| The Princeſs pz Conti. 


LETTER LIE 
From M. DER Mavyeov. 


June uf, 2771: 
r I HAVE been conſulting, madam, and 
dear couſin, this morning with the Duke d'Ai- 
guillon upon the project of your marriage with 
the King ; and we agreed that the thing was not 
impracticable. You know that we have a pre- 


cedent 
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cedent of a like marriage betwixt Lewis XIV. 
and Madame de Maintenon, and circumſtances 
are much more in your favour than they were in 
that lady's, who never had ſo much power over 
the King as you have. Beſides, Lewis XIV. 
was of a haughty, untractable diſpoſition ; his 
ſucceſſor, on the contrary, is tractable even to a 
degree of timidity, and is eaſily governed. But 
to gain this point it is abſolutely neceſſary that 
the parhament ſtil] continue broken, and the 
princes kept from court. If they ſhould hap- 
pen to be reſtored to favour, you would find 
that the hope you now derive from circumſtan- 
ces would become an idle chimera. It is the: e- 
fore of the greareſt conſequence, my charming 
couſin, that you ſupport me with all your cre- 
dit. Reſt well aſſured, that I on my part will 
not be inactive, and whilſt we are united againſt 
them, the efforts of all your enemies will be 
vain. You muſt now think ſcrioufly of putting 
the Duke d'Aiguillon at the head of the foreign 
affairs, becauſe 1a that capacity he cannot only 
procure you the favour of other powers, but 
will be able to ſolicit with earneſtneſs the diſ- 
penſation which it will be neceſſary to procure 
1 
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LETTER EXE. 
From the Duke D 8 


June 30, 177%. * 
YOU had too conſiderable a ſhare, madam, 
in my nomination to the department of fo- 
reign affairs, to leave you in doubt of my gra- 
titude, or of my willingneſs to give you proofs 
of it. 1 have already had a converſation with 
the Pope's Nuncio on the ſubject of the diſpen- 
ſation you wiſh to obtain, and he has promiſed 
me to ſerve you in that buſineſs. To conduct 
this negotiation in a regular manner, it will be 
neceſſary that you ſhould put your name to the 
* memorial which is herewith incloſed. I ſhall 
Mo —— 
* THe memorial being too long to inſert at length, we ſhall only 
give the heads of it here. 
« Mad me Tu Barry repreſents to his io ineſs, that not being ver- 
* ſed in canonical law, ſhe did not know ul fince her marriage with 
« Count William Du Barry, that it was wnlaw ful to marry the brother 


« of a man with whom ſhe had lived. She confeſſes with great con- 
& trition, that ſhe had yielded te the force of ber paſſion for Count 
« John Du Barry, her huſband's brother; but that ſhe was warned 
«< in time of the inceſt ſhe was about to commit, and that convinced 
« of the heinouſneſs of the offence, ſhe h as never ſince cohabited with 


« her huſband; ſhe has therefore hitherto not. been guilty of the. 


« crime cf inceſt, and prays his Holineſs to ſet her free from ſo ſcan- 

« dalous an union.” 
b however, no more 

than a lure which the Chancellor, the Duke d' Aiguillon and the Abbs 
: * Terra 
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afterwards deliver it to the Nuncio, who under- 
takes to preſent it with his own hands to his Ho- 
lineſs. On my part, I ſhall write to Cardinal de 
Bernis to ſolicit in its behalf very ſtrongly. | 
am, &c. The Duke D'Arevitron. 


LETTER LXII. 
From the Abbe TERRA. 


5th Auguſt, 1771. | 

f AM too ſenſible, miadam, of the many in- 
ſtances I have the honour to have had of your | 
friendſhip, not to teſtify my gratitude when op- 
portunity ſerves. An occaſion now offers which 
1 hope will be agreeable to you. 

The King granted an annuity of 505,000 
livres to the Count de Clermont during his life. 
The Count is juſt dead, and of courſe his Ma- 
jeſty is a gainer by his death of 300,000 livres 2 
year. As you pay no regard to yotr own inte- 
reſt, it is but right that your friends ſhould con- 
fult it for you. I am juſt come from an audi- 
ence of the King on this head. I repreſcated to 
his Majeſty that the diſintereſted regard you had 
Terray held out to Madame Du Barry to draw her into their ſchemes, 


and ſecure her intereſt with his Majeſty. They well knew how chi- 
merical ſuch a project was; but an affair of that great conſequence 


could not ſpcedily be brought to a concluſion, and delay was all they | 
wiſhed for. 


A o 
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for his perſon left you no time to think of any 
thing, but how. to pleafe him, and how beſt to 
ſhew your gratitude for the favours he honoured 
you wirh; that I therefore thought it was but 
juſtice in him to make a ſettlement upon you of 
part of the Count de Clermont's annuity, the 
rather, as it would make. no alteration in his 
finances, nor be in the leaſt burthenſome to his 
people. His Majeſty thanked we for propoſing 
it to him, and has made you a gift of one third 

of the fum. It is with great pleaſure that I take 
the earlieſt opportunity of giving you this in- 
formation, and of repeating the aſſurances of 
reſpe& with which I am, &c. TERRA T. 


LETTER LXII. 


"0 the SAME. 


Sth eta, n. 
THE King has juſt now confirmed to me, 
my dear Abbe, che information yau gave me 
this morning. Receive my acknowledgments, 
at the ſame time Jet me acquaint, you that out of 
the 200,000 livres remaining of Count de Cler- 
mont's annuity, I have aſked for 50,009 Hyres 
for you, in return for your ſervices, which his 
Majeſty very graciouſly complied with. This 
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is the revenge I take for what you have done to 
me. Believe me whilſt I live to have always 


the ſame inclination to ſerve you. 
The Counteſs Du BaxRv. 


LETTER LMV. 


To the Chancellor Mau PE O uU. 


7th Auguſt, 2771. 
Mr. Chancellor, 


I WAS yeſterday with the King. The 
Abbe Terray came, and gave his Majeſty many 
thanks for the 50,00 livres of annuity which 
the King granted him at my inſtance, out of the 
300,000 livres gained by the death of the Count 
de Clermont ; out of which likewiſe I have had 
one third given me upon the recommendation of 
the Comptroller General. The King aſked 
then what was to be done with the remaining 
150,000 livres? Sire,“ replied I, © my couſin 
© the Chancellor is deſerving of as much as the 
« Abbe; you know the great ſervices he has 
done you, and now you have it in your power 
* to make him a recompence.” © Yes, fire,” ad- 
ded the Abbe Terray immediarely, © it will make 
c him amends for the extinction of ſo many em- 
te ployments which uſed to bring him in a con- 
« fiderable ſum, all * he has given up 

F* without 
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te without any conſideration, as well as the fees 
© of the Marc d or to the new officers of juſtice.” 
This Abbe, poor devil, is not ſuch a bad crea- 
ture, take him altogether. What ſay you, my 
dear couſin? He entered as warmly into your 
intereſt as if it had been his own. For my own 
part, I think myſelf much obliged to him“. I 
am, &c. The Counteſs Du Barzy, 


LETTER LXV. 


To the SAME. 


Mr. Chancellor, 

IN ſpite of all the long-winded remonſtran- 
ces of the Marquis de Monteynard to the con- 
trary, I have at laſt obtained his Majeſty's con- 
ſent to the appointment of your ſon to the regi- 
ment you wiſhed him to have. I am in haſte to 
give you the earlieſt intelligence, and I hope 
you will find as much pleaſure in reading this, 
as I do in writing it. I am, &c. 

The Counteſs Du Barry, 


®* One might have thought that the King would at leaſt have kept 
the 100,000 livres that remained for himfelf. But it was no ſuch 
thing. The Count de la Marche heard of the windfall, and he muſt 
needs pick up a ſhare. He repreſented to the King that he was the 
only Pr;nce of the Blood that remained attached to his perſon, and who 
had approved of the Chancellor's operations. To reward his zeal he 
had the oo, ooo livres granted to him. . 
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LETTER LXVL 


To M. DZ SARTIR IE, Lieutenant General of 
| | the Police. 


IT is impoſſible for me, fir, to expreſs. to you 
how much I am diſpleaſed with a book that has 
made its appearance lately; and of which the 
copies are more common than they ought to be. 
You cannot be ignorant to what lengths inſo- 
lence towards the King, his miniſters, the whole 
court, and myſelf in particular is carried, in a 
pamphlet intitled le Gazettier * cuirafſe [the Ga- 
zetteer in armour.] I make no doubt but you 
can ſuppreſs all the copies of ſo infamous a 
work, if you are not able to diſcover its author, 
and puniſh him with all the rigour he deſerves. 
I am, &c. 

The Counteſs Du Baxkr- 


An unconnected rhapſody of lies and abuſe againſt the King, and 
in a manner againſt all France. What particularly offended Madame 
Du Barry was, certain articles, abſolutely fal.e ; but which placed her 
in a very deſpicable light. Amongit other abſurdities in this book, ſhe: 
is faid to be the daughter of Fade Ange Picpus ; to have given a fa- 
ſhionable diſorder to the Marquis de Chabrillant; to have been a.com- 
mon woman in Paris ior fifteen years, & c. &c. 


' " MADbAunA DU BARRY: 0. 


LETTER LXVII. 
From the Duke pz La VIAITTIIXX. 


I BEG you, madam, to accept of my moſt 
humble excuſe for the accident which happened 
yeſterday to me at your houſe ?. Tou are ſen- 
fible that it was occaſioned by the zeal which 1 
ſhewed for you, in endeavouring to prevent any 
favours being beſtowed without your participa- 
tion or knowledge. Be affured that the mortt- 
fication J endured will not abate my eagerneſs 
to ſerve you, and that you will always find me 


ready to give yau every proof of the perfect de- 
votion with which I am, &c. ; 
The Duke 1 DE LA Vaiteiens, 


* The King had promiſed that Madame Du Barry ſhould name the 
officers to the houſehold of the Count d"Arwis, which was guft then 
going to be eſtabliſhed. The Mafchionefs de Mesmes had engaged 
Madame Sophia to folicit a place for her ſon. Madame Sophis ad- 
dreſſed herſelf direQly to the King, who granted her requeſt. But the 
Duke de la Vrilliere, piq ed that this favour ſhould be granted un- 
Known to him, complained to Madame Du Barry, ſhewing her at the 
fame time the inconvenience which would ariſe, if the King gave 
away places without his knowledge, engaging her to ſpeak to the King, 
and delayed making out the appointment. Madame N phia, informed 
of what was going forward, ſent for the Duke, ordered him to make 
2 the warrant, and took this occaſion of rating him for the fand: 


him, and his miſtreſs Madame Langeac. The po 
leſſon juſt after he had, according to cuſte 
He went immediately to Madame Du 


relating the ftory, he gave plain demo 88 


remained ſenſeleſs, and was carried“ . 
excuſe himſ:1f he writes this lety / I . 
. * N 
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LETTER LIXVII. 
From the Duke S ieee. 


I AM much concerned, my dear Counteſs, 
that I was not able to get admittance into your 
houſe, for I do ſuppoſe you were at home, not- 
withſtanding the many aſſurances of your porter 
to the contrary. I went purpoſely to condole 
with you on the ill-treatment you met with 
from the Dauphin. If any thing agreeable had 
happened, I doubt whether I ſhould have heard 
of it ſo ſpeedily. This unlucky accident but 
too plainly ſhews you the truth of what I have 
frequently had the honour to tell you, when I 
knew you hazarded ſome pleaſantries upon the 
prince—that he was not of a temper to take 
them“ . It would be unneceſſary to give you 
any advice upon this head, becauſe you muſt be 
ſenſible that you ought to be more upon your 

Madame Du Barry bad the imprudence to joke upon the ſuppoſed 
impotency of the Dauphin, and it came to his hearing. Upon which 
he went to her in a great paſſion, and gave her to underſtand in very 


ſtrong terms, tnat ſhe muſt not think to take ſuch liberties with him. 
The place of firſt Equerry being at that time intended for the Viſcount 


= VE; he told her, „If your nephew gets that place, let him have 


” 
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DE * time he comes near me I will Ack off my boot 
Au Barry was ſo much mortified with this 
o for a whole day. The Duke d Aiguil- 
tance to her, writes this letter to con- 


guard 


- 
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guard. I think it would be to no purpoſe to 


take any ſteps towards a reconciliation; you 
would only be ſure to meet with an ill recep- 
tion, and be only ſtill more humbled. Endea- 
vour to gain a larger ſhare of influence over the 
King; the marks of favour with which he is ho- 


nour:ng you, will keep your enemies at a re- 
ſpectful diſtance. I am, &c. 


The Duke D*'ArGcvuILLON. 


LETTER LXIX. 
1 the Same. 


I BEGIN to think, fir, it was not without 
reaſon you told me I ought not to place much 
confidence in the Chancellor. I have juſt diſ- 
covered that he has been endeavouring to get the 
place of firſt Equerry for his ſon, though he aſſu- 
red me with many proteſtations to the contrary, 
and though he knew well enough that I ſohicited 
it for Viſcount Du Barry. I do not think'the 
King will give it to my nephew, nor do I wiſh 
it ſince what has happened betwixt the Dauphin 
and me. I am very glad, however, to know 
what eſtimation I am to hold M. de Maupeou's 
word in; and I ſhall moſt aſſuredly be even with 
him. Apropos, I cannot think who gave the 
Fa in- 
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information to that Marigny ſo very opportunely 
for him to diſconcert our plan of removing him 


from his poſt *. 


LSTTER LAX. 
From the Abbe TIZARAAV. 


MADAM, 

IT is with reaſon that you wiſh the place of 
ſuperintendant of the Royal Buildings ſhould be 
given to your brother. But to come at it, we 
muſt make the King diffatisfied with the Mar- 
quis de Marigny; and this is the way in which 
I intend to bring that about. 
Tou know that funds have for à long time 
been wanting for this department; circumſtan- 
ces authoriſe me to refuſe money for theſe pur- 
poſes without any danger of being thought to 
entertain a perſonal diſlike, conſequently the 
Royal buildings are greatly out of repair, which 
is matter of much diſpleaſure to his Majeſty, 
The next work the King orders to be done, I 


The Marquis de Marigny was ſuperintendant of the Royal Builds 
inzs. The du Barrys looking upon this place as properly belonging 
to the family of the King's favourite miſtreſs, had ſolicited it fora long 
time, and ſpoke iil of the Marquis to the King. Marigny hearing of 
it, came to court to clear his conduct, and the King acquieſced in his 
defence. The Abbe Terray, however, in order to pay his court to 
the Du Barrys, procured the place afterwards for himſelf, The next 


letter will explain that tr anſacticn. 
4 ſhall 
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ſhall be more unwilling to part with money than 
ever; nay, I ſhall abſolutely refuſe letting the 
Marquis have any: Do you then take that oppor- 
tunity to inſinuate to his Majeſty, that if I 
am appointed to this office, his finances being 
under my direction, I cannot plead the ſame ex- 
cuſe as the preſent ſuperintendant, and that 
whatever his Majeſty ſhould order to be built, 
will be immediately done. The Marquis being 
thus removed, I ſhall after a time repreſent to 
the King that the multiplicity of buſineſs in my 
department, does not permit me to attend to 
the duties of any new office;- and I ſhall then 
propoſe his giving the ſuperintendancy to the 
Count“ Du Barry. This plan I think practi- 
cable, and I would recommend it to you. I 
have no other view in propoſing it than to do 
you a favour. I am, &c. TznKav. 


LETTER LXXL 


To M. DR SARTINE, Lieutenant-General of 
the Police. | 


I HE principal duty of your office is, as I 
take jt, to prevent the circulation of libels 
® This project actua ly Cid ſucceed ; a cp >ortunity preſented irſef 


ſoon after at the Caſtle cf Bellevue; Mari ry was ſuperſgded by the 
Adbe Terray. 


M againſt 
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againſt the honour of the King. Your vigilance 
is however not to be commended upon this im- 
rtant point. There are ſome ſcandalous verſes 
which ſpread every where about Paris; a copy 
of which has been ſent to me. Find out the 
author and puniſh him, and let the verſes be 
fuppreſſed ; otherwiſe I ſhall be under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſhewing them to his Majeſty, and per- 
ſuading him to put ſomebody more to be de- 
pended upon into your place. I am, &c. 
; | The Counteſs DV BARR. 


LETTER LXXII. 


To the Duke p' AriGvuititon, GW 


# 1 2 
4 


My dear Duke, 2 
I FIND my huſband is actually in Paris, 
brought thither by the malicious reports of his 
death. See him, and pray adviſe him to behave 
with decency the little time he ſtays in the * 
capital. Tell him further, if there is the leaſt 
cauſe of complaint againſt him, that he ſhall te 
inſtantly baniſhed for the reſt of his life. I em- 
brace you moſt cordially, and am your friend, 
— The Counteſs Du BARRV. 


* Count William Du Barry was a filthy drunkard, and addicted to ; 
the loweſt debauchery, | 


LET» 
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LETT: RR: UU. 
To the SAME. 


I AM convinced, my dear Duke, that the 
Chancellor is a ſcoundrel. He gave me reaſan 
to hope for the pardon of Billard, which I had 
ſolicited, not for the poor wretch's ſake, but to 
oblige his“ uncle, who will be diſgraced by the 
execution of his ſentence. He has managed the 
matter ſo that the King will not hearken to my 
requeſt. Indeed, we muſt get rid of this man. 
I am willing to fall in with your ſcheme, and 
am ready to do whatever you adviſe in that. re- 
ſpect. I greet you well, my dear Duke, and am 
your friend. 


The Counteſs Du Barry, 


LETTER LXXIV. 


From Count WILLIAM Du Barry, 


Madam, and moſt honoured Spouſe, 

I WAS ſimple enough the day before ye- 
terday to loſe a thouſand louis-d'ors with the 
Marquis de Chabrillant. I went to my brother 
to borrow the money of him, but he had the aſ- 


„Mr. Billard de Mongeau, her godfather, 
M 2 ſurance 


- 
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ſurance to bid me be gone about my buſineſs, 
and told me I might live upon my penſion, and 
that he had debts enough of his own to ſatisfy, 
without paying mine. I own to you that I take 
this very ill of him. You know that play-debts 
are debts of honour ; ſo I beg you to let me have 
this money, otherwiſe I can never ſhew my face 
any where. I ſhall take care how I aſk my bro- 
ther again, for he does not care at all for me, 
but is ſquandering away his money at a mon- 
ſtrous rate. To prove what I ſay, he has juſt 
ſtood godfather with his woman there, Madame 
de Murat, to a child of Mademoiſelle * Beau- 
voilin's; and this fooliſh affair, which would 
have coſt me no more than ten louis, has 
been an expence to him of above a thouſand, 
which he would have beſtowed much better by 
giving them to me. I promiſe you that I will 


Madame Du Barry's brother-in-law was now got to the higheſt 
pitch of extravagance. He kept a woman, whom he married to a 
knight of the order of St. Lewis, of the name of Murat, upon whom 
he ſettled a penſion of two thouſand crowns, upon condition that he 
ſhould retain his miſtreſs. He afterwards bought for her the title of 
Marchioneſs ; and was ſo imprudent as to ſtand godfather publicly 
with her, to the baſtard of a famous courtezan called Beauvoiſin. 
The chriſtening was at Montmartre near Paris, and was attended by 
twelve coaches; and as the pariſh church is on the higheſt part of the 
hill, the curate had the complaiſance to come down to a little chapel, 
where the ceremony was performed. The preſents, &c. on this occa- 
ſion, actually coſt the Count betwixt 24 and 25,000 liyres, beſides a 
penſion which he ſettled on his ſpurious godſon of 1200 livres. 


- never 
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never play ſo high again; on the contrary, I 
will endeavour to win, that I may give you no 
further trouble of this kind, I have the honour 


to be, with great reſpect, &c. | 
Count WiLLtaw Du Bana, 


LETTE R IXXV. 


To the Saws, 


Js END you a ; thouſand lon Dorm to a — 
charge your debt at play; and as much more 
to carry you out of Paris, that you may not be 
a diſgrace to me. I know that you lead a 
ſhocking life at Paris, and that every body de- 
ſpiſes you moſt heartily. Take care that you 
do not ſtay above a week longer. 

The Counteſs Du Barry, 


LETTER LXXVI. 
From the-Abbe TERRAY. 


Ma An, 


HE idea of ſeeing you a ſecond Madame 
de Maintenon is certainly a charming one, and 
no- body would wiſh it realized more than my- 
ſelf. But theſe great deſigns muſt now give 


place to your immediate intereſt. If any change 
ſhould 
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ſhould happen, either by your falling under diſ- 
grace, or that we ſhould have the misfortune to 
loſe the King, what is to become of you? By 
your marriage contract, whatever you poſſeſs 
is as much the Count's, as it is yours. As your 
huſband, he would immediately lay hands upon 
your fortune, and reduce you to a miſerable 
ſtate of dependance upon him. I adviſe you 
therefore to get a ſeparation from him ; your for- 
tune will then be your own, to diſpoſe of as you 
pleaſe. I have conſulted with the Duke d'Ai- 
guillon upon the ſubject, and he approves of my 
ſcheme. Sign the paper I ſend you for this 
purpoſe, and rely upon my care in bringing this 
buſineſs to a concluſion. This affair will be no 
obſtacle to the deſign of marrying you to the 
King. | Sh 


LETTER IXXVIL 


From the SAME. 


MADAM, 


NOTHING could pleaſe me more than 
the honour you did me yeſterday of dining with 
me. Madame Dameryal * is quite delighted 

| with 


Madame Damerval was a baſtard-daughter of Abbé Terray's, 
by his firſt miſtreſs Madame de Clerci. He. married her at twelve 
years of age to the Sieur Damerval, brother of Madame de la Garde, 

| his 
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with your great condeſcenſion, and begs to be 
admitted to a place in your friendſhip, and to 
be allowed to pay her court to you often. Her 
deſign is ſimply to contribute to your amuſe- 
ment; but betwixt ourſelves, I would beg leave 
to ſay ſhe might be of real uſe to you. The age 
of the King, and his immoderate love of plea- 
ſure render ſome change neceſſary. Your charms 
have not power to fix ſo inconſtant a lover; if he 
ſhould chance by means of any other perſon to 
have à fine young creature introduced to him, 
his affections might waver for a time, and occa- 

fion be taken of the eaſineſs of his temper to de- 
tach him from you. You know lately the 
Princeſs de Lamballe pleaſed him very much. 
1 would therefore adviſe you as a friend to have 
ſome young lady about you to engage the mo- 
narch's fancy. He would not eſteem you the 
Jeſs on that account, but on the contrary would 
owe to you the obligation of a new pleaſure. By 
thus furniſhing him with variety, you might 
maintain your influence, as Madame de Pompa- 
dour did by the very ſame means. Little Da- 
merval exactly anſwers your purpoſe ; ſhe is a 
girl who has not wit enough to pleaſe the King 
for gpy time, and you might at pleaſure ſubſti- 


his ſecond miſtreſs. This man was advanced in years, had no fortune, 
and was quite incapable from waat of abilities, of profiting by the crc - 
dit of his father-in-law, They were ſoon parted, and the returned to 
live with her father. | 
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tute another in her place, whenever you found it 
neceſſary*. This however is a hint thrown out 
at random. If you approve of my ſcheme, it 
may be of ſervice to you; it is with this view 
only I mention it. You can have no doubt 
of the reſpectful attachment with which I am, &c. 

TERRAY, 


LETTER CLXXVIII. 


From Mic HAEL OuL ire, a Jew, 


MaDaAnM, 

I AM juſt informed that there is a letter de 
cachet out againſt me to impriſon me on ac- 
count of the order for 66,000 livres which you 
lately ſigned. Madam, I entreat you not to 
ruin me. You know I never wronged you. You 
owed me an old debt of 60,000 livres, which 
added to your laſt purchaſe of 6000 livres, made 
the ſum of 66,000, which you gave the order 
for. On my telling you I was in grear want of 
money, you bade me draw the order, which you 
were good enough to ſign. It was true you 
thought you ſigned an order only for 6000 livres, 


* The Abbe's deſign was to make Damerval ſupplant Madggne du 
Barry, As he could not preſent his baſtard-Caughter himſelf to the 
King, by a refinement of policy he got the Counteſs to be the go- 


| between. But his project fell to the ground; for if the King did ho- 


nour her with his notice, it was only for a very ſhort vs, and Du 
AE continued as great a favourite as ever. | 


and 
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and I did wrong not to tell you I had added the 
60,000 livres that had been ſo long ſtanding. 
But that is no ſuch great crime. I thought I 
was doing you a piece of ſervice, becauſe you 
were paying off a debt that would always have 
been upon your mind. Sel hope if there is fuch 
an order againft me that you will have the good- 
neſs to ſtop it; and I ſhall be bound to pray for 


the continuance of your precious life. I ny 
with the greateſt reſpect, &c. - 


8 


LETTER IXXIX. 
To the Su. 


Ich May, 1772s 
NO, my poor Ouliff, you have no cauſe for 
fear ; ſo far from thinking to have you confined, 
I told the King how you over-reached me, and 


ke was mightily diverced ® with it. So make 
yourſelf eaſy. 


The Counteſs Du BARRV. 


2 Madame Du Barry heard of this trick through Beaujon, the court- 
banker upon whom the 66,000 livres were drawn. He mentioned to 
her that her drafts were frequznt, a id the thinking me had by 
drawn for 60cs livres, obſerved that the laſt was a very trifling furg. 
He replied that 66,000 livres was no ſuc trifle ; this brought on an 


exp a u ion z ſhe laughed ver; heartily, bates orator 
way of diye:tin 7 bim. 


LET- 
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LETTER LXXX, 
To the Sieur MoynTyaLLits, her Steward, 


GO to le Pot the notary. That impertinent 
fellow the day he came to my houſe with ſome 
papers for me to ſign, ſaw the Nuncio and poor 
Cardinal de la Roche-aymond preſent each of 
them a ſlipper as Liſtept out of bed, I am in- 
formed he makes a ſtory of it about Paris; 
Tell him to let me hear no more of him, for if I 
do, I know how to ſilence him, Rs 
chaſtiſed as he deſerves, 

How does my * ſeparation go on? Wait 
upon the Abbe Terray, and fee the Proctor 
about it, Let it be finiſhed as ſoon as poſſible, 
Jam yours, The Counteſs Du Barry, 


LETTER LXXXI, 
From the SAME, 


Mab An, 
YOUR ſeparation is finiſhed, You ean 
now make purchaſes in your own name without 
any danger. * he Marquiſate of Genlis in Pi- 


. — frnaſed. was pleatind 
enough. In ſuch caſes there muſt be proof that the huſbang has uſed 
the wife ill. As no ſuch proof could bs obtained in tt is caſe, Count 
William Du Barry was made to call his wife w—e bciore w.tneſſes 
Wome to the fat; and this was a ground for the ſeparation. 

| cCeardy 
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9t 
cardy is to be ſold. It is a very fine eſtate, and 
I would have you think of it. If you pleaſe I 
will make a journey there, and give you my 
beſt opinion about it. You have not enough - 
money at preſent for the purchaſe, but you may 


raiſe it in this manner—get the King to pur- 
chaſe the annuity of 100,000 livres, which will 
produce a million. If this eſtate does not ſuit. 
you, you will ſoon find an opportunity to lay 
out your money in as good a purchaſe. I ſhall. 
wait upon you to- morrow to receive your com- 
mands. I am with the greateſt reſpect, &c. 

MonTVvALLIER, 


L E T TER LXXXII. 
From the Abbe TxrnAY. 


THE Wins hea ſignified his 3 to 
me, madam, and I have given orders to the 
Sieur Certain to pay you the purchaſe-money of 
your annuity of 100,000 livres. I have given 
directions for diſpatch to be uſed in this buſi- 
neſs, ſo that your ſteward may this day receive 
your million of livres. But as you know my 
earneſt deſire to ſerve you upon every occaſion, 
I intend to manage matters ſo as you may ftill 
receive your annuity of 100,000 livres. You 
need not doubt but I can perform what I pro- 
miſe, and I beg you to believe me with great 
devction to be, &c, TERRAY. 
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LETTER LXXXIIL 


| | To the Sieur Mo vr vALTIER. 

WE ſhall fee about making fome purchaſe 
by-and-by ; what I wiſh moſt at preſent, is, that 
my Pavilion of Lucienne may be put in repair 
and furniſhed. See the painters, carvers, and 
different worfen employed about it. Haſten 
them, and let Le Doux ſettle their Bilm. Pay' 


him 100, ooo livres, which is the fum I reed 
with- him for. I am, &e. 


The CounTzss Du Barry, 


LET TE R LXXXIV. 
To Count WL Do BARR 


1 OU are become inſupportable with repeat- 
ren That I may be rid of your 
importunity, the King is willing io allow you # 
penſion of 60, ooo livres, payable from the dut- 
chy of Roquelaure, on condition that you never 
ſtir out of that part of the country, that you! 
never ſet foot again in Paris, nor give me any” 
more trouble. The Abbe Terray will immed- 
wy paſs the proper warrants. * 


Fhe Counteſs Du Ran, 


14 
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LETTER. IXXXVv. 
From the Abbe Laser. 


Madan, 


WHEN een 
I demanded a pot of wine of 500,000 livies'va- 
lue as a fine. I intended it for you; and the 

reaſon I did not acquaint you of it immediately 
| vas, that I hopedat the fame time I told you of 
it to preſent you with that ſum in hard gold. I 
of wine to be an impoſition, have applied to 
the Chancellor to mention it to the King, and 
L believe it has already reached his Majefty's 
ears. If the King ſpeaks of it to you, madam, 
I beg you will juſtify me. He will ſee by this, 
that I negle no occaſion of letting his favours 
ſhower down upon you without any detryment to 
the ſtate. I am always with the greateſt reſpect, 
NS &c. TzRRAY, 


| LETTER LXXXVL 
Si 


4 YOU judged rightly, Gr, in ect that 
the Chancellor would endeavour to injure "you 
Y with the King. He declareg that you iotended 
14 to | 
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to keep the fine of a pot of wine on renewing 
the gunpowder leaſes. Betwixt ourſelves, he 

might have reaſon for what he ſaid; for he ad- 
vanced no more than what I have heard from 
other parties who had opportunities to be pro- 
perly.anformed. But be that as it Will, your 
behayiour is too polite to ſuffer me to ſcrutinize” 
too :meely into matters I have been your friend 
upon this occaſion, for when his Majeſty ex- 
preſſed his diſpleaſure to me, I ſmiled, and told 
him all he had heard. was the effects of envy and 
malice; as a proof of which I ſhewed him your 
letter, and made him own you were 4 man never 
at a loſs for reſources. Lou are therefore ſtill 
in his Majeſty's favour. I wiſh n a goed day, 
and am, &c, + | ö 
r The Counteſs Do Baxzy.. 


g ws 


nd 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


To the Conn Do Danny b 
I MUST tell you, fir, that it you were 
once in a ſituation to give me advice, it is my 
place now to return it. You take upon you 


too much. Every body in Paris cries out ſhame 


upon you, and I am forced to own. there is too 
much reaſon for it. In the firſt place you make 


it your public boaſt that you have received five 
4 millions 
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millions fiace I have been at court. Secondly, 
you have been fooliſh, enoug i to marty your 
miſtreſs to a kaight of St. Lewis, that ſhe might 
have rank, and yet you live as publicly with her 
as before. Thirdly, you cauſed a great diſturb- 
ance at the office of the Farmers-Genetal, in en- 
deavouring to make one of your creatures a di- 
rector. I heard of jt from the Farmers- General, 
who came to complain to me, not only af the 
riot, but of your boaſts concerning it about Pa- 
ris*. Let me adviſe you, in order to put a ſtop 
to theſe diſagreeable ſtories, to withdraw your- 
ſelf for ſome months to the Marquiſate of Liſle, 
which I have obtained for you from the King. 
Learn there to bridle your tongue. You may 
give out for reaſon of your journey, that you go 


* The Count Du Barry went to the committee of Farme to aſk ſot 
the office of Dire gor at Paris, for tha Sieur de Saint, which was va- 
cant by the promotion of the Sicur de 13 Per:2re to be one of the Far - 

ers-General. The Committee informed him that he was too la e, 
that the place was already diſpoſeꝗ of to the Sieur Choe", and that 
it was not puilible to difpoſſeſs him, The Count inũſted upon having 
the place for his friend, and told them he ſhould net have given him- 
ſelf the trouble of waiting upon them about any common buſinels, 
Freſh difficulties were ſtarted, but the Ccyat grew lcud, and aſked 
(em. if they did not know that it was he who had tte honour of giv- 
ing the King a miſtreſs ; who had made the Duke d' Aign:ton miri 
ter for foreign affairs, and M. de Boynes mitiſter for the ſea-ſervice 5 
who ſupported the Chanceilor, the Comptroller-General, & 3 6 
ding, that they ought tc treat him in another manner, and rot give 
bim cauſe of bende. This very extraordinary lange filerogg-ths 
Farmers-Sencral, and they did what he required, 


to 
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to ſee the eſtate, which is worth that trouble; 
for as I am told it has been valued at 100,006 
livres. After a time you may return, when 1 
I hope all your irregularities will be forgotten. 1 
would have you think that what I adviſe is out 
of friendſhip to you, that the King may not hear 
of your conduct, and uſe his authority to drive 
you from court. I am always with the ſame at- 
tachment, &c. 


The Counteſs Do Banxr. | 


LETTER LXXXVIII. 
To the Abbe TERRA. 


IT is now near a twelvemonth, fir, ſince you 
"have been in poſſeſſion of the place of Superin- 
tendant of the Royal Buildings; and it does not 
ſeem as if you thought of fulfilling the en- 
gagement you made, when I obtained that office 
| for you of the King. I dg not think any part of 
my behaviour to you deſerves that] ſhould be im- 
poſed upon. I am unwilling to believe you ca- 
pable of it, and you will oblige me, by enabling 


me, as ſoon as poſſible, to ſettle my opinion of 
your fincerity. To conclude, fir, as I always a& 
upon principles of truth and good faith, Iam the 
leſs inclined to put up with a different treatment. 
The Counteſs Du Baxxy. 

LE Te 
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LETTER LIXXXIX. . 


From the Sams. 
MaDan, 


I WILL always endeavour o oft & that 
you ſhall have no juſt reaſon to doubt of my 
good faith. You know that 1 have always 
ſought with earneſtneſs for every occafion of giv- 
ing you proofs of an unreſerved attachment, 
I ſhall never alter my conduct in that reſpect. 
You cannot be ignorant, madam, in what bad 
ſtate of repair all the King's buildings were, 
when I had the ſuperintendancy given me. I 
imagined that it would be a compleater, and 
more agreeable gift to the perſon, hom you 


deſigned for this office, if it was given, him, 


when every thing was brought into order. Be 


aſſured that it was upon this conſidetation alone 


I kept it till now, and that I ſhall not keep it 
much longer. Permit me now, madam, to re- 
mind you, not only of the promiſe, but of the. 
hope you allowed me to formi of M. de Mau- 
peou's office. You have for a long time had 
cauſe of complaint againft him; you are as near- 
ly intereſted in his ruin as I am, and if it is 
eaſy for you to haſten it, it is equally ſo for you 
to engage his Majeſty to think of me for his 

0 ſueceſſor. 


? 
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ſucceſſor. You may rely upon it, that you can 
put no perſon in his place who will have your 


intereſt more at heart. I am, &c. 
TERBRAY- 


LETTER 
To the Duke de Duxas. 


-AS a needy courtier, fir, you pay court to me 
frequently in the moſt abject manner; as a re- 
fined politician you endeavour to rob me of the 
King's affections, by extolling the beauty of a 
Madame * Pater, who according to report 
might have been tolerable twelve or fifreen 
years ago; and in your office of Gentleman of 
the Chamber, the ſcandalous chronicle ſays, that 
you not only introduced her to his Majeſty, but 
you even held the candle. I congratulate you 
upon the occaſion; but you are not poſſeſſed of 
all the qualities which the confident of a great 
prince ought to have; you have not artifice enough 
to conceal your deſigns; as a proof of which, I 
myſelf, who ought to have been the laſt that 


This Madame Pater is a Dutch woman, who about ten years Be- 
ſore the occafion of writing this letter, made much noiſe at Paris. In 
17 ſhe took the title of Baroneſs of Neukerque, upon what account 
js not known. This anecdote was as Madame du Barry has related it, 
dat the intrgue ended there. | 

n mould 
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mould diſcover your plot, was acquainted with 
it at the very opening. I know further, that 
my dear friend the Duke de Choiſeul, from his 
houſe at Chanteloup directs your ſchemes, and 
hopes to reap the benefit of them, as you moſt 
certainly will all the diſgrace. Go on, fir, and 
diſplay your talents; but do it with more ſe- 
creſy. From this day forward I hope never to 
ſee you in my apartments. I am, notwithſtand- 
ing, with all the eſteem you deſerve, fir, &c. 


The Counteſs Du BaRRT. 


LETTSR AL 


From Goody ConsTANT. 


My Lady Counteſs, 


I AM Madame Conſtant, coſtermonger, 
tripe-ſeller, and ſauſage-maker at Paris. You 
mult remember me, for at the time you lived 
with my worthy friend poor Lamet, you never 
miſſed coming to my houſe every morning, and 
many a ſallad have we three eat together. Now 
that you are as fine as our Lady upon her holy- 
days, perhaps you may have forgot your old ac- 
quaintance Conſtant, But that is neither here 
nor there; for my part I do not write to you to 
aſk favours, for I want none, but it is on account 
of your poor relations. There is your aunt, 

O'2 Madame 
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Madame Cantini, as good a creature as lives, 
I would have you to know it, and yet ſhe is as 
poor as a rat. Before you commenced the fine 
lady, ſhe followed the buſineſs of mending and 
footing ſtockings, and got bread for herſelf 
and children, but fince you are a widow, or 
whateyer you are, you underſtand well enough 
what I mean, you forbade her to call herſelf 
your aunt, or to follow her trade, and you pro- 
miſed her a penſion of 1200 livres, but ſhe only 
receives half of it, becauſe they ſay it paſſes 
through the hands of Monſeigneur the Abbe 
Terray. And how do you ſuppoſe ſhe can live 
on that, and maintain her children, who are as 
naked, and have as little education as ſo many 
Pigs? Upon the word of an honeſt woman, 
you may be aſhamed of it, And what will it 
come to, think ye? Why there now; poor 
Auguſtus, who is now ſeventeen; why he, along 
with another fly little rogue like himſelf, took 
a roaſt fowl out of the window of a cook's ſhop, 
He was taken and carried before a magiſtrate, 
and if he had not ſaid he was your firſt couſin, 
the poor little creature would have lain in priſon, 
and have been whipt, and burnt with an hot 
iron in the bargain®, Is not this a fine affair 
now 


Madame Du Barry, for fear this couſin ſhould play any freſh 


pranks, gave orders Ow for putting hien in a houſe of . * 
om 
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now? And you that are as rich as a Jew do 
not look upon your relations with bowels of 
commiſeration. Fye, for ſhame; it is very bad, 
indeed it is. No good can come of it. How 
can you expect a bleſſing if you go on ſo? For 
my part, do as you like, I ſpeak for your good. 
If you take my adviſe, it is well: If you do not, 
ſo much the worſe. As for me, I love my neigh- 
bours; I can't help it; it is my way; and I 
write this with tears in my eyes. I am, with 


great reſpect, my Lady Counteſs, your moſt. 


humble and obedient ſervant, 
ConsTANT., 


LETTER Xcn. 


From the Duke oA Lon. 


YOU have actually now at your feet, my 
dear Counteſs, the Monarch, the Princes of the 
blood, the Miniſters, and, in a word, the whole 
court. To maintain yourſelf in ſo diſtinguiſhed 
a fituation, you muſt apply yourſelf ſeriouſly to 
diſplace M. de Maupeou, Proud of the influ- 
ence he has over the Count de la Marche, and 


from whence he was diſmiſſed through the intereſt of his godfather, 
and becauſe his board was not regularly paid for. This godfather ex- 
poſed the behaviour of Madame du Barry, and at length ſhe thought 
proper to procure him ſome poſt in the Indies, whither he went im- 


mediately on being appointed. 
| of 
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of that the Count has over the Prince* de 
Conde, he expects to become Prime Miniſter, 
and thinks to govern every thing. It is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to prevent his deſigns, and I 
ſee no other method than by ruining him like 
the Duke de Choiſeul. If this can be brought 

about by your means, my dear Counteſs, the 
Princes of the blood, and France in general muſt 
adore you. The Parliament would be then re- 
called, and muſt have a great eſteem for you, 
as it would owe you that obligation; in ſhort, 
you would become the glorious object of gene- 
ral praiſe, and admirationf. This has been the 
ſubject of a converſation I have had this morn- 
ing with the Duke of Orleans, the Duke de 
Chartres, and the Prince de Conti. If you can 


® The Prince de Conde was returned to Court, and had made his 
excuſes to the King trough the intervention of the Count de la Marche, 
Az the Count had always been of the Chancellor's party, the latter 
ſuppoſed the Prince would likewiſe embrace it. 

The Duke of Orleans had made his peace with the King through tho 
means of the Duke d' Aiguillon. 

+ It ſeems ſurprizing that the Duke d' Aiguillon ſhould be ſo ſolici- 
tous for the recall of the Parliament, which had diſcovered an incling- 
tion to examine into his affair with the utmoſt rigour, at the time 
the King went and put a ſtop to their proceedings. But the wonder 
will ceaſe when it is knov/n that M. d'Ormerſon, Prefident 3 Mortizr, * 
had, by the Duke of Orleans, engaged, that in caſe the Parliament 
ſhould bere-eſtabliſhed by d'Aiguillon's means, the court ſhould re- 
ſume its proceedings againſt him, and clear him of every charge of 
malverſation. After this promiſe it became a great object with him 
to obtain the recall cf taz ParLament, 


any 
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any day procure from the King an order for the 
Chancellor's exile, you will the morning afcer 
ſee all the Princes coming to expreſs their ac- 
knowledgments. I am with thoſe ſentiments 
you are no ſtrager to, and which I ſhall ever bear 
you, whilſt I live, my dear Counteſs, &c. 

The Duke D'A1GuviLLON. 


LETTER XCIIIL. 
To the Sant. 


I LIKE the Chancellor, my dear Duke, no 
better than you do; but ſo much plotting does 
not pleaſe me at all. I ſhould wiſh: that M. de 
Maupeou was diſmiſſed without my having any 
thing to do with it. The reaſon is very plain; 
the King does not love to hear of it, and when- 
ever I mention it to him, he becomes immedi- 
ately gloomy, and ſerious. Now, it is not my 
intereſt to give him any diſquictude, but on the 
contrary, to deviſe ways to amuſe him. 'How- 
ever, I do not ſay I ſhall altogether neglect this 
buſineſs; but I ſhould wiſh the oppor tuniry pre- 
ſented itſelf without my ſeeking it; I would 
then take advantage of it. You may commu- 
nicate my ſentiment on the matter to the Duke 
55 Orleans. I am entirely yours, my dear Duke. 

| The Counteſs Du Bazxr. 
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LETTER n 


To Mademoiſelle Rau cou x, an Actreſi be- 
longing to 0 French Comedy. 


100 know, my charming Raucoux, what 
paſſed laſt night betwixt the King, you and I. 
Be ſecret, and do not abuſe the honour I have 
procured you®. We have both rewarded you, 
and it ſhall not be for the laſt time. I will ob- 
tain another interview for you, which will not 
be diſpleaſing. Adieu, my charming Raucoux, 
continue to be prudent; it ĩs the only means of 
inſuring you favour and eſleem. On you 


The Counteſs Du Banzr, 4 

LE T TER XCV. 
To the Marchioneſs de Ro z EN. 5 
IBE G your pardon, my charming litle 
Marchioneſs, for the frolick that was played | 


with you laſt week in my apartments. It was, 
the King who firſt thought of it, and I anly put 


„ Mademoiſelle Raucoux after having played the-charadter of Dido/ | 
beſore the King, was introduced into a cloſet behind his box, where 
his Majeſty was alone with his Miſtreſs. The King gave way to car- 
nal defires with this new object, and ſhe went back loaded with pre» 
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his notion into execution . I hope you will 
not be angry with me for it, and I wiſh we may 
be as good friends as we were before it happen- 


ed. Believe me, I love you very finerrely, and 
with theſe ſentiments I am, &c: 


The Counteſs Du BARI. 


LET T E R XCVI. 
To the DauPHINESS: 


MaDany 


I AM ſorry to be hd hes 
have been uſed ro hurt me in your good opi- 


nion, by repreſenting me as out of humbur on 
account of the diamond poke, which; fince you 
keep it, is, I preſume, to your liking f. So far 


. „ Madame de Rozeriy a young lady of great beauty, was upon a 
footing of ſtriet friendſhip with Madame du Barry; but the Counteſs 
de Provence, to whom ſhe was lady of honour, reptoaching her with 
this connexion, ſhe became of a ſudden cool, and diſtant. Du Barry 
was ſenſible of the altertion, and mentioned it with ſome reſentment 
to the King, who humourouſly obſerved, that ſhe wis a child, and 
. ought to be whipt. The Counteſs reſolved to underſtand this reply 
in its Jiteral meaning, and invited the Marchionefs to come next morn- 
ing to breakfaſt with her. When ſhe came, ſift was condufttd into d 
cloſet, where four waiting-women took bold of her, and Au gave 
her the diſcipline the King had mentioned. Rozen , contiplained to bis 
Majeſty, but Madame du Barry reminded Nes chat ſhe only ed ac- 
cording to his orders. Attength a reconcietion was broaght about 
by the Dake d Aiguilloa. 

+ The Dauphinefs, was.very angry with Madame du Barry, on acs 
ent of ſors unbecoming ** 


. u 
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from &xpreffing any reſentment on that account, 
F was very ſorry that I could not diſcover you 
had a fancy to Mat trifle. I ſhould Rave been 
23 happy to have anticipated your wiſhes upon 
fuch an occaſion, as I ſhall always be to ſhew 
you how defirous I atm to be honoured with your 
eſteem. I am, with the moſt profound reſ- 
| pet, &. The Counteſs Du Barry. 


LETTER MCVE 
From the Duke D Aroevitihs: 


n | 
4 Counteſs, upon the King, wherein I am 


repreſented as being in your good graces.” I am 
at a loſs to gueſs how any ſuſpicions ſhould ariſe 


Princeſs, and ſhe deviſed a method of revenge ſuitable to her age, and 
the chearfulneſs of her diſpoſition. | 

She knew that. Madame du Barry had ordered a very rich diamond 
poke from a jeweller. Having found out the Cay when it was to be- 
*brought home; ſhe cauſed a watch to be ſet; in order to-bring the 
:jeweller to her, before he ſaw Madame du Barry. Her orders were 
\exctuted, and the gave him directions to make her a diamond poke. 
In ſi ling the pattern he produced the poke he had with hm. This was 
Juſt what the Pauphineſs wiſhed for. Her attendants fixed t'e-poke 
in her cap; he approved of it, and told him ſhe ſhould keep it. The 
-jewdller ic embara dy ſhe enquired the cauſe, he owned: it, and ſhe 
-promifed to take it upon berief. The Dauphineſs then went to the 
"King; and ſhewed n him; he admired the taſte and elegance g the 
then told how ſhe had ever-reached Madame du Barry. The King 
- plauded her device, laughed heartily at. it, and went immediatly to 
"Joke with ls miſtreſs vpon it. , 
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of our connexion.” © Hive" you been yftiettrly 
upon your gud, and is your confidentiat wo- 


man to be relied opon? You know that courtiers 
can raiſe” proofs out of the fighteſt fußt Ion, 


and yoo muſt be tent of what Ffeat con e- 
quence this ſecret is to us both. 1 ſhould only 
hope that this is a ſuſpicion arifing fr Htleve) 
lence; butiris highly neeeſſary to prevent theſe 
verſes from reaching the King. The Duke de 
la Vrilliere has juſt now Impriſoncd wo perſons 
who were found with cop! es ih theif poſſeſſion, 
and he has given very ſtrict orc ers. to Monſieur 
de Sartine to prevent their circulation at Paris. 
Good night, my dear Counreſs,' beliebt me 
2 e SK . 1 Loggly lz 

| - Ihe Duke: D 8 


ri En xcv1m. 22 
To the Duke D* rn 
Sin, 


4 et Wi. it 

I SPOKE yeſterday t | the King 4 che 
rank of High Admiral for y. you, and I ſaid every 
ching I could in your fayour. His Majeſty 
aſked me if you had the Nuke de Penthieyre's 
conſent? I.replied that I believed you. had. The 
King aſked the ſame queſtion of that Prince, 
who eniwered that you had not told him a word 
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of it, and ſcemed furprized that you had got 
me to make ſych a requeſt to his Majeſty. The 
King was angry with me about it, and I could 
only ſay that I had executed my commiſſion as 
1 was inſtructed. For the future I would have 
vou ere yaur batteries ip a better manner, 
Pray remember me to Papa“. I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du Bazzr, 


LETTER XCM. 
To the Duke p' ArcuiLtLon, 


1 WENT to reſt laſt night, my dear Duke, 
well pleaſed with the thoughts of acquainting 
you this morning with the diſgrace of the Mar- 
quis de Monteynard. The King had at laft 
- yielded to my intreaties, and ſigned, the letter 
de cachet which I preſented to him when I had 
brought him into the humour. His reflexions . 
ppon his pillow ſpoilt the whole ſcheme, and 
the firſt thing he did in the morning when he a- 
roſe, was to deſtroy the letter. This event ſhall 
teach me a leſſon for the future, which i is, that, 
when I am fortunate enough to have ſuck ano- 
ther opportunity, I will immediately diſpatch 
the letter, to prevent recalling i it. I am greatly 


2 She called the Duke cf Orleans gra pee, 
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yexcd. at being thus diſappointed ; for ner I 
heard what he he ſaid to the AbbeE®* Terray; ſince 


his refuſal of my f requeſt, and his connexions 
with the Þ Chancellor, the man is become 
more obnoxious to me than ever. 


* Counteſs Do Baur. 


itte 20 


To the Sams. 


IF I have not had the ſatisfaftion, my dear 
Duke, to rid myſelf of the Marquis de Mon- 
teynard, I have that at leaſt of having the favour 
granted me you adyiſed me to aſk for; and this 
the King gave his conſent to, thar 1 might not - 
be out of humour upon this occaſion. I haye 
mentioned to him the heavy contributions levied 


M. de Monteynard having applied to the Abbe Terray for ſome 
money for the buſineſs of his department, was told that the Treaſury 
was drained ; to which the Marquis replied with ſome warmth, that 
he was ſurprized, when ſo much money was ſquandered away on 
pimps and wheres, that none ſhould be reſerved for the King's ſervice. 

+ She had aſked li n for the regiment of Baufremont Dragoons ſor 
the Sicur Dangets d'Cr;ay, a nephew ef the Farmer-General of that 
pame, which he refuſed, and gave jt to the Prince de Lambeſc, =. 

it may ſeem ſurprizing that the Marquis de Monteynard, who was 
a wan of the moit integrity in the miniſtry, ſhould be fo attached to the 
Chancellor. But he gave for reaſon, that in matters which he did not 
underſtand, he always ſeꝑported the miniſter of that department; 
Lerein follo.v ng the ma: ira of Carcinal Fleury. 
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by Madame de Lnge, and the perſons uh 
have obtained favor trough her means. 'His 
Majeſty was much unpleaſed at it, and has pro- 
miſed that I ſhall name the proper people to 
form the eſtabliſhment” of the Count d' Artoĩs. 
I ſhall accept of no preſents from thoſe to whom 
I give places, but we ſhall have the ſatisfaction 
to have every one in the houſhold at our de- 
votion. The Chevalier Du Barry ſhall be Cap- 
tain of his Swiſs- guard. As for the other places, 
you mult think of this matter, my dear Duke, 
and appoint. ſuch as you can depend upon. I 


ſhall propoſe nobody to the King but thoſe who 


ſhall be approved of by us both. 1 ſhall not ſ 
vou. to-day; the King will hunt, and. I ſh; 
ſpend. part of the day at the Convent of St. 
Elizabeth. Adieu, my dear Duke, you know how 
much 1 love you. 5 The Counteſs yy Bazzr, 


Madame de Langeac was well known at Paris. She was mar- 
ricd to one Sabathin, 2 cobler at Marſeilles, and came to the metro- 
polis to follow the profeſſion of a woman of pleaſure. At length the 
became the favourite miſtreſs of the Duke de la 'Vrillizre. This mi - 
niſter had ſoveral children by ker, and beipg detirous to ennoble them, 


de clapt the poor cobler into the Bicetre, procured a falſe certificate pf 


his burial, and had his pretended widow married to the Marquis de 
Langeac, who acinowledged her children as his own. 

+ Madame du Barry went to this convent to ſee hat mother, who 
was placed there ar firſt under the name of Madame de Montrable, and 
at laſt ſhe was called Marchioneſs. Madame Du Barry s behaviour to 
her mother, was ſuch as does honour to the goodneſs of her heart ; for 


notwithſtanding the King's unbounded paſſion for her, and the cone 
fant diſſipation in waich ſhe lived, ſhe ſcarcely ever ſuffered a ſort- 


LE Ts- 


* 


MAD AA DU BARRY. 


i» | 


LETTER ma ot nad 


n the Abbe 1 


ms : 4 } ? \ / 1 2 


Paris, 28th Ape, 2773+ 


M's v 4k,” TI" 


YOUR fiewaid has juſt now, aked me for 
60,000 livres by your orders, without mention- 
ing for what purpoſe that ſum was intended to 
be employed. I told Lim that I could not then 
pay him fo much, but that I would do myſelf 
the honour to conſult with yow upon the mat- 
ter. It is far from my inclination, madam; to 
refuſe you any thing, for. you cannot be igno- = 
rant how much L am at your devotion. Permit 
me, however, to make a few obſervations f 
you, after which you ſhall direct me as you 
pleaſe. The rayal coffers are not ſo well fur- 
niſned as you: ſeem to ſuppoſe, though I uſe 
every means to fill them. I own to you they 
are at this moment very empty. Since I have 
been honoured with your protection you have 
received 18;000,000 livres, without taking no- 
tice of a number of trifling ſums. The Chan- 
cellor draws upon me for a great deal of money 


to ſupport his. parhament, and pay his ſpics.. 


"night to paſs without going to ſee her ; when ſhe commenly dined, * 
and paſſed a great part of the day with her, 


The 
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The Duke d'Aiguillon drains me for caſh td 
give his creatures, and to remit to his correſpon- 


dents in foreign courts, where you know he is 
not upon the beſt footing. I leave you now fo 


judge, madam, if I have not reaſon on my ſide: i 


I am greatly diſtreſſed to be obliged to offer 
theſe obſervations, becauſe I have nothing ſo 
much at heart as to comply with all you deſire; 
I I ſhould even be glad to anticipate your wiſhes 
were it in my power. However, if 300,000 


ſum to your ſteward whenever he calls upon me 
for it. I am with reſpect, &c. 


TIIIAT. 
LETTER CII. 


From Mademoiſelle Duzors, an Actreſs be- 
bnging to the French . Comedy. 
Paris, 25th April, 173. 
+MaDan, i 
IN obedience to your commands I had re- 
folved to appear again on the ſtage, and had 
| endeavoured 


* We have never ſeen the originals either of this letter or of the fol- 
Lwing ; we inſert them here, becauſe copies were handed abour # 
court and in Paris, we therefore do not take upon us to anſwer for 

+ To underſtand this letter rightly, the reader muſt he informed 
Chat Madame Du Barry was a great admirer of Mademoiſelle Dubois 

| _ 


livres will anſwer your purpoſe, I will pay that 
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endeavoyred to improve my ſmall abilities ſo as 
to afford you ſame amuſement; but unfortu- 
nately for me, my parts were diſpoſed of, and 
my theatrical friends have made me ſenſible 
what confuſion it would create amongſt them, 
I have been informed that the Gentlemen of the 
Chamber have undertaken to lay before you 3 


memorial, ſtating the actual impoſſibility of my 5 


appearance. I hope, madam, chat paper vill 
ſatisfy you with reſpect to the zeal with which 
I have ftrove to contribute to your pleaſure in 
thoſe precious moments, hich you are able to 
ſpare from thoſe important concerns you are en- 
gaged in. 

But, madam, your condeſcenſion has ern- 
boldened me to make you a requeſt. Allow me 
to lay open my whole heart to you. Your own 
is too ſuſceptible of the unprefſions of love not 
to participate with mine. For more than cwelye 
years I have loved Dayberval, and happy ſhould 
I have been if his paſſion had been as conſtant 
as mine! The faithleſs creature has made the 
ſame proteſtations to others which he has dane 
to me. TI have ſtill a dear pledge of our yaioa, 


to whom ſhe had made mgny preſents, and whom the was dero. a 
ſce again upon the ſtage. Dubois conſented to make a naw appear- 

ance, but circumſtances not permitting, the took occaſion of this ne- 
BB 
the Opera, and her quondam !over to e him to marry he. 


Q 


ail, 
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a child, the object of my maternal fondneſs. It 
grieves me when I think of the illegitimacy of 
its birth, and I wiſh to remove it by marriage. 


1 am at this time in eaſy circumſtances ; I am 


willing to pay off my perfidious lover's debts, 
and I aſk no more than his hand in return. So 
noble an action, madam, is worthy of yourſelf; 
though I have led an irregular life, my princi- 
ples are uncorrupted. You are ſenſible that a 
young creature poſſeſſed of charms, is expoſed 
on the ſtage to the aſſiduĩties of the young and 
amiable amongſt the nobility belonging to 
court. How is ſhe to withſtand ſuch tempta- 
tion! Yet I was never happy amidſt the galeties 
of the theatre; I always entertained a reſpect for 
religion; my conſcience was timorous, and ſoon 
took the alarm; the dread of hereafter purſued 
me uncealingly into the very receſſes of pleafure ; 
the loſs of my laſt lover threw me into a deep 
melancholy ; his fatal end in the very prime of 
life made me tremble for myſelf. Theſe, ma- 
dam, were the chief motives that made me quit 


the ſtage; you wiſhed me to appear again, and 


I got the better of my ſcruples. Circumſtances 
oppoſe your partiality ; condeſcend, madam, to 
compleat the happineſs I feel to find you ſome- 
times think of me, by granting me your pro- 
tection, or rather by uſing your authority, 
which can never be better employed. I am 


RE 3 perſuaded 


Mavaue DU BARRY: + ms 
perſuaded that Dauberval cannot refuſe the ob- 
ligations he is under to me when they come re - 
commended by you; and I ſhall reap this con- 
ſolation from my marriage, that as 1 cannot 
amuſe your reſpeRable leiſure at the theatre my- 
ſelf, I ſhall do it by proxy by another ſelf by 
a huſband who will always be at your devotion, 
as long as he is ſo happy as to pleafe you. I am, 
with the moſt profound reſpect, &c. I 207 
 DvuBons 


LETTER cm. 


From DauBERvaAL, a Dancer at the Opera. | 
Mar Au, 


IAN not fo great an adept in love - matters 
as Mademoiſelle Dubois may be; for if it con- 
ſiſts in taking a lover to bed with her, it is ceł- 
tain ſhe is better acquainted with them than I 
am. As I was not always able to ſupply her 
with love, and as it was abſolutely neceſſary ſhe 
ſhould be ſupplied with it, ſhe gave up my 
place to others, and we relieved each othet in 
our turn, four, five, and ſometimes more of us. 
The conſequence was that ſhe produced a little 
boy. She was kind enough to call me his fa- 
ther, and I was the more grateful for the favour, 
as I knew ſhe might have choſen him one out 

a of | 


1 
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of the Court, the Law, the Church or the Fi- 
narices, However, I accepted the honour, and 
I conſented to take care of the child; but the 
mother, looking upon it as 4 play-thing ex- 
preſsly made by the hand of Providence for her 
amuſement, kept it herſelf, I then told her 
that I ſhould diſclaim all title to it. Now that 
ſhe is tired of it, ſhe would lay it at rity door. 
But ſince ſhe has kept it ſo long, ſhe muſt even 
keep it longer, and to do ſo is acting conſiſtently 
with her maternal tenderneſs, and her regard for 
religion. I know the weakneſs of her head, and 
I ſhould be afraid of being infected with the 
ſame diſorder. She fears the devil; and fo do 
I; this it is that hinders me from marrying her; 
for as the evil ſpirit is ſometimes incarnate, and 
enters into father, mother, ſiſter, lover, what 
would become of me when her huſband ! 

You permitted me to expreſs my ſentiments 
freely upon this point, madam, and 1 have done 
ſs, I wiſh my fintefity may divert you for a 
moment. I imagine this was your whole defign 
in the negociation, which can be of very little 


confequence amongſt the weighty matters that 


call for your attention. It, however, diſcovers 
in a ſtriking manner that amiableneſt of diſpo- 
ſrion which appears in all you de. It is cer- 
rainly a great misfortune for Mademoiſtile Du - 


bois that the is no longer able to affotd you any 
am uſe- 
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amuſement; but I have no occaſion to marry 
her to prove to you how much I am at your 
devotion. I would have the merit wav ans 
own. 
As to Mademoiſelle Rancour, whom you had 
the goodneſs to offer to my choice, in caſe T 
refuſed Mademoiſelle Dubois, ſhe is at preſent 
but newly come to market, and as her price is 
not yet fixed, 1 do not wiſh to be the firſt to 
cheapen het. When her value is better known, 
it will be ſoon ſeen who will be the purchaſer. 


I am with profound reſpect, &c. 
Darntxvith, 


LETTER Civ. 
From the Duke vA ron. + 
| _—_— A 


Y O U know, my lovely Counteſs, the many. 
cauſes of complaint we have againſt yoor bro- 
ther-in-law, He has juſt now been guilty of a 
great piece of imprudence, which makes me out 
of all patience with him. You ſhall judge of it 
yourſelf, and I hope you will aſſiſt me to keep 
him within bounds. Since his return from Liſle, - 
he {hut himſelf up at his houſe at Triel for ſe- 
veral days, and was the whole time engaged in 
very deep play, Beſides his ready money, he 
has loſt ſeven thouſand louis dores upon honour, 


for 
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of the Court, the Law, the Church or the Fi- 
nances. However, I accepted the honour, and 
I conſented to take care of the child ; but the 
mother, looking upon it as a play-thing ex- 
preſsly made by the hand of Providence for her 
amuſement, kept it herſelf, I then told her 
that I ſhould diſclaim all title to it. Now that 
ſhe is tired of it, ſhe would lay it at rtty door. 
But ſince ſhe has kept it ſo long, ſhe muſt even 
keep it longer, and to do ſo is acting conſiſtently 
with her maternal tenderneſs, and her regard for 
religion. I know the weakneſs of her head, and 
I ſhould be afraid of being infected with the 
ſame diſorder, She fears the devil; and fo do 
I; this it is that hinders me from marrying her; 
for as the evil ſpirit is ſometimes incarnate, and 
enters into father, mother, ſiſter, lover, what 
would become of me when her huſband ! 

You permitted me to expreſs my ſentiments 
freely upon this point, madam, and 1 have done 
ſs, I wiſh my fincefity may divert you for a 
moment. I imagine this was your whole defign 
in the negociation, which can be of very little 
confequence amongſt the weighty matters that 
call for your attention, It, however, diſcovers 
in a ftriking manner that amiableneſs of diſpo- 
firion which appears in all you ds, It is cer- 
tainly a great misfortune for Mademoiſtlle Du- 


bois that the is no longer able to afford you any 
am uſe- 
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amuſement; but I have no occaſion to marry 
her to prove to you how much I am at your 
devotion. I would have the merit of it all my 
As to Mademoiſelle Raucoux, whom you had 

the goodneſs to offer to my choice, in caſe 1 
refuſed Mademoiſelle Dubois, ſhe is at preſent 
but newly come to market, and as her price is' 
not yet fixed, I do not wiſh to be the firſt to 
cheapen het. When her value is better known, 
it will be ſoon ſeen who will be the purchaſer. 
I am with profound reſpect, &c. 2 


DavBtRvaL. 


LETTER CIV. 
From the Duke v*A1Gcvirtton. 


Y OU know, my lovely Counteſs, the many. 
cauſes of complaint we have againſt your bro- 
ther-in-law, He has juſt now been guilty of a 
great piece of imprudence, which makes me out 
of all patience with him. You ſhall judge of it 
yourſelf, and I hope you will aſſiſt me to keep 
him within bounds. Since his return from Liſle, 
he {hut himſelf up at his houſe at Triel for ſe- 
veral days, and was the whole time engaged in 
very deep play, Beſides his ready money, he 


has loſt ſeven thouſand louis dores upon honour, 
| "x for 
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ſor which, according to cuſtom, he has given an 
order upon the Abbe Terray. The Abbe, as 
we had pre-concerted, refuſed his order. When 
your brother heard of it, he flew into the moſt 
violent paſſion, threw out a number of invectives 
againſt us all, and declared he had made mi- 


niſters, and could un-make them; in a word, 

to ſhew his great moderation to the company, 
he ſaid he had only yet had five millions out of 
the royal treaſure. What hurts me the moſt is, 
that the perſon who told me this, aſſures me, 
this diſcourſe was had at a ſupper, where ſeveral 
people were preſent, who will take pleaſure in 
ſpreading the ſtory abroad. You ſee, my dear 
Counteſs, what harm his indiſcretion may do us; 
eſpecially by diſcovering how eaſũy money 1s 
obtained from the royal coffers; a circumſtance 
that will not fail to be exaggerated to the en- 
creaſe of our enemies. I ſpeak my ſentiments 
freely, becauſe I know for a long time you have 
been weary of his perſecutions. He is indeed a 
very dangerous man, and I hope you will aſſiſt 
me to remove him. His character is ſuch, that 
he will not fail of taking ſome wrong ſtep, and 
thereby give us a juſt pretence for doing it, 
even by force, if we cannot bring it about by fair 
means. Adieu, my charming SO vou 
know how dear you are to me, 


The Duke d*Ar6viition, 


MA DAME DU BARRY. 1 


LITT INN . 
To the SAME. 


Fountainbleau, 210 Ofober, 2773. 
I AM, my dear Duke, in the greateſt dit- 
treſs; you know the King was taken ill the 
day before yeſterday. He made la Martiniere 
ſleep in his bed-chamber ; I know not what paſt 
betwixt them, but his Majeſty has been ever 
ſince remarkably cold to me. I am afraid that 
phyſician has cauſed him to make ſome reflexions, 
the conſequences of which alarm me very much. 
As ſoon as you have a moment to ſpare, come 
to me; I ſhall be alone all the evening; it is 
highly neceſſary we ſhould conſult together how 
I am to behave. I am intirely your's, 
The Counteſs Du Barry. 


LETTER CYL 
From the Duke of OxIL ans. 


I WAIT with impatience, my charming 
Counteſs, to learn the reſult of the ſolicitation 
which you promiſed me to uſe with the King, 
to engage his conſent to my marriage with Ma- 
dame de Monteſon. The great intereſt you ap- 
peared to take in this affair, and your great cre · 
dit 


,” 


n LETTERS To ax ROW 


dit with the King, had led me to hope I might 
be certain, that it would ſpeedily be brought to 
an happy iſſue. It was, you know, only with 
this proſpect, that you determined me to return 
to court. Since that time things are juſt as they 
were; it is certain, my dear madam, you have 
not done all in your power. Yet | cannot think 
that a pair of ſuch ſweet lips as your's are, ſhould 
ever utter a promiſe with intention to break ic. 
Such a conduct is inconſiſtent with that. amiable 
freedom you have always uſed wich me; and I 
can ſee no reaſon why I ſhould be the only per- 
„** I am, &c. 

Louis P. Duke of Orleans. 


LETTER Cl. 


To the Same. 
October 25th, 1773. : 


NOTWITHSTANDING the great cre- 
dit which you ſuppoſe I have with the King, it 
is not ſo caſy for me to prevail on him to do 
things for which he has a diſlike. I muſt tell 
you plainly this marriage is one of thoſe, and 
I am forry for it. Hitherto myſalicitations have 
availed nothing. One lucky minute would 

make 
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minute come ? that is more than I can tell you. 
But come , papa, ſhall I give you ſome good 
advice? Marry, and we will ſee to bring matters 
about ; I am ſtrongly intereſted to do it. If the 
King does not now give his conſent to the mar- 
riage, he may be brought to do it in the end, 
which will be the ſame thing. Be aſſured that 

I ſhall never deſert your intereſts, and that I ſhall 


loſe eh mags” I am, &c. 
The Counteſs Du Bazav. 


LETTER CVIIL . 


to the Duke 6 


IWRITE to you, my dear Duke, over= 
whelmed as, 1 am with the lamentations of the 
Duke de la Vrilliere, and Madame Langeac. 
But it is all over with them; the Chevalier 
&Arcq will fell no more favours for ſome time. 
The letter de cacher is ſigned for baniſking him 
to Tulle, where I am inclined to think he will 


* This is a familiar way of addreffing the firſt prince of the blood, 
but it will got appear extraotdinary when the reader is informed thay 
Madame du Barry uſed till greater freedom with the King himſelf. 
One day that his Majeſty aniufed bimiaif with pouting out the c 
Nr e 

* France, have a care, you play the cg with the c | 


R _ 
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ud find it an eaſy matter to diſplay his talents. 

Lrechon upon the promiſe you made to gu with 

—— Fam your friend. 
n 


: | LETTER crx. 
To the Sans. | 


roy judged perfoctiy right, wy dear Duke, 


Viſcount dy Barry's marriage is come to nothing: 
my tears and intreaties would not avail. The 


King appeared more determined than I could: 
Marquis de la Tour du Pin la Chorce it is that 
robs us d Mademoiſelle de St. Andie. We. 

muſt now think. ſeriouſly of Mademoiſelle de- 
Tournon . She is ſaid to be extremely hand- 
ſonde, and ſome are inclined'to feat the rnay be- 
cone my rival; but no matter; ſhould Ir prove | 
. 1 hall. ar leaſt have the ficlefiion.to think 
Þt does not go out of the family. L 


ict yours, 
ue Counteſs Du Banur. 
LE T- 


.* Mademoiftile de Str Amdry was a natural daughter of Lewis KV. 


The King had reſolved to marry her to the Viſcount. du Barry, but. 
ſuffered himſelf to be difſuaded from it; and ſhe was married to the- 
Marquis mentioned in the letter, | ; 

2 Mas 
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From the Prince Du Sers 


THE ner "WAS | had yeſterday, at my 
Houſe, my charming Connteſs. Viſcount du 
Barry is mightily dae with ny fair Kinfwoman, 
awho on her part, conſents to be directed by me. 
The Prince de Conde has no blk e to the match, 
but before he gives his, conſent in farm, be de- 
fires the King would admit him into his councils, 
give him 1,500,009 livres to pay off his debts. 
He thinks you will eaſily obtain theſe favours, 
ſer him of his Majeſty. For my pare. J wiſh, 
much you may do it, | 1, am defirous te, 
have a concluſion made of this alliance, with , 
which I think myſelf much honoured. . Lkpow 
we might in ſome ſort diſpenſe with the Prince's 
approbation, but it would make a, yery great 
difference as to the general ſarisfadtion, . If, on 
the ather hand, the Prince de Conds obtains ' 


Mademoiſelle de Tour wes r 
dition in Normandy ; the was eee pears ade, vely H 
and allied to the beſt families of the court ; bot ſhe was not geh 4 
wiz znexr relation cache Fritice de Svdblie, Wiko Was titan en to 
propoſe this match. The Prince of Conde, as fon-in-law of the 
Prince de Soubiſe, interfere4 in rhe-negoctatian,” and rikic Bund ebm 
Sderable demands. upon. the occaſion; part of which bei gaaihd 
him, the match took place. ; 

R 2 his 
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his defires through your means, it could not but 
be advantageous to you, as you would thereby 


The Prince Ds SOuUBISE, 


22 E. 7 T E R CXI. 
From the Duke Aare 


I HAVE, my dear Counteſs, many obſer- 
vations to make, upon what you told me yeſter- 
day. Though youreceived, with a great deal of 
mirth, the apprehenfions which I entertained of 


the conſequences of the match in queſtion, yet ak 


think they deſerve, on your part, to be well 
weighed. I am, afraid, that whilſt you give, : 
yourſelf this trouble to bring it to a concluſion, h 


rouge at the ſame time working your own ruin. 
Do yd nat think i it likely that this may be the 


end they propoſe, whilſt they ſolicit you to” 
make a point of this affair? Your brother in 
ee d of doit fach a thing) ail Per- 
haps he may not be the only one. Think of 
: this, my dear Counteſs. | Mademoiſelle de Tour- 


pan js handforne, and the King may take a fan: 


* 


— du Barry, of whoſe marriage mention is made in this 


DE 
cy 


R 


4 
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oy to her; the Prince de Conde from his rank 
ayer her; and you know enough already of the 
Count Du Barry to fear he will gain an aſcen- 
dancy over his daughter-in-law, which he may 
employ to work your ruin, or at leaft to keep 
you more than ever in ſubjection of him. If 
in ſpite of theſe reflexions you perſiſt in running 
the riſk of the event, it would hy all means be 
neceſſary to keep the Prince de Conde oat of 
the council. Beſides that it would increaſe the 
advantages he gains by this match, we ſhould 
be no longer mafters of the deliberations there: | 
his power would be fuch as could not be op- 
poſed, and he would be at the Head of the ad- 
miniſtration of the affairs of the whole King 


dom. Not to create any diſguſt, perſuade his* 
Majeſty not flatly 10 deny, but to give Hin 
hopes, that this favour may be granted lim A. 
ter the marriage is ſolemnized; without fixing © 
any preciſe time, or r making any abſolute pro- 
miſe. As to the of his debts, and the 
parchaſe of his houle, you thay” caſily obj,” 
thefe two favours; they will pleaſe Mn, and 
| they are of no conſequence to you. Adieu my | 
fair Counteſs; remember I only ſtate to you | 
the conſequences of the two reſolutions you are 
to take, „ 
other; ſo that whatever happens I am not to be 


blamed 
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blamed for it. I am, with the ſame friendſhip 
I have ever borne you, your, &c. 
| The Duks v'Atovitiem. 


„ een 
'To the Piet Gr dene 


1 
I HAVE 888 
ia getting the King to purchaſe the Prince de 
- Conde's houſe, and to grant him 1,500,000 
livres which he has occaſion far to pay off his 
debts. I wiſh I had been as ſucceſsful in pro- 
curing his admiſſion to the Council; but his 
Majeſty. {aid he would canfider after the mar- 
riage what was to be done; ſo he has neither 
granted this favour, nor abſolutely. refuſed it. 
This, fir, is the reſult of my ſtrongeſt ſolicita- 
tions; if the Prince reſolves not to approve of 


the match, unleſs upon the expreſs condition of 
his being 


admitted ro the council, there muſt 


be an end to that, and the favours already ob- 
tained; and we muſt ſeek out an alliance for 
the Viſcgunt, which may be brought about with 
leſs difficulty. My chief regret will be, that I - 
have not been able to conclude a matter which - 
you had ſo much at heart; but I did my part 


towards it, and you cannot blame me for it. 
I am, &c. The Counteſs Du Baxxr. 


4 LET- 


9 * . CT 


 Mapans bu BAUR. 1 


L. E FTE R CXII. 
From the Prince de Con D. 


Mar A, 


7 


| 1 NEVER preſumed to make any conditions 
for the marriage of Viſcount. Du Barry, but I 


conceived that as he was to marry a relation of 
mine, I, might upon ſuch an occaſion ſolicit 
your interelt for favours, which I ſhould receive 
with the greater pleaſure as I ſhould owe. all the 
obligation of them to you. Accept, madam, 
my thanks for the two favours which the King 
has. granted me at your“ requeſt. As to the 
third, I ſhould hope you will not loſe ſight of 
ir, but continue your good. offices in that re- 
pct. I ſhould wiſh w have a conference with 
you on that ſubje&. beg to know: the day 
and hour, when] may have the honor MOOR: 


Tn I am, &c. 
= L. de B. Prince. de Conve. 


n e Conds, a.very-acabitious man, had really the d 


which the-Duke d Aigvillon had ſulpefted him to have, and which is 
mentioned in the Dyke's lat letter to Madame Du Barry, but the 


. nr Ct ke to re» 
e her i towards. him. 


— q 0 - "YI C | , 
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LETTER Cv. 
To the Duke v*'ArGvititon. 


IT is with much concern, my dear Duke, I 
acquaint you that my reconciliation with the 
Royal Family will not take place as I had flat- 
tered myfelf . I can lay no blame on Madame 
de Narbonne, who has herſelf of het 
negociation to my ſatisfaction. She prevailed 
upon Madame Adelaide; as ſoon as ſhe was 
gained over, there was no difficulty to bring 
her fiſter into it; and we were lucky enough to 
ſucced likewiſe with the Counteſs de Provence, 
ant eye. the Dauphineſs. But the Daophin 
overſer the whole Baa: and ſeemed ſo mucli 
averſe to it, that we loſt all hopes of accom- 
Pliſhing our deſign. - You know I am to pre- 
ſent the young Viſcounteſs; 1 muſt take her to 
the Dauphin; I dread the moment, and wiſh 1 
could get fairly rid of the buſineſs. Pray, how 
is the Dutcheſs ? was ſhe blooded this morning? 
Tell me about it to-morrow. L expect you to 
dinner according to promiſe. I embrace you 
| with all my heart, 


The Counteſs Du Ranxv. 


r nnn 
liked either by the Dauphin, the Dauphineſa, or the Princeſſes. To 
engage Madame de Narbonne to treat for an accommodation, ſhe was 
promiſed a Duke dom ſor her huſband; beſides a confiderable pecuniary 
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LETTER CXY. 
To the S AM R. 


WELL, did I not ſay, my deat Duke, that 
1 had'great reaſon todread this buſineſs of pre- 
ſenting ? Tou cannot imagine how radely that 
great il bred ® boy behaved. When we wete 
uſhered to his apartment, he was Icking, br 
pretended to be looking through the window, 
and after we were announced, confinaed in the 
fame poſture, and never caſt one lock towards 
us whilſt we ſtaid. My niece was ſenſibly a- 
fected at this behaviour, but the King made her 
ample amends by his very gracious receptioh of 
her. He ſeemed ſo pleaſed with her, that I was 
alarmed at it; but I did not ſhew 

for fear of düſplealing his Matelty; for thould 1 
;appcar.out of humour, it may increaſc his liking, - 
waich in all probability will be ſoon over. I 
am not very ſure that nothing ſerious tas paſſed 
 betwixt them; but I fill feem to know nothing 
of it, and depend, my dear Duke, upon yobr 
keeping it a ſecret. You know how neceſfary 
it is it order to ſupport my credit. I am happy 
to bear the Dutchefs is ſo well. — 


Tell ber ] love her as well as you do.” : 
run, The Counteſ Do Barr 
| © The Davphia- 


LET- 


S 


„ 


Duke, that my huſband has had a quarrel with 
. the Parkament of Thoulouſe, upon the ſubject 
af an infurreftion, in which it is ſaid he wanted 
to take an active part®. I am not thoroughly 
informed of the fact; endeavour to make your- 
ſelf maſter of it, and pray do what is neceſſary 
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LETTER CXVI. 
To the Same. 
J HAVE this moment learnt, my dear 


upon this occafion. We drove him from hence 


chat hisfolly might not diſgrace us, and muſt he- 
till give us trouble at a > with 


you a * . 


The Councils Do Bazar, 
L EFT E R CXVII. 


From M. De Borwss, Miniſter for Naval 


' Madan, 


THE ifpleature ach the King, ſhewed 


| I ee a dt a 
| Kjraſelf at. the time of the inſurrectior : on account of the cearneſy of 


bread. One day that the tumult was at the higheſt, be harangued the 


- infurgents, made uſe of the King's name, and propoſed to capitu ate 


with them. The Parliament was difpleaſcd, and ſome member, 
for proſzcuting, him; but that meaſure was cver- ruled, and they con - 


' eenred themſclves with ſending a memorial of the whole affair to die 


DIY , and there If cnded, 


P 
- , _— 1. : — ; neſs 


Mavane, DU BARRY. 1n 


meſs to me. What I did, was by order of the 
Duke of Orleans, and he it was took me to your 
apartment when the affair happened which you 
know of Allow me to to hope, madam, you 
will have the goodneſs to prevail upon' his Ma- 
jeſty to honour me with his favour as heretofore: 
I truſt I have merited it by the zeal 1 have al- 
ways ſhewn for his ſervice. Thar which 1 have 
on all occaſions diſcovered” for you, gives me 
room to hope you will uſe your good offices od 
this occaſion. - My gratitude ſhall qual. the 
5 "ge with which I am; &ec. 

© Bovnctors Di Boyxrs, 


„ The Duke of Orleans had orcered M. de Boynes to draw up . 
memorial for reſtoring the Parliament, which of ccorſ# would have 
been followed u ĩch the exile of M. de Maupeou, whoſe place De Boynes 
wiſhed for. He was the prepereſt perſon the Duke could have choſen 
For ſuch a purpoſe, becauſe he affiſied the Chancellor in the deſtructiom 
of that court. As ſoon as the memorial was finiſhed, they went with 
great privacy to Madame du Barry's apartments, and propolcd to her 
to ſolicit the King to execute a projet, which, as they ſaid, would 
pleaſe every one. The favourite tapping the Duke on the ſhoulder, 
ſaid to him with her uſual familiar term, © Papa, you know I never 
*< interfere in matters of government.” The Duke continued his in- 
treaties, and almoſt threw himſelf at her ſeet. She conſented at length 
to hear the memorial read. The King came in whilſt this was deing, 
and the Duke of Orleans ſnatching the memorial out of the miniiter's 
hand, put it into his pocket. His Majeſty obſerving his miſtreſs 
change countenance, infited on knowing what was the chatter, and (he 
tali him all that had paed ; whecrupon the King faid to the Duke of 
Orleans, thus, « Couſin, if-you wild rhat we ould continue friends 
« have nothing to do with this negociation ;** then, addreffing bin- 
ſelf to the minifier=- and as for you, M. de Boynes, I am ſurprizdd 
« to find. ybu here ; this is no place ſor you, ſo be gone .« aq for - 

you, madam, (turning round to the Counteſs) I am obliged to you 
tor your reluQance to enter into this plot. M. de Boynes wrote _ 
Chis letter to deprecate the King's anger on this occafion. 
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I. ETT ER cxvm. 
From the Duke of Ox LEANSV. 


LAM well perſuaded, madam, that if our 
laſt interview had not been interrupted, ſo fax 
from ſaying you would not interfere in the caſe 
of the Parliamęnt, you would haye beep the firſt 
to become their protectreſa, and to have laid 
their juſtification, and the wiſhes of all France 
for their reſtoration, at the feet of the throne, 
The plan I mean to propoſe to you, is ſuch as 
muſt ſatisfy every one, and diſpleaſe nobody, 
One man alone would be a loſer by this reconci- 
nation, and this man is as much an enemy to 
you as he is to the ſtate ®, 1 have much to ſay, 
which I cannot commit to paper, you will 
therefore oblige me by naming a day and hour, 
when I may wait upon yop with M. de. Boynes, 
to talk over this matter for a few minutes. I 
am perſuaded that after this interview you wil} 
not only adapt my ſentiments, but you will lend 
me your aſſiſtance to remove his Majeſty's pre- 
judices. There may come à time, madam, 
when you may thank me for having a afforded you 
an opportunity of contributing to 3 revolution 
ſo much defired by all good citizens, Their ac- 
knowledgrents cannot but be pleaſing to You, 


as well as uſeful, as muſt the ſupport of thoſe 
tribunals, which will owe their re-eſtabliſhmeng, 
10 eu, J am, — + - Duke of Iricapy 


The Ch Lor. 


" Mivawe DU BARRT. 


| LETTER CH. 9507 
| n Sans, | 7 

S1n, | 
' YOU Vibe Kid acl? diſlike to meddle 
in matters of the kind you mention in your let- 
ter. I doubt much whether you will be able ro 
perfuade me to undertake the buſineſs {6 hedr- 
tily as you feem to think. But as I would be 
far from diſobliging you, I will expect you to- 
morrow at fix o clock, You fee I can refuſe 


your highneſs nothing. I hope you will give 
me GE or iy compliance. I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Do Baxzr, 
LET TER . | .--44q 


2 To the 84 u. 


81, 

- WHAT has happened 1 undoubredly 
have given you no favourable opinion of my 
good faith, and you perhaps imagine my beha- 
viour on that occaſion was. concerted with the 
King. If my anziouſneſs to reconcile you with 
his Majeſty has. not removed your doubts,..a 
ſimple relation of the 1 


bertajnſy do 1 * x 
| Through 
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Through the careleſſneſs of one of my wo- 
men, your letter was very improperly given to 
me before the King. When I ſaw it came from 
you, I was putting it by to read at another op- 
portunity, but his Majeſty inſiſted upon ſeeing 
it. He was exceedingly angry when he read it, 
and at firſt commanded me to refuſe you the in- 
terview you aſked; but having conſidered a long 
time, he ſaid, «you ſhall appoiat the Duke of 
Orleans to come to you to-morrow, and I will 
be preſent at the time, but concealed in a 
14 place where I can overhear all. Tell him 
ar not a word of my deſign, and ſend him an an- 
« ſwer immediately. l was under the neceſſity 
of obeying, his commands; the King even dic- 
tated the letter, and of courſe he laid the trap in 
which you were“ taken. It was out of my 
power to make his Majeſty alter his deſign. I 
hope this will make no breach 1 ig our friendſhip, 
and that my go6d papa will not be angry with 
me. I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du Banxr. 


* The King. aſter having overheard all the Duke cf Orleans had to 
ſay, diſcovered hin. HH, and expreſſed his indignation, threatening to 
diſgrace him, if he pc: ſites t go on with this matter. The Duke ro- 
plied, that certairly it would be a great misfortune to him to be dif, 
graced, but that he (ſhould bear it with fortitude, fince it was in de- 
fence of the publt good, which he could never think of abandoning. 
Fortunately Madan. Du Barry was able to reconcile them both beſore 


they partea. 855 : 
| | 4 LET- 


Manaus DU BARRY. 1yf 


LETTER CXI. 9 


From the Covnr Do Bizzy, 
1THAD hopes, my dear fiſter, "hat wp che | 
marriage of my ſon with Mademoiſelle de Tour- 
non, you would have procured for me the ten 


thouſand louis-d'ors I aſked for; you know the 
twenty thouſand livres which were granted me 


were only to diſcharge play-debrs, and were but 
juſt ſufficient for the purpoſe. 'But I expeft as + 
much at leaſt upon the marriage of the Chevalier 
with Mademoiſelle de Fumel, if it ſhould take 
place, of which at preſent I have my doubts. 
The young lady does not ſeem very agreeable to 
the match, notwithſtanding the many favours 
| ſhe may expect to receive from the King. The 
family is unwilling that the Chevalier ſhould bear 
the arms of Fumel as was agreed upon. In 
ſhort, theſe people ſeem to ſtart difficulties on 

purpoſe to gain time, and ove : ſet che affair As 
it is of conſequence to us, engage the King, 
who has already interfered in the matter, to 
taſten a concluſion; one word from him will re- 
move every f difficulty. 1 am, my dear fiſter,. 
intirely your's, The Count Du — | 


„„ es tt; 

+ Accardingly the King intereſted bimſelf in the matter,. He gave 
the Ch.valier Du Barry 500, 0 livres in order to clear an ee of 
a , 
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LETTER. CXXII 


To Count WILLIAM Du BARRA x. 


: ,, THE fine ſtory you haye told us. has much 

the. ir of invention, and ſeems contrived to ex- 
cuſe your return hither after your proteſtations, 
and the injunctions laid upon you to the * con- 
try. If I conſent to pardon this ſtep, it is 
upon this condition only, that you are never 
' heard of more; otherwiſe you will force me to 
| have no mercy on you. 


The Couxxrss Du Baxzy. 


_ . * cxxm. 

; From M. de ag 
PIT IN 4 | } 
MONSIEUR de la Borde informed cas 


— him — had 
* n vuflf. 


— 


' $0,600 livres's year, which 8 8 
trom ul incumbrances. The brid:groom had befidts the reverſion of 
- the government of Chateau · I tempette which NM. de\Famet enjoytd. 
The Chevalier afterwards took the title of Marquis Du Barry, _. 

He had excuſcd his coming by a ſtory he had fabricated. He ſaid 
- he had veceived a threatening letter, in which be was erjajned to de 

pofit . oo Lvres in a place poit ted out in it; to wlich paying no re- 

gard he recerv<d * 

ſequences. 


(4 


. — 5 Qi 


Ma DAT DU BARRY, 


Quai! deux baiſers ſur la fin de ma vie! 
Quel paſſeport vous daignez m' envoyer. / 
Deux, c'en eſt trop! Af1orable Egerie; | 
Je ſerois mort de plaiſir au premier. 


Two kiſſes at the end of life! 

Such was divine Zgeria's * will; 

What paſſport from this vale of ſtrife! 
One were alone too much to kill. 


He ſhewed me your picture: pray, madam, be 
not angry ; I took the liberty of paying it back 
the two kifles. 


Vous ne pouvez empecher cet hommage, 
Foible tribut de quiconque a des yeux. 
C'eſt aux mortels d'adorer votre image, 
L'original &toit fait pour les Dieux. 


This tribute, tho poor, tis not your's to prevent 
From all who that portrait ſhall view; 
For mortals to worſhip the copy was lent, 

But gods the original claim as their due. 


I have heard ſome part of M. de la Barde's 
Pandora. It ſeems to me worthy of your pre- 


® The nymph /Egeria inſpired Numa, the great Roman law-giver. 
By a ſtretch of flattery M. de Voltaire would infinuate that Madame 
Du Barry had likewiſe inſpired the King in the operations be had juſt 
then made in legiſlation, 


T te ion. 
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tection . The favours you confer on genius 
are the only means to increaſe the fplendour of 
your name. 

Accept, madam, the unfeigned reſpects of a 
poor ſolitary old man, whoſe heart feels no ſenti- 
ments more than thoſe of gratitude. 


LETTER CXXIV, 
To the SA Mx, 


NOTHING, fir, can be more. polite, 
and agreeable than the letter which I have. juſt 
received under your hand. I jydged that the 
commiſſion I gave M. de la Borde would have 

me the flattering acknowledgement 
you have ſent me. I would have it put as a 
ſupplement to the Apotheoſis of King Petau +. 
Theſe two pieces joined together will juſtify 
you in the eyes of the public, and of potterjry 
from the charge generally made againſt you, 
| that you are partial, and apt to contradi yourſelf. 
I am, Kc. The Counteſs Dv Baar. 


* M. de la Borde, e manta © this 
letter, had compoſed muſick for M. de Voltaire's optra of Pandora ; 
. the poet, always eager to have his pjeces produced on the ſtage, adyiſes 
Madame du Barry to have it performed under her patronage. 

+ At the firſt riſe of Madame du Barry, Voltaire wrote a piece in 


verſe under this title,. i in which he made mention of the monarch and 


his fayourite in the moſt ſatirical and indecent terms. I he bard 
needs be very much mortificd, after that, to receive ſuch atart 
reply to a letter dictated by the moſt ſervile Rattery. 


LE : 


MaBaut DU BARRY: 1 


LETTER cxxv. 
To the Chancellor Mau 200. 


tA M very much furprized, Mr. Chancellor; 
that Zemoro s . e 
ſeal, as it was in your office yeſterday. 
„ 
have for the King's ſervice? I ſhould have 
thought you would have been more forward to 
pay court to your maſter. I expect, fir, this 
buſineſs will be finiſhed to-day; as otherwiſe I 
66, I am, &c. 
2 


0 **— A 
conceived a great liking. The familiarities which her exceffive fond- 
neſs encouraged him to take, gave room to malicious people to report | 
tat he was employed to other purpoſes than lacquics uſually are. The - 
King, to pleaſc his miſtreſs, would. ſometimes condefeend to amuſe 
himſelf with this negro, and the favourite took ati opportunity to aſlt 
ſome mark of royal favour for him. · Let him be appointed (faid the 
King) © hotſckeeper of Lucienne, with a falary of 600 reg. The 
King figned the commiſſion immediately, and Madame du Barry was 
much diverted to think that the Chancellor was obliged to put the 
ſeal to it. She accordingly took occation of ſome delay in this bus 
. 


T4 L E T- 
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LETTER cxxvl. 
To the Duke p' Arcvitton. 


T HE Marquis de Monteynard * is now diſ- 
miſſed in good earneſt, my dear Duke. The 
letter de cachet is ſigned, and he muſt have re- 
ceived it by this time; ſo that our fears of its 
being cancelled are all over. You are ſatisfied, 
and I am well pleaſed to have been able to carry* 
a point which you had ſo much at heart. There 
remains now only the Chancellor to get rid of, 
but that will be a more difficult buſineſs. The 
King i is ſo happy that he is no longer teized by 
gownſmen, that he is more attached than I 
could wifh him to the man who retieved him 
from their remonſtrances. Conſider of ſome 
plan, my dear Duke, that I ſhould follow to 
make his Majeſty change his mind, and I wilt 
purſue it exactly. But before we think of any 
thing elſe, we muſt attend to a matter of im- 
portance that admits of no delay. The office 
of miniſter of the war-department muſt be filled 
up, and that you muſt have, and I ſhall employ 


It was thought extraordinary that this miniſter kept his place ſo 


long. « He muſt fall, * the 3 one day) . ſor there is nobody 
« ſupports hm but me.” 


The Duke d Aiguillcn was immediately appointed to ſucceed him. - 


4 every 


Mavaus DU BARRY. er 
every means-to procure it for you. In the mean 
time I embrace you, and am intirely yours, 

The Counteſs Du Bazxry, 


LETTER CXXVI. 
this tt l. 


I SEE, my dear Counteſs, it is to. no pur- 
poſe perſiſting to perſuade the King to remove 
the Chancellor. We ſhall never ſucceed that 
way; we muſt purſue another in order to gain 
our point. Pretend, by degrees, to come into 
the King's way of thinking; but inſinuate at 
times that his Majeſty will never reap all the 
advantages which might be derived from M. 
de Maupeov's operations, ſo long as he con- 
tinues in office. You may give for reaſon, what 
is apparent enough, that the Princes, the Peers, 
and the people, hold him in great abhorrence. 
For my part, I ſhall ſecond you on all occaſions. 
1 ſhall watch all his motions, and doubt not ſoon 
to lay ſome ſnare for him which ſhall furniſh us 
with power.” to cruſh him. I am, &. + 

| The Duke »*Arcvition, 
LE T- 


* The Abbe Terray was in the plot for removing the Chancellor. 
Tin the proper occaſion arrived of ruining him, he deprived him in- 
ſentibly of all his creatures. He had already obtained an atrit of 


council for iuppteſſing the office of Infpecr of the Demeſues, witich 
had 
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LETTER Cxxvit. 
To M. DE Bovynzs. 


YOU will oblige me, fir, if you · will pay at- 
tention to tlie requeſt which the bearer of this, 
Monſieur d'Abbadie * has to make you. You 

PIES | have 


Fad been given to le Brun, the Chancellor's ſecretary and confident. 
The hatred which Maupeou bore the two miniſters was ſo apparent, 
that nobody doubted of the miſunderſtanding that ſubfiſted betwixt 
them. The Chancellor. endeavoured to throw all the odium of the re- 
Mution he had brought about upon them. When he was applied to 
tor the recall or liberty of any one, he affected to pity the party's miſ- 
fortune, and infinuated that he had adviſed the calling in of the letters 
de cachet; that all that had happened muſt be laid to the charge of the 
Abbé Terray, who would rob on the bigh way to bring in money to the trea- 
fury; and of the Duke d'Aiguiilon, that ryrant, whe would murder every 
body, and ſquander all the money be could come at. Seeing it was impoſſible 
to be well with theſe miniſters and the favourite, he endeavoured to 
make his peace with the royal family. For that purpoſe it was ne- 
ceſſary to put on the appearance of probity, and ſometimes act with 
honeſty. He performed his part well, though in a character different 
from. his real one; and he carried his hypocriſy ſo far as to paſs for x 
religious man, in order to get acceſs to Madame Louiſa. In a word, 
he declaimed ſo much againſt the meanneſs of all thoſe who paid court 
w a woman without either birth, or modeſty; and employed fo many 
intrigues, that he ſet the King's children more than ever againſt tho 
favourite, and her dependants. Things were carried ſo high, that the 
King, affected by their lighting behaviour, cried” out, in an agory 
of grief, I ſee very well my children have loſt all regard for 
s: me. : 

» The Sieur d'Abbadie was a Commiſfary of the Navy, who had 
never been at ſea, but took it in his head to uſe the credit of Madame 
du Barry to obtain favours, as many others had done before him. Ac- 
cordingly he went to Paris, and found means to preſent a parrot which 


MAD DU BARRY, xg 
have giyen the croſs of St. Lewis to two of his 
colleagues, he wiſhes to obtain the ſame favour, 
and I ſhoold'be glad you would grant it him on 
my recommendation. 1 am, &e. 

* Counteſs Du Ba RRT. 
3 


LE TTER CXXIX, 
From the Duke D Arcen 


I AM at aloſs, my dear Counteſs, to geen 
the reaſons which have engaged you to eſpouſe 
the intereſts of the Prince de Conde fo warmly. 

However, ſince you deſire it, I ſhall not be 
againſt the King appointing him grand maſter 
of artillery, and I ſhall even ſecond your recom- 
mendation to his Majeſty if you think it neceſ- 
ſary: Tet, I confeſs, I am of opinion yeu will 
not fucceed in this buſineſs, becauſe I know the 
- fame. favour is ſolicired for the Count de Pro- 


Vence“. I am, &c. 


91 


The Duke d'Aicuiiion. 
L E T- 
. 5 
it worth a croſs of St. Lewis; the readineſs with which this miniſter 
granted the favour, ſhews what ſubjeftion he was under to her. 
| © The Duke was no more willing than the Marquis de Montey- + 
nard that the artillery ſhould be divided from his office; but he had 
more art than his predeceſſor ; and that he might not give the prince 
gr the fpvcurite cauſe of compiaint againit him, he had engage the 


. = 
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LETTER CXXX. 


From M. Dor ar. 


Map AM, 

1178 with much concern I learn that certain 
verſes are attnbyted to me; which 1 now take 
the firſt opportunity to diſavow. I am credibly 
informed that a poem, intitled, Epitre q Margot, 

-1s come to your. hands, and- that I have been 


very maliciouſly repreſented to you as the au- 


thor * of it. It certainly merits your indigna- 


tion, madam; but if from my rank in the repub- 
lic of letters, I. have any title to your-protec- 
tion, I, would beg you to take every ſtep to- 
-wards diſcovering the real author; in which 
caſe you will. be revenged, and I ſhall be juſti- 


fied. I am, &c. „ N Don Ar. 


. enn and this be did, becauſe he 


Judged that the King would be unwilling to diſoblige either, and there- 
fore would ſuffer ths place to continue dormant; and herein he 


. gueſſed right, th: ar i lery remained with his department, and nei- 
ther the prince, nor Madame du Barry could fix any blame upon him. 


M. Dorat was certainly author of the piece here mentioned; he 


- feared the Baſtile, and denied it in this manner, which does him leſs 


LE T- 


Maus DU BARRY: - 349 j 


LETTER CYA. 
From the Chevalier Dz Mon aps, at London. 


MAD 4, 
As I live in a er white te und 
given up the faculty of thinking for ti Anſelves ; 
which faculty they are at liberty to exerciſe; 
without the leaſt riſk in what manner they judge 
beſt, 'I can with confidence zvow myſdforthe 
authot of a ſmall work intitled, le Gazettier cui: 
raſe. If this work, which I make no doubt has 
reached your hands, has afforded you the leaſt 
amuſement, I ſhall applaud niyſelf for being the 
author of itz your approbation muſt be eſteemed 
its greateft praiſe. I am juſt now going to print 
| her work, intitled, Memoires - fecrets d une 
dame la Gomteſſe du Barry, depuis fon berceau juſqu'or 
lit d bonnezr.- [Secret memoirs of a woman of 
pleaſure; or an Effay on the adventures of the 
Counteſs du Barry, from her cradle to the bed 
of honour.] I do ſuppoſe, madam, If I had nor 
added the ſecond part of the tide, you would 
eakily have diſcovered by the firſt whom I meant. 
I thought it however but right to omni 
cate my deſign to you before I put ĩt into ene 
cution ; becauſe, as you haye on many occa¹ꝛʒ 
ſhewn a peculiar taſte for arts, and ſciences, y 
U 


a” -- 
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mightwiſh to be the ſole poſſeſſorof a manuſcript 
which I have endeavoured to render intereſting 
to the public, and which may appear to. you of. 
great value. If you think fo, it will not coff 
you above 50, ooo livres. Though this price 
may ſeem high, it is yet very moderate. You 
would ely believe, madam, what expence 
I have been at to procure the neceſſary materials. 
The anecdotes of the latter part of your life 
have been purchaſed at an immenſe price. I 
have bought with hard gold the particulars of 
your amuſements with his moſt chriſtian majeſty, 
and of the. methods you uſed to deceive his ſpies, 
when you conſoled yourſelf for his Majeſty's de- 
ficiencies with your good friend the Duke.d'Ai- 
guillon; and when he failed, with little Zemoro, 
with whom you tried all that Aretin has taught, 
and even outdid that ingenious Italian. In ſhort, 
madam, you may be aſſured that this work is 
very corapleat, and that it is furniſhed with 
every thing that can inſure it a rapid ſale. If 
you wiſh to make purchaſe of it, I will deliver 
the manuſcript to the perſon who ſhall pay me 
the ſum before-mentioned: but if you do not 
mean to buy it, you will allow me at leaſt, ma- 
dam, to ſend it into the world under your auſ- 
pices: I ſhall be then ſure of its meeting with a 


. favourable reception from that public whaſe pro- 


perty you once were. I flatter myſelf that you will 


. Mapant DU BARRY, 49 
at leaſt allow me this lat fayour, in conſidera- 
tion of the deſire I. have to immortalize your 
fame, and the ſcrupulous exactneſs with which I 
have conformed-to the ſtrict line of truth. I an 


with the greateſt reſpeR,; &c. 
Tae cee d Monaroy 


LETTER n 


To the Duke Ae ν,j2ut. 2 


IHA juſt now received; my lord Dake, 
a moſt abominable letter from London. You 
will judge yourſelf of it; I ſend it you herewith. 
Loſe not an inftant to employ every poſſible 
means to prevent the publication of this exe- 
crable Tibel, with which we are threatened. You 
are as nearly concerned as. I am. Beſides what 
the author has ſet forth in the letter, I am per- 
ſuaded, if he has the leaſt ſuſpicion of your von- 
nexion with the Viſcounteſs du Barry, he will 
not fail to mention it as an artiele not the leaſt 


intereſting of your life. I am, &c. 
| The CoonTess Do Bazar. 


LETTER . 
From the 8 M K. 
1 HAVE diſcourſed with the Engliſh Am- 
haſſador, my dear Counteſs, about writing 20 
U 2 his 


= 
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his court on the ſubject of Morande; but he 
told me it was to no purpoſe, for the King would 
not ſuffer any infringement on the rights of the 
Engliſh nation. He mopeover well obſerved, 
that this man reſembled a cur that was half-ſtar- 
ved, and nothing would ſo ſoon ſtop his bark- 
ing as tothrow him a bone. However, I have 
determingd upon taking a different method, and 
I have juſt diſpatched a man with ſome aſſiſtants 
from the police, who I hope will anſwer the pur- 
poſe. 1, wiſh they may ſucceed ®, My dear 
2 I think ſince our laſt explanation you 
have nothing to reproach me with, Be perſua- 
ded that what you call afſiduitics, with regard 
to the young Viſcountels, are nothing more than 
civilitjes which I owe to the rank ſhe bears, tq 
| ® When theſe people artived at London, they contracted an inti- 
macy with Morande, and endeavoured to ſecure him, and carry bim 
over to Francs; but he ſuſpeRed their defign without letting them 
perceive it ; borrowed thirty guineas pf each of them; ahd having 


ebe aphids Snake 6 
faſt as they could. 

The Duke then bot another perſon, who offered co nes, which 
were not accepted; b 

At laft M. Caron de Brovnicthels was charged with the negocia- 
tion, and ſucceeded. He gave Morande 50,000 livres down, and the 
grant of a penſlon of two hundred pounds ſterlint during his life from 
the crown of France, guaranteed by Sir Joſhua Vanneck, of London, 
half of which is to revert to his wile if ſhe ſhould happen to be the 

longeſt liver. 

| By this means the publication of this work was prevented, and it is 
7 nnerbem ingodty pages 


"AY „ 
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the alliance ſhe has made, and to the farout with 
. the King, Len, oh 
— | 


The Dake o denn 


LETTER KN. : 
Prom M.Dr Humer — 
' 1 250 Jamar, N 
Mavan, g 


IT is G4 dy of y bal to inſtruct choſt 
who are committed to my charge, and to employ 
every means, which charity directed by prudente 
may fuggeſt to gulde tem into the parks of 
truth, when they have been led aſtray. Yoo 
cannot ſuppoſr, Madam, I am the only one un- 
acquainred with a ſcandal which unfortonarely 
is but too notoriouſly public. If che errors or 
a private perſon afflict me, how great muſt my 
concern be, when I think of thoſe into which 
you lead a Prince in other reſpedts to be admired 
for his very eminent qualities! Your triumph 
is undoubtedly in the eyes of the world very 
flattering; and I will allow there are few en - 
dowed with virtue ſufficient to withſtand it, or 
poſſeſſed of ſo much reſolution as to be enabled 
of their own accord to renounce it. May I hope, 
Madam, that ſo ſublime an effort is not ſuperior 
do 
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xo your ſtrength ? If your regard for the King 


was fincere, would you not give him the moſt . 
ſtriking proof of it by conducting him ia the 
ay of ſalvation, and encouraging him to con- 
tinue in it by your own example? Could you 
look upon a voluntary retirement as an humili- 
ating exile, when ſuch retirement would be the 
means of reconciling you with heaven, and of 
making you partaker of the pureſt pleaſures 
which can be taſted here below—peace within 
yourſelf, and eſteem with all good people? For 
to theſe you would have the juſteſt title, ſince 
you would be the means of reſtoring to the ſtate 
its King, and to religion, a chriſtian and pro- 
tector. As diſſipated as may be the giddy eircle 
within which you move, I cannot believe, Ma- 
dam, that every ſpark of religion is extinguiſhed 
within your breaſt: Candeſcend but to hearken 
ſor a moment to the monitor within you, and I 
have no doubt but the prayers I make will be 
of avail, which are, that I may propoſe as a 
pattern to his people that King, who cannot 
doubt of my reſpect, and nn. to his 


perſon. I am, &c. 


Cu. pg Data, 


LET- 


LETTER cxxxv. 
— 7e the Sans. 


Sim 
I 
King, but notwithſtanding all you ſay, I believe 
my own as real. It is true I ſhew it in a diffe- 


rent manner, perhaps, a more perſuaſive one. 
I could never have ſuppoſed you would have 


applied to me to work the change you fo 
ſo much defire. Your zeal would without doubc 
merit great praiſe was there nothing worldly in 
it; but I am far from thinking you diſintereſted, 
becauſe I am well informed of your project of 
marrying the King with an Archdutchefs, and 1 
know if this alliance ſucceeds through your 


means, you are ſure to reap great advantages 
from it. If I have not courage ſufficient to 


forward your pious deſigns, I muſt own, Sir, 
your letter has made a very ſtrong impreſſion on 
me, notwithſtanding what ſome perſons have 
ſaid to whom I have ſhewn it. To reſtore my 
conſcience drooping with alarms, and to per- 
ſuade me I was not ſo criminal as I feared I was, 
they would have had me believe that the moſt 

ſerious of my crimes would have been but venial 


fins, if I had the advantage which you, Sir, 
have 
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have experienced to be directed by one of thoſs 
fublime theologiſts , who could teach you to 
fin in ſo charming a manner with Madame de 
Moiran, that your apoſtolical foul was nowiſe 
defiled by the pollutions of the body. In a 
word, Sir, though I could not comprehend all 
they faid, I underſtood enough to diſcover that 
there was an entrance into the way of ſalvation, 
much eaſier come at, and betterſuited tomy weak- 
neſs than that you pointed out to me. If it is 
really fo, you will oblige me much to make me 
acquainted with it, and you ſhall then ſee, how 
earneſtly I will ſet about the work of reforma- 
tion, I am, with reſpect, &c. f 


The Counteſs Du Barry. 


® The Jeſuits. 5 
% ͤ mes 
the Archbiſhop's letter, were doubtleſs they who ſurniſhed the mate- 
nals for this anforer. We are well convinced that nothing criminad 
ever paſſed betwixt the Archbiſhop and Madame de Moiran, who was 
matron of the hoſpital of Salpetricre. It is true the world was mali- 
cious enough to report otherwiſe ; but if there had been any truth in 
the ſtory, it was then of fo long ſtanding that it ought to have been 
buried in oblivien. The Archbiſhop's letter certainly did not merit 
the ſharp reply he received; accordingly, we have heard the good 

man as much affe ctod at it. 


1. ET. 


4 
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LETTER CXXXVI 
From the Chancellor Dx Mxvyzov. 
| Paris u ram, m. | 


Mo 


| THOUGH I have always entertained the 
greateſt reſpect for you, and have the moſt per- 
fect regard and attachment do you; though fo 


far from undermining your intereſt, I have on 


all '6ccafions been eager to prevent your wiſhes, 
yet ſome perſons have been able to injure me in 
your eſteem, and make me conſidered by you 
as a dangerous enemy ; in order to prevail with 
you to engage the King to withdraw the confi- 
dence which he honours me with. I know it, 
Madam, but too well, but I do not mean to 
caſt any blame upon you, becauſe you have been 
deceived ; but what gives me great uneaſinem̃, 
is, to ſee that you have placed your confidence 
in perſons who are unworthy of it. The Duke 
dA Aiguitloh who owes every thing to you is be- 
fraying you ; arid is ſtriving to ſuperſede you by 
the Baroneſs de Neukerque*. To make her 
quite firm in her ſituation, he has 2 defign to 
» This is the Baronefs de Neukerque of whom mention is made in 


Letter XC. In order that ſhe might marry the King, the Duke de 
Duras in conjunction wittr the Dube d' Aiguillon had obtained a di- 


vorce for her, | 
X marry 
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marry her privately to the King. Informed of 
this plot, and imagining you would not believe 
him capable of fuch baſe treachery without the 
moſt convincing proofs, I ſtrove with great di- 
ligence to procure you ſuch ; accordingly I have 
been fortunate enough to ſucceed. The letter 
from the Duke d&'Aiguillon, which is inclaſed, 
will inform you of more than will be agreeable. 
I wiſh, madam, you ray find friends more 
faithful, I ara, dec. kit 


. Dz Mau PEOU. 


Letter from the Duks A. Aiguillen to the Baroneſs 
de Neukerque, which came incleſed in the foregoing. 


Lou permit me, madam, to give yon ad- 
vice, you even ſolicit it from me. Flattered 
with che confidence you repoſe in me, I prepare 
to comply with your deſire with all the Gncerity | 
in my power. 

The ſituation of a miſtreſs to che King is un- 
doubtedly very brilliant; but defirable as it 
appears, believe me, madam, it is not without 
its mortifications, and is ever more or leſs ex 
poſed to fatal reverſes of fortune. I am per- 
fuaded that honoured as you are with the King's 
favour, it would be full as eaſy for you to remove 
every difficulty in the way of a private marriage as 
ſimply 
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fimply to ſupplant the preſent favourite. Sup- 
pole every difficulty doubled; the difference of 
the two fituations is ſo great, that it does not 
require a moment's conſideration to determine 
which to chooſe. Conſider then of a plan to 
vring this about, and purſue it ſteadily. I am 


ſorry . your pri · 
vate interview yeſterday be King. Enjoy- ; 
ment calily obtained muſt cool the greateſt heat 
of paſſion in a prince, ranks <> widhe cnn 
ſo much dampt by frequently. gratifying them. 

To fix his natural inconſtancy, it is neceſſary | to 
excite warmth by reſiſtance, conducted however 
with ſo much art, as dot entirely to extinguiſh 
ĩt. 1 look upon him to be in the fituation of 
thoſe worn out debauchees, who in the latter 
part of life take a religious turn ; whoſe conſci- 
cces are calily alarmed ; and whoſe doubts and 
inquietudes have ſometimesnecd of a i confident t to 
remove them. You may, madam, improve this 
hint to advantage. Model your canſtience by 
his; affect to have the ſame fears; the ſame 
ſcruples ; this is an infallible means to ſucceed 
in your defign. I ſhall ſe you to morrow at 
five o'clock. Before 1 go to you I ſhall be with 
the King ; perhaps you * make the ſubject 
of our converſation. If fo, you may reſt af- 


furetl 1 ſhall do you no harm. 
X 2 LET- 
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LETTER CXXXVIL 
To the Duke p'Arcvitton. 


AND is it to you, fir, I am to make the 
bittereſt reproaches !. To you, whom I have 
reſcued out of the hands of the executioner ! 
To you; whoſe paſſion I had the weakneſs to 
liſten to! To you; whom I have loaded with 
riches and honours ! To you; who ought to kiſs 
the print of my footſteps! You have had the 
baſeneſs to deceive me; you have yourſelf pre- 
ſented a woman in order to ſupplant me. I know 
it; I have the proof of it under your own hand; 
yet I am ſcarce able to give credit to ſuch 9 

dy. The monſter that loads me with ca- 
lumny at London, is a deity compared to you 
—Defſpair and fury ſeize me I burn with re- 
venge—yet my mind is ſo diſturbed at this 
moment I know not how to compaſs it. . In the 
exceſs of my rage I reſolve to fly to the King— 
to confeſs your crime and my own—to ſhew him 
your letter to the Baroneſs de Neukerque—and 
to intreat him to puniſh us both. I will purſue 
you to hell irſelf, and if there are ſuries there that 
puniſh ingratitude, I will deliver you over to 
heir vengeance—In a word, whatever an in- 
I jured 


— 
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Jured woman is capable of doing, thit will 1 
do *. e 


| The Counteſs Do Bing, 


LETTER CXXXVIL. :- 


To the Abbe Dz ſora. at that time Canon 
of Noyon, and Preacher to the ing, now 


Biſhop of Senez, 


- Holy Thurſday at Night, 1774. 
1 O have preached a very inſolent diſcourſe 
to day. In the room of uſing charity and mo- 
deration in your ſermon, you had the audacity to 
reflect upon his Majeſty's way of life in the very 
face of his people; you made your attack upon 
him only, though you ought to have uſed gen- 
tleneſs towards him, and have excuſed his frail- 
ties to his ſubjects. I do not think you were 
moved by a ſpirit of chriſtian charity, but ex- 
cited by a luſt of ambition, and a fondneſs for 
grandeur; theſe were the morives of your n- 


®* The Duke fearing the conſequences of Madame Du Barry's wat.” 
ſion, flew immediately to her, threw himſelf at ber feet, c 
his guilt, which indeed was not to be denied; made the beſt apology 
he could, and was fortunate enough to appeaſe her, though offended 
ip ſo outrageous a manner: He obtained his pardon on promiſe of. 
abandoning the Baroneſs, and to have nothing more to ſay to ber; 
GEM 0520 why 26 good ae 2s wants . 
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dot. Was I in his Majeſty's place, you ſhould 
be baniſhed to ſome obſcure village, and there 
taught to be more cautious, and not to endea- 
vour to raiſe the people to rebel againſt the 
rulers God has put over them. I cannot ſay 
what the King may do, but you have preſumed 
too much upon his goodneſs. You did not 
expect from me a leſſon for your conduct, drawn 
from the chriſtian doctrine and morality, but I 
would adviſe you for your own good to pay at- 
tention to it. I am, &c. 


The Counteſs Du BAR RV, 


® The Abbé De Beauvais was of an obſcure original, and during 
his fituation at court had reſolved to puſh his fortune, and either get 
a biſhoprick, or be locked up in the Baſtile. For this purpoſe he 
took + moſt extraordinary method. He had the coarage to exclaim 
from the pulpit againſt the ſcandalous life of Lewis XV. He charac- 
terired his paſſion for Madame Du Barry in a ſtrong repreſentation of 
the manners of King Solomon, the application of which was very 
obvious. „ This menarch (ſaid he) fatiated with pleaſure, and hav- 
< ing experienced every kind cf lubricity, which the court could fur. 
* nich $0, quicken debilitated appetite, ſought out a new ſpecies 
„ amongſt the vile refuſe of public proſtitution.” - 
Saline De Bey now her own Mund 220 watt pot 6 fe ber- 
fended at this bold caricature, and wrote the foregoing letter the ſame 
; evening to the preacher. She moved the King to puniſh him, but he 
was of too mild a diſpoſition to be offended with him, and contented 
himſelf with obſerving that he had done no more than fulfil his vo- 
cation. 
Anocber Rory is told of the fame preacher, that one day after he had 
been holding forth very vehemently againſt thoſe debauchees who 
amidft the chillneſs of age endeayour to fiir up the embers of 
 eoncupiſcence, the King turned about to Marſhal De Richeiieu, 
* think this man has thrown a great many 
« ſtones 


Manaus DU-BARRY, 10 
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L E TT E R ; CXXXIX. 
From 8 a Dancer at the Opera. 


Paris; rech April, 2774« 
M 42242, 


HOW dn ee wy ackbowledgments 
for the great fayour you have done me! A. 


ready a liberal partaker of your bounty, I have 
Juſt experienced a ſingular inſtance of goodnety 
of which there is no example in France of the 
kind beſtowed on a mere man of talents. I was 
overwhelmed with. debt; that mi conduct ſo 
common with people of my claſs; the diſſipated 
courſe of life we lead; the expence we are drawn 


into by the gay company we frequent ; the deep 
play which is. now become ſo univerſal; all cn 
tributed to throw my affairs into diſorder. This, 


c« ſtones into your garden. Yes, Sire, replied the Marſhal, he 
« throw them with > much force tnat I thought a good many fell 
« inthe Paik of. Verſailles.” 
K r 
cant, and he was appointed to it. 
* Davbeoral,/n| mand man, hat rdreatened his creditors. and the 
c with going to-Ruffia, Madame Du Barry reſolved not to loſe 
SATs CIR, rnd ed tow mark be menial 
his affairs; he anſwered $0,000-livres. She drew” out a proportion 
which every countigr ſhould pay. according to her opinion of his abi- 
lities, and ſhe. made the collection herſelf. No one paid leſs than five 
louis d'ors, and ſome were taxed at ten, fifteen, up to five-and-twenty. 
By this means the ſum was ſoon raiſed, and Dauberval's admirers had 
the conſolation of keeping him at home, | 
however, 
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however, afforded me no claim upon the indul- 
gence of che public; fo that; peſtered as I was 
by creditors, I had no means to ſatisfy, I had 
reſolved to quit my native country and go to 
Ruſſia, whither I had been invited, where the 
climate, ſevere as it is, would have appeared to 
me more mild than that I quitted.” You, ma- 
dam, were unwilling that a foteign' country 
ſhould enrich itſelf by a loſs, which though im 
Klelf inconfiderable, you condeſcended to think. 
of conſequence. Tou were pleaſed to ſay 
that it would have been a national reproach if. 
ſo valuable a dancer was ſuffered to leave the 
kingdom for 50,000 livres. Theſe were your 
words, and I ſhould bluſh at repeating them, if 
one could be at all mõdeſt when honoured with 
your ſuffrage. But what would turn a head far 
leſs giddy than mine, is, the readineſs with 
which you undertook to engage the Court to 
reſtore my ruined fortunes. Certainly it was in 
your power alone to have reſcued me from my 
diſtreſs; it would have been no more than a 
fmall ftream taken out of a plentiful river; and 
it wapld have been more agreeable to me to 
have had but one benefactreſs. But what do I 
ſay? I have in reality only one; for it is to 
you alone I am indebted for the benefactions of 
fo many illuſtrious perſonages. You obſerved 
that as they were all my admirers, they ſhould 
ak all 
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All help to fave" me. You opened a ſubſerip- 
tion, and you reteived the Tabſcribers accard- 
ing as they diſcovered a readineſs to pay their 
proportions; it was a tax you impoſed upon. all 
who came to pay their reſpects to you. The 
Marchioneſs de Pompadour, that charming wo- 
man who preceded you in that high ſtation you 
now fill, whom the arts have immortalized be- 
cauſe ſhe encouraged and protected them, in- 
ſtituted a Lottery for Gẽliotte, a ſinger at the 
Opera; balls were given for Granval, a vete- 
ran actor belonging to the French Comedy; 
Mole, a performer at the ſame theatre, has had 


his benefit-play ; theſe were all three men great 


in their profeſſions, and far ſuperior to me. Tt 
was Telerved for you, madam, to conſider the 


ioſs of me as a public one, and, in order to keep 


me at home, to have recourſe to one of thoſe un- 
common taxes which the lovers of their country 
ſtrove who ſhould be firſt to pay. Theonly way 
by which I can ſhew my gratitude, is to devote 
myſelf more than ever to your amuſement.” I 
leave it to men of letters, and artiſts to cgle- 
brate your praiſe in a fuitable manner; fogwhae - 
may not genius expect frpm a patroneſs who has 
done fo much for a maniwhoſe only recommgn- 
dation was, his good fortune to have a talent to 
contribute to her pleafures! Already have _ 
Painting, Sculpture, and Engraving A 
Y 


— — 
e 
- » - 
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the glory of tranſmitting to admiring Europe 
the enchanting graces of your perſon; already 
have the Muſes crawned you with their chap- 
lets; already has the great High Prieſt of Let- 
ters, the prince of poets and philofophers, the 
venerable old man of Ferney, fallen proſtrate at 
your feet, and in his own perſon preſented yoy 
with the offerings of Parnaſſus, and the ſchoo] 
of Plato! May his example encourage other; 
who haye hjthertq obſeryed a reſpectful filence ! 
May 3 general chorus of praiſe be raiſed up! 
And may the ſceptre of Arts and Philoſophy 
fallen from the hands of the Marchioneſs ſq 
much admired, and ſtill ſo much lamented, be 
placed in yours, and may you be to them ano- 
ther Minerva! J am, with the moſt profound 
reſpect, &c,  DavBuRval, 


LETTER CXL. 
From the Duke de Nryzzvors. 


Paris, 72th April, 7%. 


MaDan, 

I COULD not refuſe you when you aſked 
me for twenty-five louis-d'ors as my proportion 
to the ſubſcription you had opened for Dauber- 
pal; I cannot, however, help telling you that J 
had lain by that ſmall ſum with intention to give 
it to a gentleman in diſtreſs, a 6 

. a Who 
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Who has a family, and has been ſeveral yeats ſo- 
liciting a ſmall penſion. As you deprived him 
of this ſmall aſſiſtance, it is but right, 
that you ſhould make him amends. I ſend his 
memorial incloſed, and I make no doubt but 
his caſe will excite your compaſſion; and that 
| your humanity, of which you have given ſo 
many proofs, will engage you to exert yourſelf 
in his favour, and procure him what he ſo much 
wiſhes ®, I am, &c. 
The Duke de Nrvzsznots, 


LETTER CXII. 
To the Marchioneſs de MownTz A#1s. 


I CANNOT, my dear mother, go to ſee 
you to-morrow ü ts thy potnili. The 
King's preſent ſituation does not permit me to 
leave him. Since the deaths of the Marquis de 
Chauvelin and Marſhal d' Armentieres, he is 
fallen into a melancholy which gives me great 
uncaſineſs. This has been increaſed by that 
curſed ſermon which the AbbeBeauvais preached 


„» Madame Du Barry feeling the forte of u requeſt of this nature 


ut ged upon ſuch an occaſion, very chearfully undertook the buſineſs ; 
and this geatlemat, who, but for the ingenuity of his patron, might 
have continued to ſolicit to no purpote, returned to his family, carry- * 
ing with him much joy, and a ſmall competence. | 
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he did not meet the puniſhment his inſolence 
deſerved. I have juſt Propoſed a journey to 
Trianon “. I ſhall do every thing I can think 
of to reſtort the King to his of peace mind and 
uſual gaiety. I ſhall ſee you, my dear mother, 
as ſoon as I can. You know what- pleaſure I 
have in giving you-freſh. aſſurances of my regard 
för you; The Counteſs Du Baxxx. 


LETTER CXLIL 
To the Same. 


T HE King, my dear mother, has taken the 
fmall-pox. I did all I could to prevail with 
him to ftay at Trianon; but la Martiniere taking 
advantage of his weak ſtate, made him deter- 
mine to go to Verſailles. I never ſtir from his 
bed's foot. He does not appear to be in a dan- 
gerous way, but at his time of life every thing 
is to be feared in ſuch a diſorder. 1 _ haye had 
the good luck to prevail with. him to try Bor- 
deuz my phyſician, and he and. le Monnier 


| '® Ir was this unfortumre journey are 
King's death. He ſaw the daughter of 3 · carpenter there: who pleaſed 
him much, and Madame Du Barry thought this a fair occaſion to re- 
young girl was prevailed on to yield herſcif to the Monarch's deſires. 


She was the next day ſeized with the ſmall-pox in a moſt violent de- 


gree, and on the third day died z the King caught: ber diforder, and 
4 chief 


„Mars Aun DU BAR | 
RY | 
chiefly attend him. They WS 
hey were for 
the ſacraments ; it was for my intereſt it ſhould 
__ ſo, and Bofdeu oppoſed it; he had 
good luck to ſucceed by obſerving that 


the ceremony 
very often did fick perſons 
deal of harm: Adieu, au ae. 


2. 
away and 


The cos Do Barry, 


LETTER Cw * - 
To the 8 U K. | | 


THE blowisftruck,; 
my dear mother. Tb 
r 
Aiguilton to take me with her: © Ii 
conſequence of which we are at Rvelle, from 
whence I now write. His Majeſty before he 
Se rind dT oe 
Is, that he was ſorry for the 
— had given his ſubjects, but that his 
e from henceforth ſhould be dedicated to the 
meer, gl of religion and the happineſs of 
is people. The protniſes of a man who'thinks 
. 
as ſoon as health returns. If the 
King thould get over'it, 1 make no double of 


being 
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being on the ſame fogting as before. ene 
ers I am, 

| F 7 


-ounteſs De . 


P. S. Jul . . 
eee 


LI 


LETTER 4 Lat, +" 
: W 


I BEGIN ito have a bad opiaior, my dear 
mother, of the King's diſtemper. I had viſits 
yeſterday during the whole day; this day I have 
bad but fro. What is more; I have ſent to 
the Abbe Terray for 300,900 livres, 1 be has 


wilmake him repent his impertinence—l hear 
a pagghy coming ; I muſt ſee who it is. 
Ah, my dear mother, it is n 


—The King 1 is no more—Ir was that ſcoundrel 


at the ſame time thar he delivered me a Letter 
de cachet ordering me to go to Pont aux Dames 
near Meaux to tie convent there. I treated 


him with great contempt. This inſolent man 
whom I could yeſterday have trampled under 
my feet, ſeems to day to triumph in my diſ- 
grace. I am ſick at the thoughts of the retreat 

a 
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to which I am N and more ſo at the 


manner in which to hve there. I am al- 
Jowed but one 3 I am forbid to ſee any- 
body, and I can receive no letter but what the 
governeſs of the conyent examines. I have ſent 
ſor my ſteward, and ſhall give him orders whichhe 
will acquaint you with. I beg you will Tee that 
he obeys them, and that I am robbed-as little 
as can be helpt. I ſhall write to you if I am 
able as ſoon as I reach my priſon. Adieu, my 
dear mother, I have ſo much to do, and am fo 
much agitated in mind, nnn 
many things undone ®. 

The Counteſs Du Bazzr. 


* This Letter de cachet was like a thunderbok to Madame Du 
Barry; „ What, cried the with her eſuai force of exprefſion} is this 
g bleſſed reign to begin with a Letter de cachet!” She loaded the 
Duke De la Vrilliere with the bittereſt reproaches for having under- 
taken this errand, and treated him with the higheſt diſdain. The 
Letter de cachet, however, was not ſevere ; ſhe was in the ſecrets of 
government, and it was prudent to prevent fo volatile a woman from 
diſcovering them. The King expreſſed in the letter, that reaſons of 
Nate obliged him to order her to go into a convent ; that he knew 
how highly ſhe had been reſpected by his grandfather ; and that imme- 
diate care was taken to render her retirement as agreeable as poſlible, 
ard to make her a decent proviſion ii there ſhould be occaſiou. , 
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